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Dear colonel Waltel"8t 

SC-ptt"111ber 2U • 1967 
( 

'ftlank you f~ 7our lettel" <t'.t 18 Beptecber lVti~I to *'• Hhoec.ro.H 
oon~rning the Uae and OcOUJlanc7 ,\fil"e<u1wnt• for Bikini and Eniwetok. 

V.i th ref~ronce to the five~yesr periodic review& roquired by these 
agreements, our records lndicntc that such a review was held in 
1961 nnd that we concurred in tho determination that the land was 
still needed by tile United Sta tefi. llle do not have any indication 
in our file• that we we:re requested to COllour in a sintila.r detcr
aina tion ln 1968. 

A. t •t\1 rate• 1 have becOIM increaai111~l)' ooncernod because of mounl;-
1ng pressure from the llarshallose people who were former residents 
of those island• for sO!lt indication a.s to wbet1 they a1ght be 
pcndtted to return to their home islands. rrom t1!18 to tbw, we 
have received rather informal indioatians that the danger frora 
radioacttvitJ may no longer exist. lie have al•o had indication• 
that tbe people removed frcm thone island• are not satis~iwd •itb 
the 9.JllOtlllt of compeuatlon they are roceivint; from the inCOflle from 

' trust fund• ••tabllabert at thv t11111:' the islands were acquired tor 
military uee and we forosee aome adcl:ltional presaure tbat the 
'lllt"Etion of the aniount of ColllpenM1 tit'ln be~ reopened. For some year• 
m:• hnve also l·c'-'n nwarc thtt !hr fM""\t'r Hikiui p<'Oplc, who were 
rcloeatod to the Island of '1111 1 feel th.at IUli us l\OVCr been 
suitable ro.ainly becavse of it~ relative inacoessibility nt. SOJ¥? 

times of the year auu1 the difficulty of the ~oplc iz1 obtaini.11(: 
natural foods and fish. Por nll of the~;e rcaao11a ii. wottlu be h10St 
~elpful to us if we could h~ve some indicBtion of the plans o! tbc 
U1:ited States for future use of Bikini and EniT:etok. We arc par\;tn'.J
larly interested in whether or not there are any pr0spects for ea1·ly 
return of those islands in order that thch· people may be repatriated. 
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llouQlly Wtc· uni 11dvi.'l(..•ci vJ' ~ uc:Lt'n11inut1.ou of th<.• t',H\l..i.rlllf•d iwe<I ot 
th~ United Statt.aff for islands 11, th<.• Truut Territ.(>ry by t.h'- Conua11nr.l.:r, 
PGcifi,'! Div1•1on, Navul P'ncil1t1cs I::111;inet1rint; c(~lll!Ullld Rnd WC n~ 
takiOb the liberty of aendine u copy of thh lc.•tter to that of!ic" 
Fince we fore•cc that a coordinated reply to the ahovo question• 
Mil)' bCl neoeaaary. 

I join Mr. Shoecratt in lookitll; ~:orwnrd to ll)CO Ung you and hope 
that you will be able to make your conteinplated trip to Saip.pn in 
tile near future. Mr. Shoecraft nlso .-id<ls that if you have occasion 
to be in touch wii;h Colonol Whit.t;i11c,to-1, he ~·u.1hl .1ppr1.:cla~..: it i.f 
)'OU would give to hill his ftr)' kindest regards and tell him that he 
still i-.roombere w1 th a great deal CJf pleasttrc the few days he spent 
Ytitb hil'll at VMdenberg ~s his guest a11d thnt he hopetl to have tb.e 
opportunity to play your beautiful golf course acain. 

,r: 
..... ft(.>a:r A<~mirnl w. u. Jk?ru,,an 

CotlllNlndcr, Pac if 1<; Di vision 
Naval 1''10111 tiea iuginocrlnt~ Canmand 
FPO San Francisco 96610 

Sincerely yours, 
. ..., 

,.i-·-~ " \ / " ...,. ,,,- ~ ...;.· ~- -~-: f 
YI. ll. thrwoorl 
Il1gh Coinmissioner 
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