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Dear Colanel Fighbacks
BIKIKI SURVEY SUPPORT

In connection with the progrem for ths return of Marshsllaese
natives to Bikini Atoll, the Neveda Operstions Office is
camitted to the conduct of a radiclogical survey of that
Atoll in Mey 1972. It is presently plammed that approximately
8 to 10 professional perscnael will be pressnt on Bikini
Atoll for approximately 8 days commenoing om or about May 3,
1972,

During my recent visit to Kwejalein and Bikini, a number of
support requiremsnts vers aiscussed with your starff, with your
site contractor and wvith Trust Territery representatives. 1
understand that most of these requirements can be met vith
resources available to you and without significant impact upon
your mission responsidilities. Our detailed reguirements

will be formally stated in the immadiste future. One matter,
bovever, vhich I understand requires & policy determination,is
the availebility from your marine sssets Of one ICU to be
fully dedicated to the survey mission for the entirs 8-dey
period plus transit time. If available, this vessel would be
used sz the base of operations, providing living accommodations,
messing and essentisl intra-atoll transportetion.

My visit to Bikini Atell made it sbundantly clsar that it would
not be prudent to depend upom the Trust Territory resources

for any essential support. I bslieve that it would be both
unvise and unfeir to expect & productive expedition to result
from such dependence. As I discussed vith you at the comclusion
of my visit last week, I am confident that a survey vhich
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othervise would reguire 12 days or mpre can, with an ICU
availsble, be accomplished in & maximm of 5 days--vith
significant {mprovement in sefety, comfort sad sffectivencss
apd thus in the survey reswlts. We would prepese to pre-
posftiom all survey axd support equipment on the ICU at
Kvajalein snd thus svwoid sny substential cearge haadling

st Mkint.

I recognize that your marine sssets are heavily committed
te DW's mission activities. I wish to sssure you, hovever,
that the Bikini survey is an eeseutial task in support of
nstional poliey and that our careful exsminstiom of all
slternatives makes it clear thst it is in the United Stetes
Government's best interest to comduct it in the msnner
described. In order that our plemning snd preparsticas mey
procesd 1in timely fushiem, I would appreciste your early end
fuvorsble consideration of this request.

Yery truly yours,

Original Signed by
ROGER RAY

Boger Rey, Assistant Nsaager
for Operstioms
bece: W. B. Hills, Dir., PASO, HONO
¥. D. Smith, AN/EAL, NV-IQ
V. R. Cooper, AM/P&B, NV-HQ
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