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United States DepartmenL ~-\he Interior 

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2024-0 

Hon. Lloyd Heeds 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear !-'.r. Hecda : 
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Secretary '!11ckcl h:1s nsked m'? t;) ac!r..nowledge and rcspon<l to your 
letter of July 10. 1969, encloc.in~ .:. copy of a letter which you · 
received froT'.l Hr. Rill i;Jilliams, Science F.d1.tor of thH Seattle 
Times. Mr. William::: reported .sor:;.<2 c.onccrnlil of Dr. F..dward E •. Held . 
about the cleanup of Bikini ctoll now boillg conducted by tha Def cns'1 
Atomic Support Agency. 

Dr. Held, of course, has bee:i on Tiikini nora recently tban any of us 
and we are, therefor·'.l, in no position either to confirm or to refute 
his comments with respect to the operation now underway. DASA is the 
agency of the United States Government -which is charged with the cleanup 
responsibility. As far as we are ::.ware, no major break-down or delay 
has occurred nnd the cleanup process i.s r.oing according to schedule. We 
had originally estimated thet six rnonthn woul<l b<? required for the clean­
up, but. with the fiscal year funding r>roblem that developed, it was 
decide~ several months ago that a slight stretch-out is rec:uired. We 
currently expect the clo?.anup to be completed in late · Scpter..ber or early · '1 
October. 

Dr. Hold also stated that the operation is hei.ng Anpported from !I!clcam " 
Fi•ld, rather tha.n Kwojalcin. It ia rrry un<lerstnnding that th~re l1aa 
never any intent to oupport the DASA project from Kwajalein nlthough tha 
resources of Kwajalein could be sought in the event of emergencies. 

High Commissioner Johnston is planning to visit Bikini in mid-August and 
I am taking the liberty of sen.ding him a copy of your letter and that of 
Mr. 'Jilliams. I believe ha should be awa:re of the connncnts made by Dr. 
Held and Mr. Williams in order that ha mi~ht pP-rsonally look into the 
situation. The High ConlI!lissioner has had a, rcpreRentative on the atoll 
during the cleanup phnae and he wUl probably also wlAh to havo a report 
from him before he visits Bikini'. 

Dr. Held also expreosed some concern with respect to the support which 
the Trust Territory might expect from Kwajalein durin~ the resettlement, 
phase of the Bikini project. We had, in fact, not planned on any sub­
stantial support from Kwajalein other than the essentially emergency support 
which that activity normally provides ua. A possible exception might be · 
aircraft assistance. 
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I appreci<l.te your c<"'-111.nr; !:L.is to my attention, As you know, we 
are very dasirous of st:cin; the 3ikini resettle.111ent program move 
for..-ard eff'i.ciently z.r~d well. I a::i, as I notf'.d, calling tbia 

'·' correspondei.1ce to H:i.gh Col:!!11.zsione:r Johnston's attention 4Uld will ... · 
be har;.py to give you a fot:t,112r report based upon his visit to :· :·~ ,, :>k .·,~~~: 

Bikini next ~nth. Sincerely your: , /II~;\~~; , ,,, : 
JSgd.J Elizabeth ~ FarrJngton .. · :t~:.~~ ,.·: · 

cc: Mr. Johnston, HiCom / 
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. c_ ,,iii>;: ;·:~<r . ~/,,; ·:: 
Elizabeth P. Farrinaton . . ~·.;\itl\>· <, 
Director 'J;)., .. ,~:-::1~~':., ·1 
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