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.Honorabln Irvinl; ll. Ives 
Uni tea. ..; iia'tes ,::enatl! 

Dear Lienator Ives: 
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This is in repl7 to jOUr September 16, 195.3 re.ferral of 
a letter dated September 12, 1953 'ilhich you had :received 
frol!l Mr. H. II. Shell of l1ov York City. 

There is attached herewi.th a report I haw had prepared. 
1n an:JWer to the questions raised in ;ir. Shell's lotter 
to you. I sincerel.y' trust that the in.formation supplied 
Will SO!'Ve to an.ownr ;,!r. ~:ihell' s q11estions and also Will 
acsure him that the Commission is doing everythine l1i thin 
its power to sa.facuard the wel.f'are 0£ the public in all 
&.!'Cct3 .from fall-out .from ato!xic veapons tests. 
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Enclosures: 
P.eport (in duplicate) 
Let.tor dated Septacber 12' 

1953 from rtr. Shell 

Lewis ~. Strauss 
Chai.IT'.an 
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Reports For the Hcnorable Irving 11. Ives, regarding in~,.. 
fror.i I1r. H. H. Shell concerning radioactive .fall-out 
from continental weapons tests. 

Prepared b;rt Divi.:Jion of Biology and Medicine 

Referral dated Septed>er 16, 195.3 front the Honorable 
Irving M. !-ms to the Atomic Energy Commission, trans
mitting letter dated September 12, l9SJ f'rom Mr. H. H. 
Shell• New York City. . 

Mr. Shell in his let.ter requests f'urtber i.nfomat.i.on concerning con
duct 0£ the wapom; test program at t.he Nevada Proving Grounds • 
.::ipecifical.ly, Mr. Shell r:rakes iJu1ub7 concern1ng tour pointsi 

1. The identity of the reprint i"urnished !tr. Shell as an attach.'Dent 
to our reply" to previous correspondence :f'rom Mr. Shell in 
August l9.53t 

2. Information on long-term and cu.'l'lul..ative effects or rndiological 
£all-out.1 

3. By whom the tests of .fall-out were made, and the nature of such 
tests; and 

4. The nature of the reCOl'l1?lleUdationa on radiological exposure as 
made by the National Comittee on Radiation Protection and the 
International Commission on Radiological Protection. 

The reprint we sent earlier to ?lr. Shell was Part 1'hree 0£ the 
COl!IJXi.ssion1s 'fbirteenth Semiannual Report to Congress. The reprint, 
for identification purposes, was entitled "Continental Weapons Tests ••• 
Public Satety" and vas the reprint ref'erred to in Mr. St.rauss• s letter 
o£ August ll, 19$3. 

Pages ~ through 49 oi" the previous~ mentioned reprint sunmarized 
data deTeloped tram various exper1mfmtal stUdies 0£ the accur:ntl.ation 
of radioact.i:ve fall-out rosul ting from continental weapons tests. 

These studies on lo~-tem, as well azs immediate, e.ff'ects o.f' radio
logical fall-out haw been conducted by scientistS in Atomic Energy 
Comm.issi.on laboratories and in cooperation with U.S. Public Health 
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studies are cont1nuing1 but. there is no evidence llhatsoewr that 
long-term ettacta are approaching a huardaus level or that they 
v1ll become IPPNciabl• as a result 0£ 8fI3 foreseeable future 
c:perimental test. 

The aasurancea ai:van in the reprint are baaed on the eva.luation 
ot tall•out data troa put ten series ll&1Jlg the reeommandations 
of tJie ?lational Com:lttee on Radiation ProtecUon and the 
Intematioml Comd.saion on Radiological Pl"oteeti.on as the 
criteria tor judpent. 1'heae recamridationa and the composi
tion ot the ooml.tteea are cont&imld iD ttlo booklets which are 
tor 1.i. b7 tbe 8aplr1ntendmrt ot Dooumnta, Wub.ington 2$, n. c. 
TheH C'Ot 

lfational ~ ot ~ Bo~47 
*LciiilHdillons otl&IDt8ftl&UODii com:Gsion on 
Radiological Protection and of the lntamational 
Comiaaion en Radiologi.cal Units, l.950." (15¢) 

National. Jm ot Standards Handbook Bo. z2 
iJGaiii• 8!b.te rm; Ol LdiO!SOtopes in the 
Hlmll BodT md Maximnm PermiSaible Concantrations in 
Air and Water.• {2Q;) 

Insofar as it 18 poeaible to answer que8tio1l8 1"8gar'ding long- and 
shorl-tens ettecta of .tllll-out, tb.e Com:Lsm.on did so in its 
'lhirteantb Seid ammeJ Report to Congress. We believe that i.f 
Mr. Shell vill re-read carefUJ.11' the section referred to in the 
reprint, together with material availabl.e in the handbooks 
described, be v1ll be reassured u to the saf'ety 0£ atomic weapons 
testo conducted ll'itbin the continental. limits. 
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