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Dear ~.\r. Yates: 

~urlr1g t.bc; June 19, 1378, 3ubcurmrrltLe~ hearing on che nir:.ini sit~_tat:ion, 

there was considerable discussion on the role perforraed by Dr. Rob2rt A. 
Conard of Brookhaven National Laboratory in the April 1978 annual 
medical survey of the Bikini Island residents. You ~1ill recall that 
there. was confusion as to just when Dr. Conard last was on Bikini 
Island and what he might have told the residents of Bikini Island 
when he •ms there as to the consumption of local cocor.uts. 

uL. Cu1t<.J.LJ, 11itu :::;etve<l as Ht~ad, Marshall Isl2ncis l'1eai.cai Tea:n, 1le<11.cal 
Department, Brookhaven ~ational Laboratory, Upton, New York, has 
[orwar<le..i to us a copy o? his trip reporc of this ;:mnu2.l medical 
survey, ~·ihich took place between H.arch 25 - April 25, 1973. A copy 
of tli•2 rE:pcrt c.lc;o has been suo:uitted for insertion ia th2 June 19, 
1978, hearing record, but I thought you might like to r£view a copy 
a t this t irr,;.: . 

Y"Ju will 1.0te, for ex:o.ople, that the Acting :-lagistrate of the Bikini 
lslancl rc~sidents 112s told of the preliminary analy:,;js 0f the April 
findings of the \,:1ole body count ez.:i~inations. Dr. Conard also exprE.:ssed 
concern over the face th~t the residents were eating Bikini Island 
coconuts, and suggested that they eat the Eneu Island cocon11ts rather 
than the coconuts grown on Bikini Island. At that time, i.e., 
~'.<u.·ch 25 - April 25, 1978, the Department of Eneq;y lucl not deten:iined 
that the Eneu Island coconuts were suspect. The Departmen':: of the 
Inter~or was not inf0rmed of the new development until mid-May and 
Ur. Cona~d. in the EiEld, did not h~ve access t0 any information to 
that effect. 

I hore that Dr. Cunard's trip report will clear up the misunderstandings 
on this matter. 
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cc: lnr. R. Conard 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve 
Director 
Off ice of Territocial Affairs 


