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POS§IBLF RI.TURN OF BIKINl NATIVES 

Letter to Mr. Dean fror: James P. Davis, Director Office 
of Territories, Department of Interior 

Enclosed a letter to Davis from McConnell, Deputy High 
Commissioner, Pacific Trust Territories ~ointing out 

I< 

the need for aouthing to be done tor t.he Bikini natives 
now living on 1111. Fishing is poor, poor harbor 
facilities and general conditions are poor. The enclosure 
asks: 

1. Can natives be returned to Bikini? 
2. ?lould AEC prcvide some money to lazy another 

island tor the natives. 

Davis asks it early conference can be set up. 

(Mr. Dean asked Mr. Boyer to have Biolo':'.Y & Medicine -
Divisiou of Military Ap~lieation get togeth~r a position 
for him to take during the meeting.) 

Memorandum to Mr. Dean frOll Mr. Boyer 
Recommends that no assurance be given that natives can 
ever return to Bikini becauses 

1. .u:c may need Bikini if Eniwetok goes up with M. 
2. Or contamination may be so bad we cannot use 

Eniwetok for a long time. 

Biology & Medicine states no radioactive hazards at 
Bikini that would harm natives if they were returned, 
1'ut Mr. Boyer reccr..mends that this information should 
not be volunteered since there 11 some doubt on the 
basis wrJ1Ch A.EC would want to prevent return ot the 
natives. Mr. Boyer etatee A.F:C has no money to buy 
&nother island for the natives or to compen~te them 
for Bikini. Last sentence states that AEC would be 
glad to testify th~t Bikini is not available to the 
natives. 

Memorandum to Mr. Boyer frar. Mr. Dean 
States that he was visited b:· Thomas, Davis and Sady to 
discuss the matter. Mr. Dean told them that we would 
have to secure acditicnal infom&tion on radioactive 
hazards at Bilcini since bet survey was made in 1949, also 
tole thern that .t..EC 111ght still have to use Bikini • 
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DaTis asked two th1.ng11 

1. laTe a recheck aade on radioactivity at Bikini and 
it aate, 

2. Consider another illand tor test UH. 

Ill'. D9an Mid that Thclu• ud Dade would 1- lapJ'7 w 
aul"ft7 the tru•t island• to find one aeetiq on 
apeciticat1ona. 

(Mote on memo to C.neral Fields tor Ir. Bo)rer • 
Please have a further study made ot this problem.) 

Letter to Mr. Dean from Darla 
Confirmed agreements or conference 
l. A.EC will re-examine health hasarda at Bikini. 
2. AEC will advise of island cbaractertt tica of 

another test island. 
3. Interior will suggest poeaible islands a1 teat sites. 

l•o to Colc:nel Schlatter troe Colonel Sturges 
Sturges discussed aatter with s.q, Department. of Interior 
who stated that Bmolulu Ottioe ot Interior aeked to prorl._ 
infol'llation on suitable islands and atolls as test sites 
1n place ot Bikini. 

(Colonel Schlatter note: After abaft inf'oraation 111 
available, we will ask Santa Fe Operations it one of the 
uninhabited islands will serve as an alternete rather 
than Bikini.) 

Merno to Sturg«'S tror. Bugher 
Confirms their telephone conversation to the effect that 
a re-surYey or Bilcini coincide• with 81010£1 A Ked1c1ne pl.all 
to have t.hia done in near future. '1'he7 haYe the 11one1 to 
do this. Dr. Donaldson, Univerait7 or laehin.gton Fish 
Laboratory, will get a team together. Since it will be 
tlome months before they are rcad7, a.igher asks tor specific 
questions needing an answer right ... y. 

Following actions eeem necessary: 

1. Cet Biology It ledlc1ne to state final position, ae eocn aa possible ae 
to whether Bik1n1 is sate for the natives to return and live there. 

2. Aaauming B1ldn1 sate, SFO·.U:C 111Uet determine whether Bikini should be 
held aa test site. 

3. Assuming we can get along without Bikini, SFO-AEC must select another 
island from the list to be sul:altted by the Department or Interior. 

4. Question cf mone;.· to pay tor another island tor the natives must be 
resolved ir we decide to keep Bikini. 
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