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in the tree by means of radiocautographs and can be used in concen-
trations which are not toxic. The mode of agtion of the Oak iilt
disease has thus been Lracsed, zd it 1is believed that trees ars
killed in the following way: The water and mdneral mutrients move
from the roots to the lsaves in xylem vessels in the stems. The
xylem vessels are tubes made from rows of oslls, but these cells
are dead in all the stems, However, thess dead xylem cells are
surrounded by small live Ray Cells. Hesently, investigations on
this project have discovered that when a tree is infected with the
Oalke #41t disease, the Ray Cells grow prolifically and get into the
xylam vessels and plug them up through uncontrolled growth. As
these vessels are plugged, the lifs flow of miterals and water in
the tree is retarded and as the symptoms propress the tree dles of
starvation.

Industrial Health

1. Health “hysies

westication of Radon and Radon De Ppoducts. (UNCLAZ IFIED)
In the intuerest of reducing health hagards ineidental to mining opera-
tions, an .\FC-supported survey will be conducted by the U.5, Public
Health oervice in several westarn states. The survey will include some
300 wranium mines which will be examined by three teams of two men
each. The principal objectives of the atudy are:

a. To sample the radon content of the air in the various mines;

b. To sample the radon decay products sarried by the dust in the air
of these mines; and

¢. To correlate concentrations of radon and radon decay products with
ventilation and other related condiiions of operation.

2. In Yedi
Weeting of Industrial Physicians, (UNCLASSIFIED) The spring

meeting of the AEC industrial physicians was held at Rocheatexr, H.Y.
on May 15-16. Attendance included physicians fyrom 14 AFC installations
and the following physiclans from Canada and Zngland:
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——ry—rnest— enton, 4NC “‘roject, Chalk Hiver, Canadas

Jr. fatherine .iilliams, . tomle ‘nergy lesearch fstablishment,
Harwell, ‘ngland; and Ur. andrew 3. liclean, Division of itomlc
Energy (“roduction), Capenhurst (near Chester), fngland.

Hutual problams encountersd by the various industrial
medical departments were diseussed. Items of particnlar interest
vere: survey of need for industrial phyaiclans in AEC program;
health examination on test personnel; transmittal of medical data
of visiting personnel to office headquarters; andlometrie surveys;
treatinents of NaX burnsj chronle beryllium poisoning; white-cell
countss toxic sffscts of 1ithium and tributylphosphate:; design of
first-ald decontamination facilities; fellowship program in
industrial medicine and industrial hygiene.

3. Fadiation Instruments

Visit of Chalk Rivew P . (UNCLASCIFIED)
tr. John dardwick (Chief, iﬂ.eem'caE EBranch), atorde Inergy
“roject, Chalk iver, Canada, visitad the Hadistion Instrumsnts
Branch on Xay 8. Irevicusly, he was zlven a cosprehensive review
of the statua of imerican civil defense instrumentation by the
Federal Clvil Jefense .dministration. Membera of the branch and a
repregentative of the Civil Jefense lLisison Branch briefed nim on
the relative responsibilities of the AEGC and FCDA which is in con~ -
trast to the situation in both ingland and Canada where the Atomic
Energy Projects have been asaigned the full reaponsibility of
developing monitoring instrumentation. ir., Hardwick amphasized
that his interest was prisarily directed towards designs vmich would
ainimize both circuitry and battery complements with the result in
increuased stabllity and freedom from maintenance.

General

Isotopes for Cancer “rogram. (UNCLASSIFIED) The Commission
recently announced a change effective July 1, 1952 in the progran
of free distribution of isotopes for cancer. Previously, radio-
isotopes for cancer ressarch and therapy were available free of
production coats--only tranasportation and handling costs being
charged to the users. Under the hew policy, a charge of 20 per
cent of production costa will be made. This change effects only
the price and not the availability of isotopes; production will
cantinmue to necet, all demands.
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The Advisory Cosmittes for Bliology and Medicine and the
Advisory Cormmitise on Isotope Distribution have agreed that a
charge of 20 per cent of catalog prioces wuld not hamper advances
in this fleld, and would help indisate ths fHuture demand
tion to other canesr resecarch and therapy toals,

During the remainder of the fiseal year, ending June 1952
without charge for production costs,

US DO& ARCHIVES
326 U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY
TONVIMISSION

RG DO& HiSTORIAN _ (05M)

Col'. . 1132
Box 3343
Folder # 7/




