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Dear Captain Xellums

The biomsdical program conducted in Hevada in the Upshot-inothole
serizs of tests last spring ims developed information very imnortant
not only &5 our general interests but of inestiaable value to civil
defense planning. The success of thess experinents was Jdue In
large part to the partieipation of staff membaers of WRI, and in
particular to the very effective work of Commander Fugene Cronidte
and tiwwse who served urnder nhis direction. The program was a very
complicated one and invelved relatimmships with many laboratories
and universities throughout the countrr, and was conducted with

an unusually high srovortion of successful experiments. In behalf
of the Atomic -nerpy Commission I wish to thanx you for tie great
support you have wiven, and wisia to request that you transaitl to
Commander Cronkite and the others of your staff who so effactively
gave thelr amergies to this propram our very great appreciation

of their accomplisiments,

8 are now contronted with the »roblems of makine ihds information
and experience of maximim value %3 the nation in as short a tine
as nossible. I am cailing a series of conferences in January and
February winicn I hops wiil enjoy the participation of Commander
Cronkite. Thne first of these is on January 14 and 15, 19%4 in
Washington and is a special meeting of the 1LC Jlomedical Program
Jirectors called in from their stations around the country to e
trought up-to-iate on our present knowledge of weapons effacts.
These key men in the atomic enerygy biomedical prograa will then
bacome centers for infornation and advice to civil defense officials
in their areas,
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Captain W. Ze Xellum -2 December 4, 1953

The next ovent fol.owing will be on January 21, 19t} hen T visn to
presant to the .domedical Plannding and ereening Lommittuwe tie results
of the prograas wnich they originally outlined and which was carried
out at jjevada.

The third conference is an international one or very great Lmportance.
e nlap to call a mecting of reoresentatives nf “anada, Great aritain
and tho nlied [ tates for an exchane of classified information wixler
the 1ew topic of “ne Jechrival Tooperation Programe This wiili oe a
three-dar conference in or near Jashington, probably avout the wmiddle
of February. It would be of the greatest value to the success of the
conference if Comnander Cronkite could be permitted to be a member of
the imerican delerationes The conference will be called and organized
by myself and will operate undar tae itomic Fnerpgy Commission Technical
Cooperati on “ropram mt wiil Do audited vy reoresentatives of the
Federal Civil Uefenae dwinistration.

In order to formali:e tais reguest, I an initiating tie neecessary
commnication to The Surgeon ieneral, a copy of vhich 1s enclosed.

sincerely vours,

Joim (. 3ugher, .0,

pirector

Ulvision of ilology and Hedicine
ccs Ure Paul rcuaniel
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