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It baa been aeaerted that tba operatiana at tbe levada &oving 

Groumi part1aular~ tboee in tbe llpl"iDg ..n.., 1953, haft been 

advarae to the national interut. !ha .A:tm:Lo laslf Qmn1 ••im and 

the llepartaant ~ WDM bel.ine, to tll9 wtaq, bt tba• 

open.ticma haw wll Ml"'ftd the m.tianal. itltlnat. 

The fmr teat aariu of the put 2t )"eU'IJ 11mal"f1Da __ 

detanatioms have apeeded tba wapcma ~ pnsram ~ th1a 

nation by at laut ona 79&r and poaeiblT tvo u tM•IJCI*). vith wba.t 

would have been poaaible had thaae tests bee. loaatecl at the PacU'io 

Proving Ground. The coat in doll•r• bu bee 1eaa than tbat 

of ~ on t.base operationa 1n the 1ao:lt1o, tlnd tbe aavinp in 

acientitic JaDpOWllr' haTe been 1mal.uabla. 

The lllOBt 1"808Dt aeries 1~•1 dad ?UW.ta ot tbe hi gbeat i»prt.ance. 

P:l:ve of the datQZ18.t1oms advanced tbe tba:rm:mucl.alr wapoms program. 

wapona. Far a:a:w.>1•1 cme ocmt1rmd a ~ 10d.cb. ia .now being applied 

to increasing the str1k1ng pc:nMZ" of the tJaaiomble atar1ala in our 

V&apona. Another proved-in tbe atan:l.c 1m'h9ad tor larp cal1ber 

artillery projectilea. A third prodnced Jmovlec1ge Gr the etteata Of 
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weapons vbiah vill lead to more attlcimt uae ot both tactical 

and. strategic atcmd.c weapona should tba neecl arl.H. 

In shart, enarmaus ga:fJul in clatma1v. powm- ot the tree world 

have coma tram these teata. 

The datcmat1ona have prodllced no mbataDt.1al lluarda to the plhlic 

health and safety. Cb the proving gram4 it.alt mma ot the Wl"kman, 
, .. ·1 

the acient1ata, eng:fMC"8 nar the tToopa ban - ._ oloee to 

axpsriencing radiation 8ic1mau or lalan inJUl'J'. Par tbe peopl.a 

ott-aite there bu been no reucm. to gl.v. MriGwl ooa1~dcat1cm to 

injury. The record ot highest radiaticm. apolfUl'8ll 1n popilated ueu 

outside the proving ground ha.a bean pibli•bed in tha A.IC'• 14th 

Semiannual Report to Congress. It•a ~ ahCNll DO hazard to health. 

L1V98tock grazing in the 1mmadiate v.tcdn:l:tq ot the proving grow'ld 

have sui'f'ered same ncxninal inJU17 troll radioact!.'9 tall-ou.t. (Hare 

) 

su.p~ the facts ~e nna117 datenr!md.) !be livestock herds and tl,~ocka 

affected were in close-in areu wbare their P'aJdJJs,.. a calculated 

risk an the part ot the owners. lleftrthalu• tba .ABC baa DlOV9d. to 

ccmpmsa.te.(Ba:re vbat the f'acta turn cut to be.) 

Tha tests bave brought incoaverd ence to ... indwrtries am am..nt11':1c 

•tud7 antarpriaes whose produata or oparaticma are attected b.r incraue 

in tbe background radiation brought OD b,y radiaaatift f'all.-ou.t. The tilm 

indwltr,y, b.Ol.'e'i'w.9\" with AEC coaparatian baa lem:mcl to live with the 
"""~TR1r.-~- " , ' ' ', ' \ ' ~ ' ' ' '-"' . -, ,• ' ' J ~ ~ ·: ' l .• t '. 



increases in ba.ckgrOUlld radiation brought on temporarily by test 

detonations. There have been no cla1ma DBde tar compensation. 

In order to assure protection of the public heal th and safety, 

ve have taken rigid precautions as to the character of the shots and 

their timing to coincide with tavarabla mteorological conditions. 

<br view ot the net etf ect of the teats an the national interest 

1a ·that they have greatly advanced our military stnmgthJ and have 

not in any serious or even signif'icant regard brought harm to persons 

or property. 
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