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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

ALBU[JUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

404909 

Colonel E. G. ]olzman 
Deputy Chief' of Staff' 
Losearch :ind iewlopment 
Air Forces :?pecial ·:eapons Center 
Kirtl~nd Air Fcrca i:~se 
1\lbuquerc_u.e, ::ew tc!co 

Dear Colonel :tiolmmana 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

In late 1948 ~~he /r.::ied :Forces Cpeci"l '!!ear.one Project undertook for the 
J\ tomic Energy Commiesinn a study t.o detertdne the pb;ysical .reasibility 
oi' continental l'!tomic tefJt~. This stucy T!nB dedgn.""ted "Jrt>ja~ ;l'U.tmo~. 11 

In general, t.h& study tr:msrosed phenomenff. concerning r-tomic clOUt'e nnd 
fallout ae o~acrvad in ~be tropics to 'V"n"ious '."Ont:i:nental locations. 
'lhe ·:~ iffe:rence in r.~teorclogy ~t~en ' he ~.krshall I3lo.nde nnd continen
tt"l Jni~ed ;]t ·-tgs ~1..n;; one t'Jf -~ h? )Timrr:r ·actorl'l cons:t 1f?re'9. 

In connection nth ~:-,e cu.rnmt revisw !)f '.he 11se ;,f ·~he lklV"Olll. Froving 
GTounc(s, I feel it a:.r;ropriate t!mt the asin.mrpt.tone mid ver"'.ous :actors, 
:-i.s consi{ered in ".tie origine.1 study, be reevaluated in li'~t ot e~T.ericnca 
gained f'rt)m actual continental nuolea:r deton-~tion, anc: th~»t "nother look 
be t:iken r.t otJ",gr r:-0ss1:,1e (:c;;ti.11:'ntal "'est sitos 7...0 3t'.:'(;T't· jn if the 
::)rnviouz C:!)n~l,1d:ms ~re r~till valid. in this 'onnecti!>n, rcrort on 
i":-O~"'ct ff'..:tmeg, (?~f'.E" 1..2), st'JtBs: 

nronelu!lione: It !!tu:st :A c·:::r .. i:.::t.1.iied, t.~:eraf:;re, after trc,nsros1ztg 
the rf:'sults r)f ~~iw I'.:ni,·etok tes7.r tc r. continentl'll onvircnment th~Jt: 

a. Tests conf.uc:ed m.thin ",he c~mtinez:.t 01.' tl->..e ~Jn1.ted ~~t~tes 

~"t rrorerly om~1maered test ;:,i:'. os, 1.!,."}:-:~r !'.T!';-er '.1eteorologice.l 
conditions, will result :U1 no herrn to l'OP";.llrt:.on, econoey ar 
industry. 

b. The ~ecisicn to hold .f'uture tests rlthin tho continent 
will de'V'Olve, not upon the. physical feasibility of conductint; 
the tests nthout he.rm, but u;·on the alonents of pub1 ic rel~:tions, 
public OI"inion, logistics ~nd security. 

c. If :.r..e ribsolute certs:!-nty "Jf negligible fall-out on 
inhabited areas c1!n not ta ~cceptcd, 'there yet remain sites 
with:J.n the ;Jnited 31;:-,tes '."li1cro absence -:>f . tll-out o~ ~)op.<.lat.ed 
areas cfl.n be a.s Mlr'.·d • 
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d. tr second order etrecta of tall-mt, noh aa thor.e 
!ntlW9nc1ng biological µroeeeaes ot mar1m orpnina in 
coastal waters, cannot be acceptad, then 19t remain sites 
within tha United stat.es, along the southeastern eeabo8rd 
wnere the transpo1--t of ro.dioacti w .material b;7' ocean currents 
into fishing 'Mnka, oycter heds, srilt l!lflrshes, coastal SO"-mdl 

and emba~nts my oo <ivoided." 

It 19 requested th~t you reeve.lunte the IJl8teorological consideration 
which led to the selection of the Nevada Proving Gr~unds ~• set rorth 
in the report on Project Uut.meg. It 18 also requested that 1ou ~ 
from a :c:ieteorological str·ndpoint the present Nnada lite with other 
possible locations, particularl7 those 4i8CU8aad. 1D Plll't1CJ'&ph 7 o:t 
Part III (Pege ;o) of tbe report. In addition to ti. meteorological 
conditions considered in the Nutmeg study 1 tbt naluniaa 8haul.4 prob
ably include the pn"-1.ence ot cloud•• 111 1'Jtl ue awaN, oloud track
ing and aampling l!lre illportrnt elements o1 tba test operations, end 
eTen in th$ rebtinly eloud-.free soti.t~at, "'9 h8w experienced some 
dU'ficulties due to cloud cover. If you do not haw a COPJ' of tba 
l~utmeg Report, ~f;r. ReeTttS or our Office of Teart Operations will ma.ke 
& cory ·~11able to you • 

.Although w would appreciate having ycur cOllllll9nts as soon as pos1ible1 
this re11uest st::iuld be con11i13er~d s~cori'"l'Y to j'l'>U!" l701"!~ aft a comittee 
member e.s cove~d in the Panel "~sAignmant" 8!m.orar¥!um of August 10, 195:3. 
I lilm r;l!(j_ue st 1~ Jr. Maehta t.1' make a aimiler ~Talu8tion and sue::eet tha.t 
possibly you and he collaborRte in this :_JI"Oject. I he7e :-equ.octad 
Dr. Bugher t.o '!leko an "'Taluat1on on affAets 'Jf !al.lout, lnclud ~.ng possible 
effects on mArine life if occurring :f'ror1 a location on the eastern sea
board. 

CC1 Erig. Gon. K. E. Fields, Director 
DUA, AEC, ifaahington, D. c. 

Dr. J. ·-c•:Watun-~·D!recto; 
~1.,., B!olocF~d led~, !~ 
.• ashingtont n. 0. / 

.. 1 . . ',.!': . .-.. 
' .. . . - z 'C. 
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Ve'f"3' truly ycurs, 
Original signed by 

CARROLL L. TYLER 

CJUTOll L. Tyler 
M.an~r 
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