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UNIQUE nocuMENi--"~.w;;i 
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY If 

WASHINGTON 

Prea14ent :lobert Clor4on 8pJ'Oal 
Un1Yere1t1 or Cal1torn1a 
Berkeley ,, Oa11torn1a 

Dear Pre~14ent lproul: 

;:i.04::::;::::;:'.':i 'fr~ 

I JUN J90 

!he laTJ" 'Depa.Phent, tn eooperatlon with 'he War 
Department an4 the Atoalo ••1'11 Com1•tlon, 11 preparing 
to eend an exped1,1on to Blklnl Atoll 1n the near tatue to 
1nTeet1gate any poeelble long term effeot•· ot the atom bOtlb 

_ eXploa1one oondnoted lalt nmer on the .organ1sma, the reef• 
or 'he lelanda or •he Atoll. lo1en,1na of the U. 8. ,Oeologt
eal. BuPYe1, the rtah and W114 Llte Berno•, th• Rational. . 
Museum, the Un1Ters1tJ of Valhlngton, l'antor4 Un1T~e1'7, 
and the Sorippa Inet1"1,lon of Ooeanogl'&pb7 'tflll put1o1pate 
ln the exped1't1on. It la hoped 'o e&l'J7 Ollt a thoroughgolng 
1nvest1gat1on of ••Teral aapeote of the biology and geologr 
ot 'h1a 1ntere~t1ng and little known region. It le planned ' 
'hat the exped1,1on v111 leaTe Ian DI.ego about the tlr•' ot 
Jul7 and ¥111 be at B1klnl tor elX nets nar•lng 15 Jal.J. 

Radiologloal •taeurementa made a few week.a after 
.the andel"Water burst laet IUDler lhowed that TeJ!'I large aaoun' 
or rad1oaot1Te aater1a11 had been aoou.mulated by marine planta 
growing on the rHt. !'hese plant a tol'll the baelo food eupplJ 
tor the tiah. and ma.r1ne lnTertebratea ot the atoll: these anl-
118.l.1 aleo were fotlftd 'o l>e heaY117 oont•lna,ed. ATa1lable 
eTidence suggests 'Chat oon11derable emounta or rad1oact1Te ·· 
materials are etlll present. fre1uabl7 t ~t1o1ent t1Jle ha1 
now elapsed to bring about· at lea1t p&rtl.&l. eon41t1ona ot 
e~u1llbr1um whloh aa1 aake pos1lble •uaatltat1Ye atudie• of 
the prooeaaea lnYolYed ln 'l'alleter and aoeuulat1on ot rallo
aci~Te aubstanoee from water and 1e41aent to the plant1 an4 
hence to the an1aal.1. Such 1tudle1 M.J be of great importance 
1n tuture planning tor atom1o detenae. lloreoTer, the anuaual 
l>hf aioloa and en•lrouental eond1t1oa• of both 'h• land and 
the marine plant a ot lhe · •'olll eombl.ned v1 th the presence ot 
rad1oact1Te tracer l\tbetanoee n relat1Yel.J' large amounts, lla1 
1Uke po1ii•1ble a an1qne oontrlbatlon 'o baalo problems ot pl.ant 
nutrition. 

In order to ln•ure 'he attainment of these lllpo~• 
obJeotlvea ra41oohemioal lnTe1t1ga,1ona ... t be llftdertaken 
ander the leaderlhlp et ao1ent1ate ooapeteatto 4eal both with 
the ohem1etrJ ot ra41oaot1•e t1ee1on· ro4aota and .. wi:th·· Nblema .. __ 
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of plant ma,.-1,lon an4 eoll eh•let17. D180U1aloaa vltb 
1eaaer1 ln th••• Yarloaa tl•U• MT• lhoVll tlaat IUh • _.. 
'lnatlon ot .. leatlt1o ab11l•l•• le 'YePJ' ..... rroa the•• 
4lllhea1one t' l• eYtdent tbat the Mtltandhg apeela119'• 
ln ~robln• of th1• '11>• ar-e Dra. R. L. OT••'treet an4 Lnla 
laoobaon or th• Coilegti ot Agneul•ar• •f the VnlTenltJ' •f 
Callfol'ftla. t>r. O.er•treet i>artlelt>•'ed la last a•ol a 
'•d• at Bltlnt and eon,n'bt1te4 reaalte ot a&Jor laponaaee. 

ta Yln er th••• etroananoee I • theHtoN pn-
811J11ng 'o requ••' on behalf et the IUJ hpal'h•' that J9ta 
au,horl ze Proteaaor• 0Ter1treet an4 laoolasoa to parttelpa\e 
1n this eumnter•a erpe41,1on to IU.W aa lead.rs et tile Pacl.lo
Ohet11oal group ot the proJ "'. I N&llae that •eh ,,.nla1-
pa ,1on u.7 illTOl•• eoa1l4enbl• perM!lal U.0.Yenlenoe '9 
Chene tt01entl•te and alto ••7 4elaJ ••her nlaabl• •a plamle4 
by the Unlver•ltJ lnlt I ft8PM,"11l.J age thai the lapol'kftOe 
or th• wort •' aik1a1 both to ke1o .. 1eue p4 to proU•• 
or na'1onal defense, l~a,lfJ a d1••r•lon ot ~· ti.a• and 
energlea of Protecaore OYerstl'fft an4 JaoobMA hrlng tb• 
•om.lng '11.re• aoniha. 

CCt 

11noenl.J roar•, 

J>ean Rutoh1ntt0n DAMES FORRESTAL 
College or Afrl•ttl"1N 
Unlvera1i1 of Callfol'ftla 
Berkele1, Calltorn1a 

Jitr. DaY1d Ult.enthal. / 
Chalrma."l, A'°111• lnergJ Coealaalon 
Watlhington, P. C. 

l>ean hattord L. WarHn 
~ollege or K~lelne 
Unl•er1it7 of Calltornla at Loa Angel•• 
Lo• Angel••, Ca11torn1a 


