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Date ;o /1~/?'/ 

AG.,L"l.. 

Dr. Alvin C. Graves 
Los Alaoos Scientific 
P.O. 1663 
Los Alamoe, Wew Kerlco 

Dear Dr. Graves: :: , l10CIJt.fmr COHS!STS Of •• ~---~ .. ~ .•.. or .... : ... cm, ~ 1 
In reference to our letter to the Executive Agent regarding Operation 

CAST!Jl, a copy of w~ich I sent you last week, the problem has been dis­
cussed in more detail with Stan :Burriss who has been vi th us this week. 
Re was very helpful in clarifying several aspects of CASTiiE. I was in­
formed yesterd~ that the JOS decided the Army will continue as Executive 
.Agent for CASTLE, and that I will remain as Task Force Commander for that 
operation. 

I consider the major problem (from the standpoint of Service support) 
is whether Eniwetok must St?;ain be evacuated. This determine!! the plan for 
basing major elements of the Task Force, particularly the Air Force Task 
Group with their test aircraft. It is necesea.ry to resolve this problem 
at the earliest practicable date. 

As you know, the proble~ of basiDg substantial numbers of aircraft 
on Xvajalein has caused a major readjustment in the construction program 
at that station, which the Navy e~ects will be relieved when we leave the 
latter part of December 1952. They plan to tear down the buildings we are 
to occupy during IVY, reorient the rim:wey, and in general proceed vi th t heir 
construction program. Shaul.dwe find it necessary to request facilities on 
XwajaJ.ein for CASTIE similar to those furnished for IVY, a major disruption 
of their construction program would result. I !eel certain w.e would meet 
with strenuous objectiong !rom the J'avy. 

Aside !rom the probable non-ava.ilabili ty of l:wajalein, the advantages 
ot baqing the entire task force on Eniwetok are numerous. For Operation 
IVY, the requirements for basing nearly six hundred personnel over the maxi­
mum that Xwajalein can accammodate has already necessitated planning for the 
basing o! Rome aircraft at lliekam which is not the beat procedure. The 
Hickam plan, i! :!eaaible, will aceOlIII!lodate only a small portion of the 
1 overSt?;e. ti Unles!! ye can further disperee our personnel and airplanes to 
other localities we may be forced to c.ut down on the scope of the scientific 
effort. Th.is h an e:rample of the proble:o that can be overcome fo'!' C.ASTiiE 
by basing the entire task force on ENIWETOK, where w have adequate space 
and facilities. 
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Eyacuation of Eniwetok is heaTily- expensive in Service support in 
that we require a sizable number of ships for this purpose. In ad.di ti on 
to the operational considerations, further damage to the Eniwetok installa­
tions as may be indicated by the "MID• results will have to be considered.. 

I believe the most serious consideration should be given to detonatiDg 
CJ.STtm on UJELANG Atoll, :BIXINI, or elsewhere. The problem at W'ELANG in­
Tolves the relocation of 158 natives, but I do not believe this to be an 
insurmountable obstacle. There is a possible rad-safe hazard to the follow­
ing inhs.bi ted civilian communities in the vicinity of :BIXINI 1 Rongels;p 112 
inhabitants, Utirik 178, Wotho 30 •. However we can no doubt arrange !or an 
evacuation capability in eac'.!:l. case. Incidentally, the attitude of CINCPAC 
haR been that he will provide evacuation capabilities at those inhabited 
atolls where IVY might cause a rad-safe hazard. CINCPAC will have to do the 
!'lame :for CAST!E. 

The inclosed chart gives native population streDgths at the critical 
points, and may be helpful to you. 

l Incl: 

u 22~1 

Chart - ~orward Area native 
Population 
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Sincerely yours, 

P. W. CLABXSON 
Maj or General, USA 
Commender 
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FORWARD AREA NATIVE POPULATION 
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l!HIW_iTOK ATOLL o O~OHCELAI' ATOLL I MEJIT ISi.AHO 

~ '?. 
112 

AILUK ATOLL 401~ JJI ~-~--------L--------------~-J~~~·~·~~~~~~~~--~fw~o~T~~A~»~qA~~ • ~ 
Q · ~ n~Arou 

Jlr. ~JEUHG ATOLL 151 UJAE ATOLL KWAJ.~LEIH ATOLL c:» 260 

. \ • ~ '·"' "'I (Jo!r~rL 
Q t> MARILO A TOLL JSI 

HCMIWllll A TOLL 174 

/.\ I HAMA ISi.ANO 5JS T~OC.i 
J .. arJ LOSAI' A TOLL 705 

llC ATOLL I 
us 

l!TAL ATOLL 227 ~ • LUKUHORI 
UTAWAH ATOLL~"" ATOLL 

t' 1,317 Ill 

ICAl'IHGAMA•AHGI A TOLL °' 

~ HUllCUOltO ATOLL 
211 

l'OHAl'I! ISi.AHO 

o.9 u11 

0 
MOllCIL ATOLL JO 

CloHG.4 Tl/IC A TOLL lH 

~l'IHGEUI' ATOLL 6ll 

KUSAIE ISi.AHO I, 952 0 

P'igurea in Red indicate 
nwaber ot nautical mile a. 

LAE ATOLL AUR 
1'4 t HAMU ATOLL ATOLLO 

US ISUHOt'l 400 517 
41 ~ 0 

<J 
AIUHGLAl'AUI' ATOLL 

711 

JALUIT ATOLL 

1,177 ~ 

HAMORlllC A TOLL 444 I llCIU tlSLAHO 
174 

EIOH A TOLL 79t ~ 

LEGEND: 

Total Popul•tion of Area - 37,4114 
Ponapo Oialtict - 10,397 
Truk Diatnct - 15, 788 

Maraball Oiatricl - ll,299 

(Figures are native popula1ion) 
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