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BUBJECT: Stetus Roport, Clesmup of DBikini Atoll (V)

. 1. References:

a., Prosidential letter for Secretary of Interiocr, dated 12 August
19G8, subject: Eesettlesent of Tikint Atoll,

b, DPresidential letter for Sccretary of Defense, datod 12 August
1968, subject: Reasettlenent of Bikini Atoll,

¢. Preasidential letter for Chalrzen, Atomle Energy Cowmulssion,
dated 12 August 1968, subject: Resettlement of Bfkiani Atoll,

d. Director, Joint Staff emsrondum 140-89 for Director, Defonse
Atomic Bupport Agency, dated 30 Janusry 1959, subject: Bikini Atoll,
DOD Suppoart for Clearing Operation,

6. Ycnorendum of Underatonding betysen Defense Atomte Support
Agency end Atoale Enorgy Coawisston, dated 1l February 19639, znbject:
Cleanup of Bikinl Atoll,

3. Referencg » requested the Departacat of the Interior to dovelcp a
progren to resottle tho foraer natives of Biking who desgire to do so
in thoir traditional homo, sl refercnces b pnd ¢ reguosted thoe Depoart-
rant of Defense (DOD) apnd Ataaio Energy Comelssion (AZC) to work with
the Departmont of Intortor end the Lish Cozmissioner of the Trust
Territory, Pecific, ms nacessary to gssist in scconplishing the re-
sottlensnt, The DOD snd the AEC sgreod jJointly to undertnke to clear
Bikiat Atoll of residusls from 1ts test use which could beo hazsrdous
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to the natives or interfere with taeir oyricultursl use of the land,
a8 & prercquisite to rosottlesont, end referencos d and e degignated
Plroctor, Dofense Atonic Support Agency (DMZ2A) o8 the DOD end AZC
Projcct Usnagor for this eoperation, Funding in zmounts of $300,000
_.each fraw AEC and DoD wore provided to support cleanud opsrations
cozmencing in FY 1563, with $700,000 to ba provided dy the Dopartment
of Intertor in FY 1470 to cosplete thio tazk,

3. A combincd militery end civilisn-contractor Task Croup under
Conacnder, Joint Tork Forco EICLT (JIP-8), DASA, comprising 25 men with
enulpaont, landed on tho Atoll by eaip on 18 Fedbrusry 1069 end began the
cleanup operation, DBy £3 February en elr strip was operational and

28 fied for Milltory ALTRITE Cosrtand L1ight opstations,

4, The Biking Tesk Group currenlly cwprises g total of 40, of whoa 17
are oiliiary, The work s Lrooeeding sstisfactorily, As cof now {t is

. approxiaately ZL3 couplete, which §8 sufficient to afford e realistie
eppraisal sund dofipition of the oversll tesk, No significant cporatiosnsd
difficulties bave toon expariconced end none ero forpepst, A cdotailed

prepared 23 @ besis for inter-sgency concurrence on the completion of
the ATC~DOD tosks, Preseat ostiuste 13 that the laltor cen be conpletod
by Octobor 12693 4f tha nocessary additionnl funis fn the smount of
$700,000 are oveiladlo by 1 July 18369,

8, Specific comzent on the funding situation snd requirewsants will to
the sudbjoct of separate corrospondence,

L. M, MUSTIN
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