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De=r Doctor Uachtas

In late 1943 the frmed Forces Special Veapons Project uncdertook for the
Atomlc Znergy Cormission a study to determine tha phyesicel feasibility
of continentsl stomlc tests, This study wes design:ted "Froject Hutmeg."
In genseral, the study tranaposed phenomens concerning atomic clouds and
fallout as observed in the troplics to various continental locstions.

The differsnce in metecrology between the sarahall Ielands and continene-
tal United Gtates beinz ore of “he ;rimrry factors congidered.

In comection with the current review of the use of the [levrdn Proving
Grounda, I {eel it approprizte that the assumptions snd veriouns factors,
as considered in the original study, bs reewvaluated in light of experience
gained rom actual cortinental muclear detonation, and that another look
be taken at other possible continental test sites to ascextain if the
previous conclusions zre still valid., In this comnection, re.ort on
Project Mutmeg, (Fage 2}, statas:

*Conclusionss It must be concluded, thersfore, after transresing
the resultas of the Enimetok tests to a continental environment thsts

a. Tests conducted within the continent of the United States
at rroperly engineered test sites, under rroper mstearological
corditions, will result in no horm to population, economy or
Industry.

be The decision to hold future tests within the continent
will devolve, not uron the rhysieal ifemsibility of concducting
the tests without herm, but upon the elements of public relrtions,
sublie opinion, logistica and seeurity,

¢. I the sbsolute certeinty of negligible fall-eut on
inhsbited areecs can not be zecerted, there yet rerain sites
within the nited Stester where shserce of fall-out on populsted
areas can be assured,
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d, If gecond order e.facts of lfall-out, such as thoce
influencing biological ;rocessas of murine organlsme in
coastal weters, cannot bo recerted, there 7vet remain sites
within the United Jtotes, nlong the southeesstern reabosrd
vihere "he transport of radionctive ~aterial by ocean currents
into fishing benks, oyster bads, salt aershes, cosstal sounds
and smbayment.s may be avoided."

Confirming r, Ticeves' telerhone conversrtion =ith you, 1t is requested
that you obtain n copy of report on Froject utmeg from our Civision of
#ilitary Applicrtion in lissuington, and reevaluste the meteorological
consideratlions #nd rel-ted phenomsna which led to the =zelcoetion of the
Yevada Proving Grounds. It is alse requested that you compare from a
meteorologicsl standpoint “he rreseant Mevada zite with other possible
locations, :certiculsrly those discucped in Parsgrarh 7 of rFart III
(Frze 57) of the Mitmeg recort., Tn addition to ths netasorological
conditions rconsi‘ered in ~ha Mutneg stady, the svalurtion should prob-
gbly include the -revelence of clowls, A2 yow are awere, cloud track-
ing »nd samrling =rn ‘nrortenmt sleaments of the teast operations, end
aven in the relsilvely ~loud-"res sonthwest, e hava axverionced szome
difficuitien due t- cloud -over,

"lthough 7e would appreeiste hawving your comments as soon as rozsiblae,
this request should be -consi- ered seeandary te your werk ae s commitioe
merter ag covered in the Tanel "assignoent" memorandum of August 10, 17-7,
T or recuesting Colonsl lolzman to sBke 1w ainiley evalurtlon rnd sugrest
that ossibly you oad he collsborate in *“his _roject, I nave resuestad
Dr, Bugker to make an avaluntion on eriects of fallout, including rossitle
affzeta m orrine life if cceurring {rom a location on the eastern sene

hoard,

-

Yery truly yours,
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Carroll L. Tyler
aneger

CC: EIriz. Gen, i, I, . lelds, Iirector
D4, AEC, “rghington, 2. C.
Ir. J. C, tugher, Lirsctor
viv, Plology anc “edicine, ATC
Jasiington, O, €. 7
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