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ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

T=7 AUG = 1950

Colonsl B. Ge llolzman

Deputy Chief of Ctaff

i.asearch nnd Development

Alr Forces “pecial ‘eapons Center

Eirtlond Air Force Fzse

£1buguercue, lew lexico BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Dear Colonel Holzmant

In late 1948 “he 'rmed Forces Cpecisl Yigapons Project undertook for the
Atenic Energy Commission & study to determine the physicsl feasibility
of continental astomic tertr, This stucy rms designated "Frojact ‘hatmeir."
In general, the study trans;osed phenomena concerning rtomic clouds and
fallout ze orserved in the trories o various -~ontimental locatlons,

The “ifference in reteorclogy “etween ‘he irrshall Islands and contlnen~

EApS

tel inited St -t2e Leint one of “he orip-ry ‘actors conaliered,

In connectlion —ith *he current revicw of ‘he use of “he Huvrda Froving
Grounts, I fesl it arpropriate that the assumptions snd verious ‘mctors,
as consifered in “he originel study, be reeavalusted in litht of exypericnce
geined rom 2ctual continental muclear Jetonzticn, and thet cnother look
be *taken ~t other noseilles contincntal *est eltos o zccert-in 47 the
oravious conc~liurisne rre ztill velid. 1In this -onnectlon, rerort on
irolrct Motmeg, (Pose 425, stotsss

“Conclusions: It must Le conciuded, therefore, aflter trensposing
the results of “he Tniretol tesis tc » continentszl envircrment thets

a, Tests conducted within “he cortineni o the nited St-tes
ot rroperly encineered test citasz, uncer rroper metenrological
conditions, will result in no herm to yomul:stion, economy or
Industry,. :

b, The feciaicn to hold future teste within the continent
will devolve, not upon the physical feaaibility of cenducting
the tests without herm, ut uron the clements of public rel:-tiors,
publiec orinion, loglstics ~nd security,

ce If itz rhzolute certainty of negligible falle-oul on
inhabited areas cen not te rccepted, there yet remain sites
within the United Ctntes ~hiere absenes of  sll=-ocut on nopulated
aregs can be agrur-d,
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d. If second order effacts of fall-out, such as thoee
influencing biological processes of marine orgsnisms in
coastal waters, cannot be acceptad, there yet remain sites
within the Tnited States, along the southeastern ssaboard
wiere the transport of radicactive nmaterial hy ocezm currents
intc fishing banks, oyster heds, srlt morshes, coastal ascunds
and embayments may be avolded,”

It is recuested thet you reeveluste the meteorological consideration
which led to the salectlon of the Nevadsa Proving Grounds es set forth
in the report on Project Nutmeg, It 1s also requested that you compare
from a metaorological strndpoint the present Nevada site with other
rossible locations, particularly those discussed in Psragraph 7 of
Part III (Pege 50) of the report., In addition to the meteorslogical
conditions considered in the Nulmeg study, the ewvaluation should prod-
ably include the prevslence of clouds, As you sre aware, oloud track~
ing and sampling are importrnt elements of the test operatioms, end
evon in the relatively cloud-free sorthwest, »s hsve experienced some
difficulties due to cloud cover, If you do not have & copy of the
Hutmeg Rerort, ¥r, Reeves of our 0ffice of Test Operations will make
& cory available to you.

Although we would appreeiste having ysur comments as acon &z possible,
thiis request ah-uld he considered second=yy to your work az a committee
member ss coverad in the Panel "asmignment” memorandum of August 10, 1953,
I am raquesting Jr, Machta to make a similer avaluation and suzrest that
prossibly you and he collabornte in this roject, I heve requocted

Dr, Bugher to make an evaluation on effacts »f fmllout, Including possible
effacts on merine 1life if occurring fron a location on the eastern sea~

board,

Very truly ycurs,

Criginal signed by
CARRCLL L. TYLER

Carroll L. Tyler
tanager

CC: Erig. Gon. K. E, Fields, Director P e
DEA, AEC, Washington, D, C, B T R
Dr. J. G, Bugherp Directar
Div, Biology and Yed s AEC RIS
“ashington, D, 8. : C
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