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The .United States Energ;:,i Research and Develo~=~=~ ~::.::::.n:s~~~io= (~), 

formerly AEC, has for more than 20 years cor;i~ctei a pr.;~'!:!!l o~ ~d~:al 

surveillance of the people of Rongelap and. Utirik v?:;.::: •::-e eX?C!~:l to 1'e.ll.C\l.t 

from a weapons test in 1954. In the course of this ect~~-it?, e~~ vith the 

knowledge and consent.of the Trust Territorf of the ??..cl~ic Isl~n=s (i~?I), 

the ·ERDA medical teams have provided limited. ~ecic~l c~:--= ~o= t~e people 

at Rongelap and Utirik. 

The people living on Utirik and Rongele.p, l°l2.Ye re ::e::.t:y e.::d se~?1l~ely 

expressed a desire for changes in the type of I!.eC.ic:.: c~~ -.:.::.=.::::- t~e :t.P2A 

program. Speci:fically, they have addresse:i reques::S "'.:o 2?.:l!;. i'or ::ore 

comprehensive medical care for all the people li•i~~ o~ t~e:e i~lends. 

It is recognized that general rr.edical care o~ t~e I~~~l= of t~e 

Ma.rshall Islands is a responsibility of the Ad=in~s~::-9.t~cn o~ t~~ ~~?I. 

It is in the interest of both the T'rPI and. the U3 {Effilt._) to e:.=1)!..o:re -;;e.ys 

in 'W'hich medical needs can best be met by coop~rati':~ e:.":"o~s ct both 

parties 'W'ithin the fra~work of their respective res~c:'Aioili~~~. 

In response to a i:rrust Territory request, the ::?DA. ::c-e;;~se::!..&ti~:e 

reported that the US (ERDA) is prepared to conti~~= it~ essis~oce to 

the TTPI in the discharge of its health care respc=sicili~ies ~o t~e 

people living on Roneelap ani Utirik. 
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The followi~g arrangements were aereed to: 

a.· ERDA vill invite TI'PI medical personnel (e.g.,· Cled1ca1 o!'t'icer, ·nurses, 

health aide~, technicians) to pa.rti~ipate in the ERDA medical visits 1n 

order to facilitate expanded programs such as vel.l baby clinics, family 

planning, etc., and will assist with logistic support ot' these activities. 

For the next four quarterly visits, the TI' will provide one medi~al ot't"icer, 

one health assistant, and up to two additional medical personnel, as needed. 

Travel, per diem and subsistence will by paid by ERDA.; salaries vill be paid 

by TI'PI." 

b. ERDA will assist in arranging for additional US medical doctors to pe.rtic-

ipate in the medical team visits, as may be required to assist the TI'PI in 

Pz:?Viding general medical care to the people livi::::g on Rongel.ap an'.f Utirik. 

For the next spring survey (March, 1977), ERD.l,. vill make every effort to 

provi~e, and will fund if necessary, two additio~el physicians. It is 

anticipated that the two physicians .,.,ill be p!"ovided by the Public Health 

Service. 

c. ERDA will, to the extent operationally feasible, extend the duration of 

its medical team visits to Rcngelap and Utirik to accommodate the needs of 

the Trust Territory medical program. Therefore, f~r the next ~pring visit, 

it 1s expected that duration of stay of the medical team v111 be extended 

by two to three days. 

d. The medical teams, while at the islands, will extend medical care and 

treatment equally to all those living ·on the tw·o islands. 
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It is recognized that the arrangements set forth above do not constitute 

a modification of the agreement of Dec. 2, 1974 bet~een the TTPI and ERDA nor 

do they alter statutory responsibilities of eithe!" agency·. 

. , 
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Signature: \·!ill::.=.::;.·.·:. Burr, M..D. 
Deputy Di::-ector, 
Divisio~ of Biomedical and Environment.co 

Resea:-ch, EP.DA 

Signature: Oscar C.eB!Um 
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District Administrator 
Marshall Islands . 



ATTENDEES 

Or. William W. Burr, Deputy Director, OBER, ERDA 

Mr. Roger Ray, Asst. Manager for Environment & Safety, ERDA 

Mr. Oscar DeBrum, District Administrator, Marshalls 

Dr. Ezra Riklon, Marshalls District Director of Health Services 

Dr. Masao Kumangai, Director of Health Services 

Mr. Robert Hazlett, Peace Corps Representative Marshalls 

Or. Robert Conard, Head of BNL Medical Surveys in the l·~rshalls 

Dr. -Victor Bond, Associate Laboratory Director, BNL 

Dr. Knud Knudsen, Resident Physician, BNL 

Mr. Atlan Anien, Speaker of the Nitijela 

Ms. Kristine Morris, Program Specialist, ERDA 
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