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FROM s J.A.Told.n, Co-mit.7 Dewlopdat. AdTiaor, Marahalla Di.st.l'ict.,TTPl. 
(on special eaa1.gnln8llt. on Enawetak). 

SUBJICTI Into requested bJ' 1011 in" epoci!ic needs o£ returning Marshal.leas, 
to Enefttak Atoll. 

It. ahould be undaretood mid emphasised t.h&t t.be tolloving 1.nt'ormation 18 
tentati ..... It is baaed m ray- mavl.adge o! t.ho MarahaU.e8e in gmoral cd 
the !Ol'ller 1nbab1tant.s ot En"9Wetak 1n particUlr. It 1a not. otficial. 
in!omation. Specitic mswara muat bo obt.ained troa t.beao poople thti:uselves 
bef'ore specific pllllll md caaitAents are ude. 
When I return t.o .KaJuro nax:\ w.Jk I will at.t,empt to gat.bar more dat.a. However, 
aa I told bot.b 10U lll.d Roger a.q, I teal ~ t.h8 answra must CORO 1'rozll the 
EnelM\ak People t.b8amolves and tJlo8t a aeet.ing cm Ujilang bet.voon )'OU (A.EC) and 
ot.har appropl1.at.e :repreaantati "8 md t,he camunit)r ie abaolul1:lt essential. 
Plm.ning auat be m\u&1.}1' understood and the Jrra&'Mttak Paopti '&i Iii10iYed 
in all aigniticant. upect.a ot \be plADn.iDg. Tb19 1a, or couree, tbe a'ftN&d and 
ott.8D •t.Aed Trut Tar'l'i.'°1",r poliq. It will be ol aut.u.al bmetit.1 w1ll faciUtat.e 
the operation, aid aYOid .tut.UN repercu881oM 1! tb1a pollc7 1a adhered to. 
I Wldarataad that bot.h ;rvu. 111d ~ R• ~ Ude met agree with it. 

Tba t.anta\.ive mawrs to 70AJ QWNrtiona toll.ow, 1n the ol'der posed: 

l.) Wo haft not. bee told cuct.1.T bov uny people will return init.ialcy. The 
leaclars ba1'8 st.ated that m lii!U&l=group ant.a to come to Jabtal as 2k>Ol1 aa 
pooaibl.o. I • not sure exactl.1 hov mq- tJ11a w1Ll be. Alt.bough a rrumbar has 
been given t.o TTPI. 
EYent.uall.y all, or~ ot t.be poopl.e vill retum. Eno tdloH tw Uving on 
Majuro (25-JO pl.ua or ainu.a) 111lL return U pt to 1'18it. sme or t.he people 
aa,y v1ab to U .,.. on UJil.eg pan or t.he time 111d on En9llat.ak part at tne tiJna. 
Hovner a ru. msww cm onl.;r come tl"OIJl t.be corammity. 

The 1972 government cenaua, conduct.eel b-J Marahal.losa a~niatrative pers:masl 
gives & wtal o! 281 OD Ujilana;. With t.he 25-JO (eeti&.) on Majuro and elsowhare 
giYU a rough populat-ioo t'igun ot 350 plua or llinua. I believe tho figure 
quot.ed b,y° tho -.di.a to be 400. An up-t.o-dat.o Ceo8U.8 Clm bo ~ 

The population ia about. eveo!1' di"fi.dod. betMBen Ml.es and !-.al.es. It. is a young 
population vlt,h fw 'fC'3' old poopl.e, md J1.8n)' cbil.dl-oo. (l em obtain a detailed 
age-sax breakdown tor you I • eure. aut. 1 t. v1ll take time. ) • 

I think we cm go on t.be ll88llilpt.ian tJiat all of those 1dlO possess Land rit!hts on 
&nant.ak At.oU will vmt to return everntually. All '111.ll irud.s1i on having ~using 
pronded u •ll u c:q ot.har banatits availabl&. (!his 1• t.ba wicad desire ot 
the BUd.n1 People) • 

2.) I assuae that ~ vi.ll follow tne traditional Urlng pat.t.ern and pattern 
ot exploitation ot t.be natural reaources. That. is, there 'f461' be tw aain settlo­
JHO.t.a, one on Enewt;.;ik Island and one an Enjebi Islaid, the rupect.i.Ye traditional 
"headquarters" ot the t.1il> socio-polit.ical. groupas tha Snjeb1 People (~ Snj~bi) 



md tJle Enaw•t.ak People (Dri Enw~tak). Theeo Wt> ~radit.ional groupa azoe, 
ho...,.. tor all prct1cal~• one _;roup due t.o inter-.CTiaga. Tn., do 
boweYC' 11&1.nt.ain t.he 41.stinction. 
Cbi~~r,J) JoaneJ ia t.he bead ot the &newet.ak reople mid Chiat Lorcjl 1JI 
the 0 ~ Enj•bi gl"OQp. . 
Political polffll" hna ah1t\ed. t.o tbe elect.eel a~trate and t.he council, compoaecl 
o! t-1.1.y Mada. Ta. 1DCUl&bct ugi•~rat.o 1• Saith Gideon. Tbo chi.eta are 
wb~Jl'S ot t.he council and t.heir ~ ia atrect.iw, how'IV j.t hu vaned 
cansidierabl.T. The ;yo~ am, 1Dcluding the llrKW o! ti. cb.ieta have a great 
deal t.o HT t.llatte cl.a.ya. 
Decision aald.ni 1a not md.1.atel"al., nor, a:~tly vu it. ner .. &onsenaua ia 
obt.ained ill council uetinga, at.trended by a.JJaost everyone in t.he COIJllNnity wtwn 
illport,ant. 1asuea are to be d1.:uHed.. 
This is tJia method !ollmNd 1.llboughout moat. Microneaic c~ti~ For tb1a 
reason it 111 obviol:al.y Y«rY blportant. t.o deal. w1.t.h the council wt1• poasible; 
t.o do 80 Vh&n.evel" planning lihi.ch vill effect the people of ~ COW4\:.nity 1a 
to ba done. 
As a u.t.ter ot expediency rep1•entatiws who aq be available at tha tiimo can 
and havo been uaed. Hove"Hr it 1B ol>YiotJSl_y deairabl.e t.o obt&tn COGR\lnit.y eon­
scawt U poasihl.e .. 
l.f the ra.Uioac1.1Yi.t.y on SnJebi abould prevm\ peraanant habitaUon •t ttu.a time, 
and tor a lligni.E1cant period of tfime in the tu\ure tbe dualit.7 o! Ht.tl.cnen., 
·~not be poa111ble. The in.jebi reople ~ cbooH to l1w together on &n.e'ile\ak 
Isled or on another 1slald in t.be no~ben aector ~ t.be atoll. Ho'Wf'81"1 it 
is not certa.tn t.nat. t.he,r muld vet. t.o bava tMo aa1n ntt.l•umta. TbeT :lq 
decide to liYe ln ·tJDe_:.at,1.almt. 18 a aatter ot cpedimq- t.M \1D groups 
llYa together on Ujilag With a •'bound.a7" set. tlbDc>uch ~· aiddle ot \he 1almd 
and t..he aat.ellito i•lcda d:hided equal~. The car•nnitT buildingas cburch,a:mol, 
dispet1a817, varebouaaa, et-c. .re 1.ocai..d in the azo.a on the di n.ctt.nc line. 

Tba point. 1a that t.hef do Liva t.oget,ber IDd ..,- Viah t.o continue thia. HoweYV, 
they' iuy yary wll Viab. t.o ret\4'U to the pat.tern 11hich RB posaible on auch 
larger lklevetak Atoll. 
The traditional ¥arshallase pat.t.Ol"n ~ babitatim and: -i>loitatioa o! \be 
natural ruou.rcu 1• to Uva on a Min (largo) 1.al&d in t.h.e atoll, aake 
copra, practice a J.ov leftl (t.eclm.ologieal.1.y) agriculture, and exploit. the 
aar1ne resouroeo ot aoa, lagoon and aurround$ ng roe.ta. The school., cli8pClsary, 
church, council rou.301 var'1h:>uso, atorea a1d any other act.1Yitiea• buildin&a 
•erring the need& of the CO!IUiilUllity are located on ~ Min 1aland, or island.a 
in t.be caao o! t.he largSl" and more populous atoll.a. 

A. a.1-mi~atory !Ol"ll. or exploitation ot th.a natural resourcu 1a tollo-.d 
in t.hat the other aalter 1.slauis, aat.ellit.e ialmda of the atoll are 1'1.sited 
troa time t.o tfrio. The bolder• o! land rights on tb&se 1alaids aaka copra 
(tho cash Cl"OJ.)), gatbor broadtrui t. 1 pmdanu , coconuts 1 arrowroot 1 aid ot.i»r 
voget.able foods in aoasoo.. They' al.ao exploit. the aarine naourcea. Cle~ 
or Dru.sh and planting 18 al.ao done at. tiu. t.ae. 
Howsea and. water catcbraenta uaual.1,y o! a tairly a:isaple nat.ure aro tounci on the 
aore tconooicall.y illport.mt. ot t.heso amal.ler ialaida. 
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The 1'18it.. TIJl7 in clurat1on eccording t,o t-h4 aou.nt o! ll)rk t.o be acOQD&pliahed 
and in 8Cl&a iutaic•a, according to wat.Mr cond1Uons. u. tiJlu it 1a not 
teaaible to return t.o t.be aain eettlMeDt. du• to unf&"ft>r&tlle weather. 
It. •bould be explained t.hat. t.b1a 1a a b1gh1¥ mobile population, u are 11ost. 
HC'tlhal.leaa. 'l'hftl'e will be a great deal ot travel bet.ween all ot the 1slanda 
ot Enw.trak Atoll throughout. t-he rear, ever1 ";{8ar. 

The peopl.• are bighl..r oriented. twRd trbo sea mld. lagoon md loYe w t.ra.v.l. 
l'hi• orlentat.ion md patt.«rn -.:ill undoW>\edl,;f cantin1.0.e att.w return to snawet.ak. 
I i•retJUU t.hat curioua1 t.y •t.bw.la~ bJ' a aore t.bm 2S :fNr &bunce on t.lie plll"\ 
ot \ha oldar g.-i.arat1on md ot c:»:iplet.a ignoraio• o! the at.oll on trn. part. of 
\hose eit.her born aince ~ re.oval in 1947 or who were mall c dld.reu at the 
tilua, trill atU.Ulat.e a tP"Nt \lsal o! travel in t.ne initial period o! reacstt.lsi•• t. 

~ain I stron,~1.y advise t.hat no !irla dactaion oe 1ude 1n regard to con.st.ruction 
ot tacillt.iea and future aettlamant patt.em (Tillage sU.<l8, et.c.) vithout. ti.rat 
obt.aininJ tie Vish&a 1 ad'rl.co, and consent of the E:te-.1et.ak i'~pts. 

J.) ! USU:!i.8 that. t..ne pi10pl• Will. Want 111. l. o! t.f".e is\.anda to be ptant.od Wh6r5V8r 
possible. !his as. ;CU!I that. all. dabri• vilL Ii.ii~ to r>\) raooved, 1nd all brusn 
cleared (excopt !or t.h• ill; ortant ah.altar b11lt .-,<l ot.iJer prot.act,ive cover as 
dGtD8Ci nece::ssar-1 by T'f ~cult.val exports. 
The people vill G1' courae vsnt \be sur.t'ce, tba ten-Qin in it.a original condition 
where poas1b1.a. Thi.I uaui ot courae that the gulllu and large holo:s lllust. be 
filled u 1Ma done on ftUdn1 1n 1969. 

Tile q~t.ion o! !ut.u.re UM o! the airtn.rip and. ot.ilc !acilit.ie on U:ieWt.ak 
Ia:Lmd is ot courae a highly" iaport.ant. on~. 1 uw=e that t.he P80t11.e Vill want 
t.he at.rip to be saved tor oorta .. rc1al. md •erpnc1 u.ee. The ,pen areas will 
be D90ded tur coconut grovea aid M.l:Aiat.aice crops. I &a8Ul'd that t.i• people will 
v111t. ~ buil~s which ar; in good condition to raain in ait.u.. ilere aga.1.n, 
t.he deciaion must eome .tl"Oia the &nevet..ak reople. 1 .koolr t.liit.'"'tlii.r vlll. vant. all 
uaetu.l aat.erial.s and buildings tor their tut.ure uas. they han at.at.ad this. 

It should be Worne 1n aind t.hat \he peopl.tt have ri:;ht.a 1n more that one piece 
ot tmd and on ditt....mtAalanda throughout. the atoll. 
Land right,s are owned arld held bj' kb iroups. Tn.e land parcel.a are worked by 
t.he aembors of t.llCI Uneag• vbieh holda tn•o right& which are nol'laall/ chiefi,;( 
inher1t.ed at birt.h. The tM&t.1ooal. pat.tern or habitation 111 !or households 
(£8111.y gro\!ps) t.o liT~ ;:,n their laid, n"t 1n a rt.llage cl.-ater. That is, in A 
acatt.ered patt.orn. "i:be coouaunity builti~• are, ho"8ver, nor:a.l.1¥ clllltralizoo or, 
the .sain island as discussed preYioualv. vis: A.- --- - ~ 
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:hia ia the pattem tollowad on t:Jitan.; and Will probablt l:>e perpetuated on 
Knewetak. t:ere a;ain the Zl'l.evQt,ak COl!l.raunit.y will. voice t.heir dasires in this :u;.tter. 



4..) Tbe people practice a rat.her non-int.en8i. w \n>e ot agriculture but. 
utilize \be tm1.ruaent. to t.lJ8 aa:d.ma, uains tti. plait.a t.hat cm llUnift IDd 
produce in t.b18 atoll •"1.r~t.. Copra ia aado tor caaA al.• to t.he Y1.ait.ing 
field trip ab1p. ConauiHr good.a are purcbMe4 trca them eh1pll 111 \b t.be proceede 
of the copra eales. The interest po\YUDta trc;a \be \.rut. tunde ai.o help bu7 
needed comodit.i•• Rice. tl.our1 sugar, ctme4--.. md ot.bw cmnad goods _.. 
staple it... ot t.b9 diet cd haft bMll tar 11817 J98nl. F1sb1 claa, laaguat.&, 
t.unlee cnuti and eggs), sea b1rda (tlaatl md 81111)1 chicbmll lad pig• prOY.1.de 
proote1n ill the ~. Tile aar1ne rhOUl"C88 c-e ?!,!Z ~t. in the diet. ot t.hese 
peopL .. 
Coconu\8, pcdmua, bre..itr-uit., md &"l'IJWl"OOt. ... t.be aa1Jl Ttlg9t,abl• products 
uaed. Be.enas, pap&la. md aquaah re uaecl \o a le8..- llltt4nt, probab~ due to 
the relat.1•• acarcit.T ot t.ibe bcaia .md papaia. 'fbe7 do not 8oe&'l to grov vou, 
at. least. on Ujllmg. 

'l'ba diet. upon return t.o Enwet.ak vill ot c:ou.Ne nott include tlreadtruit (grown 
locally) or pandcua, or coconut to arq aipd..ticct ea¢ent unt.11 the trees start 
produc1.ng. Thee vill be a aarkad increase in the aaount o! marina products ~t;en 
~. Thia S.. of courae becauae 80N t1.ab1 sholl.1"18h1 etc. will be available 
duo to the aueb larger a1se or 1&&'"00!1 and reet• on Enew&t.ak. via: 

Ujilang ~~an 1re&I 2$.47 equaro Iii.lea. 
Ennet.ak t.a..;oon Area: J87.99 aqum-o ldlu. 

The pi-oduce tram the lmd slx>uld al.ao nct.ual.l;r M t.rcandoualy increased, 
cc.mcmaurat,e with the lrger laid area of ~talc. Visa 

UJilmg Dr;y- Lmd Areas 0.67 lqUAl"O miles. 
Snawet.ak Dey Laid Areas 2.26 square 1111.ea. 

It. 1• aticip&t.ed that. a gr-.t deal llOrJ 1apor\ed tooda1 nee, !lour, etc. will 
be conenaed to repbce th• mount.a ol local Yeb"8t.able tooda that 1111.l not be 
&Ya.U.able tor a n\.IDber ol fda:rtJe Data an crop mat.ura.tion can be obtained tl'QD 
our Trust Ttlrritory agricultural uparta. 

Tb• people spend t.heir working tiae cl.Nr1nc brwth md planting, when appro­priat,•• in aa1c1ng cops"&J gat.baring subaiatence crops 1n season, md •plo1UD6 
t.be aariD.e resources. Ot.bar routine tasks auch • preparing food tor aeala aid 
regul.a:- bousemld 110rk -.,counts tor the ~ '1 t.ba 1IOrlc1ng tiae. 

To recapitulat.e1 t.he local. foods available to t.he Enewetak ~ple now, and 
tor some years to came ares 

1..) Fiab md other llUlrlne products 1D large quanUUos and varietioa apparently. 
Ve11.7 1apor\mt 1n the dail,y diet. 

2.) Seabirds (tleah aid e&ga), aaount. unknom t.o 1118 wt. a ld.ghl.7 valuod tood its. 
J.) Crabs1 inoluding coconut erab8 • .Altount available umnom to u. 
4.) Turtlea (tl.esb and eggs), aount unknotm to ae bu\ a highJ.¥ Y&l.uttd .tood. 
5.) Coconut.a, llaited qusit.ity apparently. A ;.raditional staple tood it.ea. 
6.) Arrowroot., aount. llllknotin to me but a~:parantl.y ).iJ:d.ted. This is al.ao a 

\radit.ional staple. 
7 •) Braadf'rui t 1 none l"'tl'~ or knotm to su. 
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8.)Edibl.e pllldanua, DOM lcnalm to •• Apparent)¥ Umi~ it lf:d.atet.. A 

tradi\ional at,apl.o. Motel PIDCllnua i......ea _.. Yetq Sllportmt, tor aat,a 
tor boueebold u• md cport.1 lllc:l tox- other haldicrart.a. 

9.) BmalU, nane now but _,. bur t:rait a JMl' 08 ao atter pltm\iJlg. (A 
lUXU17 food, not a at,~l.. Tlw aae appll• t.o papaia. 

On U.jilanc1 
1'be people noraal.ly' h&Te a good •aeonal. supp}¥ ot bread!'niit available cm 
UJilq now 111d UH it u a staple bot.h treah (prepared) and preserved tor 
at.or.,.e iA pits llld future use. They haft a good eeaaonal suppb ot pandanwl, 
coconuts ,.._. round and seasonal arrowroot., aid a lUMZ' supply ot banmaa, 
papaias a:id aquash. 

Ultlllateq ~ diet on .Enewetak Vl.ll include all ot the tooda now consumed 
on Ujilaog, plus the larger variet7 and greater quantity o! edible marine 
biota available on bnewetak. 

Jack A.Tobia 


