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Dear !r. Sccretary:

As you will recall, in the years irmediastely folloving the end of
World Wer II the United States used the Eniwetok and Bikini Atolls

in the Marshall Islands for nuclear testing purposes. The Marshalls
are a part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, The people
formerly livinz on Iniwetok werc moved to the nearby atoll of Ujelang
and the Bikini people were ultimately moved to the island of Kili.
Eniwetok vwas used as the base for conducting tests in the area and,
we understand, is ia activa use by thwe Defense establishment at the
present time. 3ikini has not been used as 2 test site since the nid-

1950s.
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The peopla of Bikini were resettled on the island of Kili, which is
not an atoll with an assoclated lazoom, but is a small islaﬂd with a
friaging reef. Access to the islaad is extremely difficult at best
and is alhobt impos3ible at sone times of the year waen thie seas are
8o heazvy as to prevent small boats from moving over the reef to or
walyn

fron the islend. The 1sland 4s in a fairly hunid part of the arshalls
and has a hicher per-acre agricultural poteantial thsn does Bikini. How-
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ever, the land areca of Kili 13 approximately one-third of a square rille,
whereas the land arca of Bikini Atoll 1is in excess of two square miles,
In recopnition of the substantially more limited land area on ¥ili, as
well as tie people's dependence upon a lagoon, the Bikini people were
granted certaia uze richuts in the necardy Jalult Atoll as partial compen—
satioa. Thelr ability to use the Jaluit rcsources is, of course, limited
by the frequent difficuvlty of getting to and from Kild.

On Noveber 22, 1956, the peoople of ili concleded an agrecweant with tae
Coverazent of the Trust Territory, acting on behalf of the United States.
Under the tervs of thds agreazmant, the Trust Territory graated to the
formar Tikini people use rights in tae lznds and waters at XKili and Jaluit,
as I have described thenm, until such tima as it might be possible for them
to return to Zikini, providing they then wish to return., 1In addition, the
foruer Likini people were pald $325,003, of which $25,000 was pafd directly
and the renainder invested, the in»ereot beiny periodically paid to thea.
Tne 1956 agreement also provided that:
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“The Govcrament of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
and/or the Goverasent of the United States of Arerica shall
possess the full use risats to Dikini Atoll uvatil such tine a

it deterndnes it vill no loager be nccessary to pecupy-and use
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Dasyite efferts over several years to assurc the Kill people that
say return to 2ikYai would be far in the future, they have coutia-
ucd to eatertain a desirc to retern. In 1565 they approached the
High Commissioner coacerning the posafility of polnsg back. Toward
that cnd, tae #dich Corrmdssioner and this Departzent requested th
Atomic Energy Cormission to make a detalled study of tue remaluiasg
2evels of radioactivity in the atoll iu view of an indication taat
the levels werc no longer dangerous. This study was conductad in
April 1357 and the AEC expects scoa to be shle to cozplete ita
aualysis of tie data arnd to advisc us whather or mot the atoll is
in fact safc for licman habitation 2rd the conduct of normal Ysr-
shallase livelinood. :

Azaingt taz preushility that tiz Atomic Inerzy Commission will
coaclude withain the next fow wesks tihat the atoll is in fact safe,
w2 siould 1lile respectfully to rcquest that you detemaine wuether
there 3till recains aay nationsl security n2ed for Bikind Atoll.
Ve recognize thzt a ajor land clezring and resattloment progran
will L2 requiral befors a reotura Sy the ¥ild peeple to Eikind is
actually possisle, and the hizh Coowmissionor 1s drasing up the
details of sucii 2 prropesal to poroit all of us to plan rore thor-
ouziily the naxt steps which mead te be toien. Losever, It i1l te
necessary te know as Boon &3 possible after thz wealth determina-
ticn 13 nade whathor or mot, from the Lefense staandpoint, tis people
can be returnsd to Biliini.

Yay T suggest that thiare are certaln “political™ eriteria wvhich we
belicve shoeld be weighed 4dn reaching 8 concluszion with resnect to
Sikini. One 4s tae gea=rally faveranls attituds which the 'Hero-
nesizns noyw have toward the Ucited States, an attitude uihilch we
balieve stould he encourssed asd would be encouraged by the raturn

£ the 81kiuil people. 2Lnotacr ds th= possible wced, some tine du
the future, for additional rilitary land acquisition in the Trust
Territory. 7Th2 land-poor 'icrozesian iz likely to have a vore
favoravlc reaction tovard such additional scquicition 1if a dewon-
- Btration 45 cleorly made that fts lands, suca 2s Bikini, which are
no loager necded, are 1n fact promptly returned. Tairdly, we vould
1ist the overall credit which would accrue to the Uaited States 4f
these people, oace displaced for puclear testiny by the unitad States,
could be proiptly restored to thcir historie and tracitionsl hote a3
soon as it becomes feasible to do so.
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In the total ecope of v;orid problems, the return of a small group

of people to their homcland may not loom large. Howavor, the issue
has assunsd symbolic proportions in our ralatfonship with Mdcronesis
and the Weatern Pacific. I hope that we may enlist your personal
interest and support for a favorable determination at the esrliest
tizme that the situation will parmit. Assiastant Secretary Harry R.
Anderson and the Director of our Office of Territories are prepered
to discuss the matter in greater detail with such officlals of your
Departmaat as you may designate., 4

Sinéerﬂy yoirs, '

teg Stewart L Udalt

Secretary of the Interior

Hoa} Clark . Clifford
Sechétary: of Defease
Ihc.tcntagon
¥asjilngton, -D.C. 20301
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cc: —Chas. Johnson

Miss E.A.Brown
+Dr.DR,.Fritsch «
. OMr. Norwood
“*Mr. Holland




