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Dear Dr o. r Vetter: 
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. . . . . . . . . l . . .. 
l an counsel.f'or t:Qe·people· of: Bikini, who were llOlfll'tid 

off theil' atoll in .1'946 so that the qnited:SUites could~ 
nuclear weapons tests ... I am writing tto·•~k your aaalatanee 
in reviriinq the me~+Q9}':,.i results, and ~nclusions of ~t 
raadioleqieal and niedical ~tudies ·at a;Udni. . 

. ·~ Fr0111 1946· bt 19S8 ,.·. the uni tkd States detonatea 23 
nuclear devices. at 8ikiai,. includj.ng pie!March l, -~9St ll~tii 
bomb t.eJlt. "Bravo.• lb 1967.,· nine _yea~a. af~ President Eiaon­
h~r declared a JnOrlltoriwa on.atmospfletic auclear teatinv, tlw. 
At.oaic Energy comminion .(AEC) ·conducted ·a X'adiol09ical. nnwf 
o! Bikini to ·1ee~sure ita safety~ . An ~d Boc.CoJJUl\ittee awotzat-BJ 
by the ABC reviewed the reaults.of.thl!is~y_and dccl..&red th.tit 
sitini W•• '•once a.gain-,.safe £or·hWMn kabit-*tion."' T2lla ~t 
concl taAed: ' · .., · ' 

. ,· . ) 
•The· exPQsUres .. tO radiation! that would result 
from·the repatriation·of ~Bikini. people do 
not offer·• aignificant.threat to their health 
and 1 sa~t}' • ~ .. 

I ' 

/~--;cord.inqly, .on .AU9\1St 12, '1968; President. Johnson ~ 
tiaat radiation ·levels on Bikini Atoll 1were low eno\.\9h to allow 
cafe rMettl(!J)ent~ ·· · . · ·· ·· · . 1 · · · : 
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. · ·cieanup ·and re~ilitation ~~Bildn1 be9an in lMt 
in preparat.i<>n for JJesettleaent, and . ! .ec continue-4 to 
~nit.or 11kini's ·safety.; One' AEC offjici•l ;jtated in 1969 
that •there is . virtually }no ~diat.io~ ae~t .• : cAnd we can ti.D4 
~ discernable effect on eitb.e~~;plant or~•qimal life.• b 
1971.·., the Director ot•AEC•a :Di•ision 'of·Optt~ational Safe~ 
~~tbat ~ell water·samp.le&rba.d ~J11;t«>u;n fro.,~al 
location. on Bikini Isl And ovec, a· pe~p.od '. qf'. time and that. 
•era .a rlldiolQgical Yielipoil\t+. 1tbe wa~···i. safe t.o «ri,ak. • .. . . . . . . . .· ·. . . I . 

· ~spite 't.hese·ass\lrances, tJ'te:l'ikWans expRaa-1 
incraa.sin9 concern over the atoll '.s s)lfety~ ·and in 1975 tMy 
:iro.uotit • court· acti'oh t:O .cee"Jc·,-an-,fu-o~r directing the tmit.4 
suates to ~duct a tbc>rougb radiological aurvey of the atoll 
to --..ure. and assess, it& s.af ~ty ~ In' the court CO:lllpl~, tho 
Bikini.a openly conceded their ignorance u to Bikini'• tla!•t7i 

.. . " I 
· •For us to make .an intelligent deeision td 

· ' .resettle Bikini Atoll,,. rwe must .be. able to 
veiVh onr· ~sire and return a9~inat the 
rad1oloqical risks or· returning ... We .have 
not been·P:r~Vided with that'inforiaation 

.. in a ·form t:.bat we cu understand .• 
i 

After sever~•i year.a ~£·ti tigaUori and~ settl ewmt discuaai-. ~ 
the UniUtd States agreed to e;omduct a!thar()Ugh radiolOt;ical. 
stu.dy1 including aerial radietion surveys and:terre&t..ri&l and 
JAJtLrine •~dies, ·of Bikini and: thirteen other islands ~ atoll• 
in the ~.IM)rtbern· Mareball Islands that; received fallout fro. 
one e»r Jlore o! .the U.S .. ,nuclear tests in !the. Pacific:. 

') .. 1 

··The survey· ,,as- eonducted in~ late 1C378, and 9CG6 of ~ 
re&ul u froin: the a.eriail surveys have ~een. :r~leased • I Bof'oro t..'w 
survey .... even oonducted, ho . .-ever, ln~dical:.;exa~inatl.Oba con­
d1Jci:.d in April, 1978H>n :the: i4S rpeople 'who bad been IKN'tltd b&c:k 
to Bikini:: in the ,early .1970's: showed body ·b\l.l'dens ao hitb that 
it w&s nec;:ea~ary to move theia. 1 off Bikini I•~and . 

. 'Base~ on 't:hese IDedical examinations and pnlj•ID&rJ 
r~i.:\llt:a from.the radioloqical:survey., !the United Statea ball 
~"m.Ounced that Bikin1;Ialand1will be off :lllaits for hlli:>it&tiaa 
or 1tgdcult.ural use.ior appr~x1mately:6o .years and that~ 
IslMid \in aikini Atoll ·will be off limits. for at leut J0-25 
f!jUS. 

·Th& ~ikiniana, whorare c0nfu•ed. b)'the con.flt~ 
infomtion they· have '~r&eeived ove:r the· yea.rs, do not \md•r­
•ta.nd 11tty: •arlier anneya of Dikini were ·~neou.&. tft.oJ 
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h•V"e. lmder&tandably( lost~·all -trust in U.S'~ Govenufaallt 
acient!at.a~ · , .· · · - I 

I • 

. . - . . - - . i ' . ' 

. . I ~xpr-essed these' vievs on behal'f of t.he ~~1• of 
Bikini la•t month in.remarks to the unitedKations Trua~hip 
CoW1Cil (aee attachment at pag-es l.0-11 J •' 1and I requei;t.JS ~t 
lln interaat:iona1 conrlt:tee of ·:scienti'!*ts .. · having no ~ioca 
vith or interest in'.the u~s.~9overnaei:lt or· the u.s. macl..x 
teatin9 pr09ra111., independen~y·'review; and aasess the R'IUU 
and ccnclusions of the northern Marahall ~Islands r•d.iOlQ9iCIU 
surrey.- specificallyi•s ·theY:4pply to:;the·sarety of DildA1 
~nd ~ !•lands in Bikini Atoll. ·Last v.eek~ 1 made tb• .a.. 
r~t tO "the u. s. :·~verna¢; .. ·sng~$tinq thi9t the U!U. t4KS 
St.ates .f'und an independent atu1essment: of .t.he: survey b7 a oc.­
l'litbte of international "cientists or;perb:Aps fund aoftnl 
indeperdent assess~ent.s by 1ndividual•non-Vnited St.tee 
scieetiau., · 1 . 

. . .. - .. · . . ·. ... . I •· 
·Given the i11pOrtance of t:hia s~ to the ~wx. 

o! tbe Bikinians,. the' past aiatakes ot u.s~ ~,acientista ia 
•0aS1lX"iJ.l; and/or assessing. the safety 11 of '.Bil.ini, and tbo 
uncertainties coneentj.ng · tile 1ong-te"1 ef'f~at of low l-evela 
ot radietion •. I believe that it is in i the. . .i,Qteresu of &ll 
partiea to seek .independent assessment of,tbe survey. Al­
thongh l have not·yet receiv~ a formal reply froa the Ur:U.t.ed 
~tate. gov~rnment. •I am hopeful that tt wi11 'respond f'evo.rably 
to the •iJdnians: • reQUeSt. · •· ! · · 

.... ' -· ·. . . ! .. . 

•Jn theievent that the unite~ st~teg does •;~to 
fund an ibdependent review of tile. northern·i~rshall lalAllldla 
rediological survey,' would ,yc:>u. be· inte..rested in parti~~ 
in t:hia. nvlew? Some· o·r the broa<;i qu~,stiorii the Bikird.,. 
soelt to have answe,red arertbe t"ollowiag: : . . ' ... " ,. . ".. . ; . . . ', " i . 'I 

. . . -- . Was the properJllethodology· 'f,~ed in the 
northern flarshalls survey? · .: I , · .1: 

. I . . 
_ • .;. :. Did the. survey ~loy the k&t available 

· t0clmol~al ·techrduues ~and equipment? : · ·· · 
I 

......; Are the datit' c61lected 'froa ·the survey ~~ 
.~n.d relt.ble? · 

Are the .conclusions,· P~4'clictions and r:iu 
~- 'l~e•.-nt.IS concerning. the future saf~ty ot ,Bikini and ~ 
L~lru'>d9 wlid? An analysis of tbia ·1.gue ~ould. er ~. 
,,,~~ib.to a re':'iew .. 1 o.f both ~e· sunriy a.nd.~e April,· 19'11 
t~·diC&l •••tnoti..ona~ . · - . ··~ · . ·· · .. ,, '. 
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.· J~ you' wuld be. intereste<l in participating b t!d.a 
project.., please let me.knov at your earliestconvenie!lee. Jf 
you viab1 ·I will fiend y~ detid~ i.ilfor'114lti0n concern;bg U:aia 
·~and t:he medical exaai.nations. : · . . ~ . '' ' . \ ' 
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