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Captain Wilbur -~. •\ ellttm 
Gonrmanding ,J!f icer 
l'faval Me<lic.11 ·~esearcn Insti~ute 
aB.thesda 14, ~land 

Dear Captain .Aellum: 

December ,3, 1953 

The biorud1cal proeram conducted in Nevada 1n the Upshot-;~thole 
aeries of tests last spring has deVelo;>cd in.tar"rJ.3.tion t•ery iln'.Jortrult 
not onl~- to .,ur general interests hilt. ot. ineatitub.le value to civil 
defense planning. The success o.f these expcri:Jenta was ... i.ue in 
large part to the partir.i~tion or star! menbars ot -m.mz, and in 
particular to the very effective work at Commander Eugene Cronkite 
and tllose who tJerved under his direction. The prograi.1 Has 3 very 
complicated on11 and involved relationships vith many laiJoratories 
and 1.miversities throughout t.lle countr:r, and l1aa conductec! ··dth 
an unusually !Ugh ·>rorn>rt1on of successful experir.lents. On behalf' 
of tm Atollic ~.nergy Comission I ldsh to thank you for t:Je g:raat 
support you have dven, and wiah to request t!lat you transmit to 
Commander Cronkite and the others o~ ;roar staff b'ho so ef.factively 
gave thelr anergias to this procram our very great appreciation 
ot t..'leir accomplis.hment.s. 

:.Je are now con.t'ronted with the ">robll!IU of makil1:_r this i.IU."or::iat1on 
and experience of' maxiJm.lm value to the !161.tion in a short a til:le 
:is ;>ossible. I am callin~ a ser:tes or conferencea in .Tan.ua17 .'.Uxl 
.Webruaey vbicn l hope wi.il liS'ljoy the ;Jartic:ipa.tion of Com."llander 
Cronkite. 'l'ne :first of tnese is on Ja:.ua.ry 14 and 15, 19.5'.4 L.-i 
1-~asnington ana is a special ;n.eeting of t.ha ,\LC d:lo•dical Prograi 
i)irectors called in .from their :Jtations around the country to ~ 
brought up-to-Cate on our present knowlodge ot weapons eff acts. 
These key men in the atomic energy biomedical. µrogrna will then. 
becol118 centers for inforr.i.at.ion and adTice to civil defense officials 
in their areas. 
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Captain H. A• r.ellum -2-

The next ovent fol.J.owing \dll i.ie on January 21, 1954 uhen T man to 
present to the Jiometlical ".lla.nnin~~ a.."ld :;creening iA>nni:ttwe t.na results 
of the ;>rQbT::.lUS whicll t,hey oriF;inally outlined and which was carried 
out at ;·Jevada. 

'l'he third conf erunce is an intarnat.ional one oi ?ery great import.a.nee • 
. /e oLUl to (;:tll a .i1twti.:!~ of renrescntat.ivas t')f '-:a.nada, t1reat. dritain 
and thn 1Initad . tatus for a.11 e.xcharu;a of classifioo in1"orma'tio'!'l under 
the :iew topic o;~ .,,'.le .~tjc!'t.~ica.::.. r.'ooperation Program. Th13 \Jill oe a 
three-day confdrence in or near \iaahington. probably aoout the 1d.ddle 
ot February. It would be oi' tba greatat>t. value to the success of t.00 
conference i.1' Cominand.er Cronkite could be permit.tad to be a member of 
the iimericm delecation. The conference will be called an.rt or~~anized 
by rqseli and will operate undar the Atomic i.·nerer CoMnlission Technical 
Cooperati :m :·'ror;ram oot will oo audited cy reoresont.atives of the 
Federal Civil \:tefoneoJ d . .i.'rlni.3trati~,. 

In order to fo~lL;e this request, I 31'! ini.tia.ting ti-.e '18C686~" 
ccmmunication to The _;urgeon ~anern.l.1 a cony of uhic11 1s anclosed. 

cc: Ur. Paul. ,-;c;Janiel 

BUn:cR/fa 

:.:iincerely '!ours, 

Jo11n c.. ilµ.hor, ". o • 
Director 
j.)ivi~i:.m of J:l.olOQ""J ~lltd Medicine 
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