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Dear Dr. rVetter: v |

‘ Y an counscl for the people of’ nikini vho Were BoOves
off theix atoll in 1946 &0 that the United ‘'States could conduct
nuclear weapons tests.. I am wr:n:ing to seek vour assistance
in reviewing the methodology,: results and conclusions of racent
radiological and n:edical sttudies at Bikim.. 4

.. - From 1946- to 1958 - the Urutled States detonatd 3
nuclear dcv:zces at Bikini, including the'March 1, 1954 hydrorea
bomb test YBravo.* 1In 1967, nine years after President Eisen-
hower declared a moratoriun on atmospheric nuclear testing, the
Atomic Energy Commission .(AEC) conducted a radiological survey
of Bikini to measure its safety. An Ad Hoc Committee appointsd
by the AEBC reviewed the results of the.s >y and declared that
sikini was "once again safe for: hunan habi ion.* Tha Jeport
CODCIM | _ - -

' "rhe exposures ,t:o xadlatiom that would result
from the rqpatriamon of the Bikini people &
not offer a nqniﬁ.cant t.hrut to their health
lndisafet'y LT

}aco ly, .on Auqust 12. 1958. Presidcnt Johnson anneaacsd
that radiation ‘levels on Bﬂum Atoll werc low enough to allow
cafe racttlement. Sl _
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- Cleanup and rehabllitatlon! £ szinx began in 1949
in preparation for resettlement, and khe'lnc continued to
vonitoy Bikini'‘s safety.: One AEC ofﬁiciai stated in 1%6%
that *there is: virtnally?nn aadxatioq left, and we can fingd
no discernable effect on either:plant or: animal life.* In
1971, the Director of AEC's Division of Operational Safety
reported that well water samples had been:taken from several
locations on Bikini Island over a. perpod of time and" that,
"from & ridiologlcal wieupuint4sthe watel” ih safe to driah b

x Desplte these assurances, the. Bikinlans exprassed
increasing concern over the atell's safety, and in 1975 they
brought # court actioh to seeX anorder directing the United
States to conduct a thorough rad;ological survey of ths atoll
to measure and assess its safety. In the court complaint, ths
thini-nl opanly concededftheir ignorance a: to Bi ‘s ualc:yx

.4“:'For us to nake an lntelllgent decusxon td
- resettle Bikini Atoll, ‘we must be able to
- weigh our désire and return against the

radiological risks or returning. . We have
~ not been pripvided with that’ 1nforuntion
‘n 1n a form that.wa can underatanﬂ

rfter seweral ‘years of litigntlan and settlément dxscuaaions.
the United States agreed to conduct a' thorough radiol cal
study, including aeriel radiation surveys and: terrestrial and
warine stuldies, of Bikini and thirteen other islands and atolls
in tha northern Marehball Islands that received fallout from
one or more ot the u.s. nucletr tests 1nlthe,Pacific.

. The survey qas~conducted in late 1978, and stwa of the
results from the aerial surveys have been released. Before the
survey was even conducted, however, m dical. examinatiohs con-
ducted in April, 1978.on the.145 people 'who had been moved back
to Bikint in the esarly 1970's showed body burdens so high that
1t was mecessary to kove them otf Bikini Islnnd

' ' Based on these nedical examinatiﬂns and prelininery
rezults zrom the radiological :survey, the United Statee Bas
announced that Bikini;Island: will be off iimits for habitation
or egricultural use. for approximately 60 years and that Enau
Island dn Bikini Atoll will be off 11m1ts for at least 20-25
YHArS.

The B1kinians, who are conqued by the conflicting
infor-ation they have'received over the ysars, do not undar-
stand uby Qarller snr?eya of Biknnl w¢re ‘srroneous. Thoy
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hlve, nhdorstandablyy lost Ill trust in u. su GOVernnaut
sciintlsts. S \ {
< I expressed these views on behalf of the 6&091. of
Bikxni last month in. remarke to the United Mations Trustesship
Council (see attacheent at pages 10-11}), and I reguestaf that ,
an intermational committee of ‘scientists, having no coznection
with or interest in 'the U.S. 9overnnent or the U.S. nuclear
testing program,‘indcpendently ‘review and assess the rugults
and cooclusions of the northern Marshall Islands radiologlcal
survey, spetificallyias they.apply to the safety of Bikimi
and Enpu Islandg in Bikini- Atoll. Last week; I made tha Bame
request to the U.S. ‘goverrmerdt,” snggesting that the United
States fund an independent asaessment of the survey by a com~
mittee of international scientists or, 'perhaps fund soveral

indtpenacnt assessments by inﬂividual nonyunited States
&C i&ﬁlt‘ j

Given the inportancc of this survuy to the futoxe
of the Bikinians, the past mistakes of U.S,:scientists in
noasuring and/or assessing. the safety of Bikznl. and tha
uncertainties concerning the long-term effeet of low levels
of radiation, 1 believe that it is in|the interests of all
parties to seek independent assessment of the survey. Al-
thongh I have not yet received a formal reply from the United
States government, ‘I am hopeful that %t will 'respond favorably
to tbo )1kin1ans' requezt. L

- ' In theievent that the Un1ted States does agrea to
fund an ibdzpendent review of the northern:Marshall Islands
rediclogical survey, would.you be’ 1nterested in participa
in this review? Some of the broad questions the Blkiﬂilﬂl
seck to hmve answered are the £011ow1ng- o i

';—-f' Was the propar methodoloqy uaed in the
narthern Marshalls SﬂIVBY’- ) L
‘ - - Dpid the survey ehploy the boxt available
tochnological technique: -And cquxpment? C

e’ Are the data’ collected frOn the survey nccurtta
and reliablp? ' v \

~~-. Are the conclusions. p;edlctions and riek
aanessnants concerning:the future safety of Bikianl and Enen
Irlands valid? An analysis of this issue would, of courea,
nucessitate a review of both the Burvey and the April,- 1978
n&dical,exaninatxons.w - A
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It you would be. interested in partic1pat1nq in this

project, please let me know at your earliest conveniences. 1f

you wish, I will send you detailéd mfomticn concerning the
survvy m t.he nedical axaninwdona
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I look £orward to henring fl’-"oﬂ m ‘soon.
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