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It is obvigus frem the feregeing that health physielans
and physioists cannot be expested to approve the proposed test om
the basis of complete radiclogical safety « no matter whether it is
held in this country or elsewhere. Therefors, we must adopt a
more practical basis. As a matter of fact this has alresady beeh
done. PFor instance, we no leager speak of "tolarance amounts*® of
radiation or radiocastive amaterial becauss the term "tolerance®
implies that no harm would result. We use instead the expression
spermissible amountse which lsaves out the impligation of cemplete
safety., This philosophy i1s now generally ascepted and it can
readily bs applied to the test under consideration. Accordingly,
there will be no diffieulty in obtaining the approval of health
physicians and physicists 4f the radiolegical hasard can be reduced
te an acteptable limit. What constitutes an asceptable limit is
largely a matter of opinion and is influeneed by many factors. The
general feeling is that the hazard should be as lew as prasticable.
It is odvious that rediclogical hasard weuld be less and mere ‘
agesptable Aif the test were to be held on a deserted island. The
advantages of holding the test in this country, therefore, aust de
sufficiently greater te justify the asdditional hasard. Tn my
opinion the advantages far outweigh the additional risk, which X.
consider to be well within seceeptable limits,

Por better or for warse, atoalsc eaergy 1s with us and we
nmuast live with it. The more experience we have with its radiclogical
aspocts the soconsr we oan solve zome of the problems. This is ‘
particularly impertant in view of the existing intornational tension,
vhich may infliet on us major problems at any time. If the test is
held in this country it will provide information and axperience
urgently needed for military and civil defense, under conditions that
permit long term study of the radiologieal hasards. Al the seme time
1t will make possible a "full dress rechearsal® of civil defense
measures, and the experience gained thereby would be of inestimsble
value in case of an atomie weapons attask.

~ The question of rediation hazard ariesing from the presence
of radioastive particles, was raised at the meeting, This is the
great unknown and the main cbjection to helding the test in this
country. It ia, therefore, importan{ to take &ll possibls
precaukions in this regard. A large site i{n sn unpopulated regicn that
can be lept under clese supervision for a long time, is essential. The
two sites discussed at the meeting seem to fulfill these requirements.
By proper planning it should be possibls to obtain a great deal of
valuable information on the particle preblem itself. I refer here
te information of a physical nature (partiecle sises, concentratien,
radicactivity, etc... subsequent plekup by wind, eics) and net to
biological data which entalls the lapse of a loag interval of time.
The phyeical and related data alone, however, would be of great valme
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in planning defense measures for the immediate future.
ledge of the physical aspects of the problem weuld be

Batter inowe
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in planning diological experiments on the radiosctive part
problem,

I shall summarize the views expressed abeve as follows:
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The test involves redislegisal hasards no matter where
it 1is held,
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There are very definite advantages Muﬂum test
in this countryy.

Therefore, Immthatthclﬂﬂasmuct
be made in this ocountry.

The test shall inelnde a thareugh study of the partiole
problem and a rehearsil of oivil defense messures, beth
of which geuld not be carried out satisfacterily om
the site originally ssgpested,
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