' 405415
COrY corY cory CorY corY
3 Engiratak
T0 t W.BE.Hasrvik, Tech Dir,MTV0O0 10/106/72

T - - .
FROM 3 JoA.TObin’ Cm‘mm:lity Domla{x‘u’nt Advi&ol'. Narshalls Distmt’mlo

(0n spocial asgignuent on Enowotak)s

SUIJECTs Info roquagstod by you 4in ro spocific ncods of retwrning Marshalless,
to Enewstak Atoll.

It should be undsratood and emphasized that tho following information is
tentativa, It i3 bagsed on my knovledze of the larshalleso in goaearal and

tho formor inhabitmts of Enewetek in particular. It is not officlal
informalione Spocific angwors must bas obtainod fyon these peoyle Lhenselves
before 6pecific plang and commitaents aro mades

When I rolurn to lajure naxt wosk I vill stbeupt to gathior more dala. lowevar,
as I told both you and Roger Ray, I fecl thab the answors must coms frou the
fnowotak Poople thonsolvos and that a mceting on Ujilanz botween youw (AXC) aad
othar appropriate reprosentatives and tho cowwunity is absoiulely osuentlal,
Planning muot bo mutually undorstood and the Lnowetcak People kuo? ba involvod
in all simnificant aspocta of the planning. This 43, of cowrso, ths avowed and
oftan statod Trust Tarritory poliey. It will bo of mutual beaefit, will facilitate
the oporation, and avold future repercussions if thds policy is adhored to.

I undorotand that both you and Roger Ray wmderstand this and agroo with it,.

The tontative angwors to you questions follow, in the oxdor posod:

1.) Ve have not boan told exactly how many peopls will retwmn initially. The
leadsrs have stated that an al group wants to como to Jablan as socn a3
possible. I am not sure exactly how many this will bae. Although a pumbar has
boen givon to TIPI.

Bveniually all, or nost of the poople will rotumm. Even thosse fow living on
Majuro (25=30 plus or minua) will roturn if gust to visit. Soma of the poople
nay wish Yo live on Ujilang part of tho tinme and on Enswolak part of the tiaa.
lovover a firmm angwar can only cone from the community.

The 1972 govarmmuent census, conducted by Marshallosa adninisyrative personnol
givos a total of 201 on Ujilange With the 25«30 (estim.) on Hajuro and elsawhore
givos a rough population figzwre of 350 plus or minus. I boliove tho figure
quotad by tho wedia to be L0O. An up-to-daloe consus can bo made,

The population is about evenly dividsd beoiwoon nales ad fomales, It is a young
population with fow vary old poople, and many children. (I can obtain a dotailed
ago-gex broakdown for you I & suro. Bub 4t will take time.).

I think we can go on the asouuption that all of thoso -who poSsess land rights on
Euowatak Atoll will want to return oventuallye ALL will insist on having housing
providod a3 well as any other benafits availabla, (This 18 the voilcad dosire of
the Nikini People).

2.) I =3sume that they will follow tho traditional living paitorn and patiern
of axploitation of the natural rosourcod, That is, there may boe tio main sottloe
nents, one on Enowotuk Island end ons on Enjobi Island, tho roapoctive traditional
"headquartora” of the two socio-political groups: the iLnjobi People (Dri Enjebi)
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and the Enewstak People (irl Gnowstak). These two traditisnal groupe are,
howsvor for all practical purpogas one _roup due to intor-qxarria,,;o. Thoy do
houovar naintain the distinction.

Chiaf (iroij) Joane3j ia the hoad of the Enewetak Paople‘md\mliof Lorenji is
tho hoad ot tho Enjobi groupe

Political powsr has shifted to the oloctod mm;intrato ad t.he council, compoged
of fmiily leads. Tho incuabont mezisirato 43 Smivh Gidoon. The chiefs aro
menbors of the comcil and their power is effective, howovar Wt has waned
conalderably. The younger men, including the sons of the chieis have a great
deal to say those days,

Docision nakdng is not unilateral, nor, ayparently wos it uvar. Eongsonsus is
oblained in council meotings, attonded by almest overyone ;Ln tha community whaa
important issues are to b3 discussed,

This is8 tho nothod followdd thhoughout most Micronosian comrunitigs. For this
reason 1t 1o obviously vary important to doal with the council whik poasible;

to do oo whonover plamning which will effect tho peoplo of the comn\nitj is

to bo done,

As o natter of oxpediency reprosentatives who nay bo available ab t)\m tino can
and have baen ugod. Howover 1?, i8 obviously desirable to obtaln commity CONe
sonoug Af possible,

Ir tho radioactivity on Enjebl should provent permanent habitatlon ht this time,
and for a pignificant period of time inm tiw fuiuro the duality of sotilonand
way not ba possible. The Enjobi I'esple may choose to live tosether bn cnewetak
Islad or on anothor island in the northern sector of the atolle Hawaver, ib

i3 nolt certaln that they would want Yo have two :ain sobttleouanto, They aayx N\
docide to live in o2 getilarzant. A5 a mattor of expediency the two groups;
liva together on Ujilang with a "boundary® sobt §hhoughh the middle of the 15land
and tho satollite islands dividod equally. Tho cowwnmity buildings: church,school,
disgpeungary, warchousas, etc. are located in the area on the dividing line.

The point is that they do live togethor and may wish to conbinue this, liowovar,
they nay very woll wish to return to ths pattern which was possible on much
larger Encwatak Atoll.

The traditional linrtihiallase pabtorn of habitation md oxploitation of the
natural resources 18 Lo live on a main (large) islam:d in the atoll, make
copra, practice a low lovol (tecimolozically) agriculture, and exploit the _
rarine rosources of sca, lajoon and surrounding roefs. The school, dispansary,
church, council houze, warehouss, storos and any othor activitiea' buildinge
sorvinz tho noods of the comrmnity are locatod on the maln island, or islands
in tho caso of the larger and more populous atolls.

A soeni-mizratory form of exploitation of the natural resouwrces is followod

in that ths othor smaller islands, satellito i5lads of the atoll ars visitod
froa tinme to tino, Tho holders of land rights on thess Sslands mako copra
(tho cash evop), gathor broadfruit, pandanus , coconuta, arrowcood, ad othor
vo;olable foods in soasone. They also exploit tho rarine rosources, Cloaring
of brush and planting is aloo dons at this tiuo.

Housag and water calchments usually of a fairly oisple natwre aro found on the
nore econonically important of theso emaller islands.
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The visits vary in duralion sccording to the amount of work to be accomplished
and in sonmo {instancea, according to wsabihor conditions, it times it i8 not
feasible to return to the nain sottle.ant due to unfavorauvle woathare

It sliould be explained that this 18 a hizhly mobile population, as &re wosh
JMarshallego, Thers will be a great dsal of travol betwson all of the islands

of EBneawatak Atoll throughout tha year, ewory year.

Tha people are highly orientod twward tho soa and lagoon aid love to trawvel.

This orientation and pattarn will undoubtedly continuo after raturn to rnewstak.

I yrosuac that curiousity stinumlated by a wore than 25 year absance on the paré
of the oldor gereration md of eouplote ignorance of the atoll on the part of
those either born since the removal in 1947 or who wore eaall c ildren at the
tine, will otimulate a graat asal of vravel in 4w initial period of regottlenat.

Azain I strongly advisa that no £imm dscision Lo made in regard to construction
of facilities ani future geitlosent pattern (village sites, ote.) without firat
obtaining bt.e wislLes, advice, and consont of the Lneuotak People.

3.) I assuse that the poople will want all of the fslands to bs plantod whersver
posoible, This m:ang that all dsbris wili iave to ve ramoved, and all brush
cleared (axcept for the im;ortant sh3ltor balt and otier protoective cover ao
doaied neceagary by TT a;ricultural axports,

The poopls will of course want the surface, the terrain in its original condition
wiore possiblo, This moans of courso that the gullics and largoe holes must be
filled as was dono on Pikini sn 19637.

Tho quostion of future uss of the airstrip and othsr fac{lities on Enewotak
Islmd 16 of course a highly inportant onv. I asituns that the poeople will want
the strip to be saved for cormarcial and cmergscy use. The >pen aress will

be neodod fur coconut groves and suusisience crops. 1 asswie that the people will
wand the buildings which ar., im good condition to ro=ain inm gitu. ilero azain,
tha decision must coma froa the Unowetak People, 1 know that tasy will want all
useful matorials and buildings for their future use, Thoy have stated this,

It should be borne in mind that tho people have rishts in nore than ons piocs
of lmd end on differehtislands throughout the atoll,

Land rights are owned aid held by rbn groups, Tune land parcels are worked by
tho moabors of the linsage which holds tnese rijzbta which are nomsally chielly
inhorited at birth. The tpdiitional pattern of hao:.tation is for hvuscholds
(£axaily groups) to live on their land, rot in a village clustor. That 18, in a
scattered pattern. “he community buil.uin.,s are, howaver, noraally chutraliged on

the maln ieland as discussed praviously. Vigs A -
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‘his 48 ths pattern followed on UJilen; and will probably be perpetuated on
Enewetak, Hore ajain the Inovetak community will voico thoir desires in thio matter.
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4.) The people practice a rather non-intensive type of a riculture but

utilize the environment to the maximum, using thoe planto that can survive and
produce in this atoll environuent, Copra is mado for cash sale to tho visiting
fiold trip ship, Consumer goods are purchased froa thoso ships with tho procaeds
of tho copra sales, The intarsst paments from the trust funds also help buy
noadod commodities. Rico, flour, sugar, cennod moats and othor canned goods are
steple itous of the diet and have boon for many yoarse Fish, clams, langusta,
turtles (flesh and eggs), sea birds (flosh md eyrs), chickens and piga provide
protoin in the diet, The narine resources are very important in the diet of thase
people.
Coconuts, pandanus, breadfruit, snd arrowroot are the main vegetable products
usod., Bananas, papala, and squash arae uwsed Vo a lessar exteat, probably due to
the relative scarcity of the banana and papaia. Thoy do not soam to grow woll,
at least on Ujilange

The dist upon return to Enowotak will of cource not include breadfruit (growa
locally) or pandaus, or coconut to any significant extant until the trees start
producing. There will bo a marked incroase in the suount of marine products eaten
howeveres This is of course becauss more fish, sholllish, etc. will be availabdle
due to the much larger sise of lagoon and reefs on Cnewotake viz:

Ujilang Logoon Arcas 25.47 squars miles,

Enswotak Lazoon Area: 3087.99 square miles,

The produce from the land should also ovantually bo tremandously increasad,
camangurato with the largor land area of Znewotak. viss

VJilaoz Dry Land Avear  C,07 square miles.

Enevetak Dry Land Area: 2420 squaro milaes.

It is anticipated that a great deal mors imported foods: rice, flour, etc. will
be consuned to roplace the mmounts of local veietable foods that will not be
available for & numbor of years. Daia on crop maturation cean be obtained froam

our Trust Territory agricultural experis.

The people spond their working time clearing brush and planting, whon appro-
priate, in naking copra; gathering subsistence crops in season, and oxploiting
the narine resources. Other routine tasics such as proparing food for meals and
rogular houschold work accounts for the rest o« tho working time.

To recapitulate:r the local foods available %o the Enewotak People now, and
for some yoars to cone ares

1.) Fish and othor marine products in largoe qumtitios and varietios apparent,l.y.
v«n-y {mportant in tho daily diet.
g Seabirds (flesh snd oggs), &wunt unknown to mo but a kighly valuod food item.
3.) Crabs, including coconut crabg. Amount available unnown to ne.
he) Turtles (flosh and eggs), amount unknown to me but a highly valued foode
5.) Coconuts, limited qumntity apparently. A traditional staple food iten.
6e¢) Arrouroot, mount mnknown to ne tut ayparontly limitod. Thdis is also &
traditional staple,
Te) Breadiruit, none reported or inown to m2,
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8.)Edible pandanus, none known to me. Apparently limited if existant. A
traditional staplo. Notss Pandanus lsaves are very important for mats
for houschold use and export, and for othor handicraftis.

9.) Bananas, none now but may boar firuit a year o go after planting. (A
luxury food, not a otaple., Th3 gane applies to papala.

m UJilang:

The poople normally have & good seagsonal supply of breadfruit available on
Ujilang now and usoe it as a staple both fresh (prepared) and preserved for
storaze in pits and futurs use., They have a good scasonal supply of pandanus,
coconuts year round and seasanal arrowroot, and a leaser supply of bananas,
papaias and aquashe

Ultimately tho diot on Enowebak will include all of the foods now consuned

on UJilan:, plug the larger variety and groater quantity of edible marine
biota available oo Eneowetak,

Jack A.Tobin




