GOSE L

DEC 2 1968

It.Col, A, A. Games, Division of Militery Applicetion
DEPARDGENT OF INTERICR BIXKINI RE-SETTLEMENT PROORAN

¥ith regard to your request for comsents on the subject plas, the following
rcbles sraas have bees jdentified:

1. The stetement on ressone Vebind AEC taterest i{a this jroject om page
ia nn {Bcorrect view of the Comatssioa's role and responsidilitiee
for teste at Bikint.

Ze The plan mziee no use of or provision fir the AEC recammwmdoticns
o measures needed to miaimize redistice exposures for the returning
population se provided by the 44 Moo growup convened by M.

3. Thare sxe ot least two places, pagee ? end 13, vhere the plan
used s » vebicle for establishing Pelersl yolioy os the mutter of
¢fsposition of lamds vithin the Trust Territary mov wtilized by the
U. 5. One statemeat [z brosdemed to eover say land now used by the
V. 8., Oovsramest.

™he suggested changes and sdditions fa the attachment sre lutended o
avoid these provleas.
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The following comments apply to the proposed Bikini re-settlememt
program ss appended to the letter, David 8. Rlack, Secretary of the
Interior to Charles J. Zvick, Director, Buresu of the Budget, doted
November 3, 1963, with copies to the Atomic Knergy Commission and
Depertament of Defense.

Page 1, par. 2. Change to read....The President's smnouncememt

wad based upon s finding thut exposure to radiation that would likely
result from repstriation of the Bikini people dces not offer =
significant threut to their health and safety and that these
exposures may snd should be reduced by taking certain simple
Mrecautions.

Page 2, par. 1. The statement on & U, 8, obligation regarding return
of land to civilian use iz superfluous since the decision in this
case has alresdy Leen made. Suggest deletion of this pwragraph.

Page 2, par. 1. B8plit into two paragraphs and change to reed....
The islands of Bikini atoll are greatly changed as s consequence

of the tests vhich vere conducted there ia the late 1550's and the
1950's. BSome islands have discappesred or the remmants sre mere
sand spits; still others heve been diminished in size as a result
of blast effects and/or vave action; and loss of topscoil far the
1slands of the atoll varies from zero to almost 100%. While it

has been determined thet the island camplex from Bikin{ to Eneu

is safe for eomtinuoue bsbitation, radiation levels in the other
parts of the atoll precludes g¢ontimuous use. These other islands
and island complexes may be visited for purpoees of food collection
(vird, turtles, their eggs, etc.), but present eocnsditions on these
islands precludes sulLstantial sgricultural development at this time.

Bikini and Eneu are overgrown vith a Jungle-like stand of scrud
vegetation which will sustein neither subsistence nor ccamerce.
This vegetation must be cleared snd the two islands replanted to
coconuts and other food crops. Additionally, most of the {slands
ACeessve .

Page 4, par. 1. Change to read....The Atomic Energy Commission
has an interest because the Cammiszsion, under the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 and its smendments, is given certain responsibvilities
to protect health end minimige danger to life or property from
hazards thet may be agsociated with activities in which AEC bas
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a role. The Depertment of Defense is another interested agency
since the research and development work in the military application
of atamic energy at Bikini etoll was jointly conducted by DoD and
AEC under direction of the highest levels of the U, S, Govermaent.
The Bikini atoll was under military jurisdiction.......etc.

Page 6, per, 2. Following the August-September survey trip the
Atomic Energy Commission prepared.....etc.

Page 7, par. 2. Change to read.....These people were removed from
Eniwetok shortly after removal of the people from Bikini. The
Eniwvetok people were resettled opn the..........etc.

Pege 7, par. 3. Change to resd....The total resettlement program
for Bikini, including clearing, redevelopment over a five year period,
plus the essential improvements to the Kili......etc.

Page 3, 1lst sentence. Change to read......Survivel would be difficult
and the redevelopment of Bikini, without support of modern egquipment
and methods, would be a painfully slow process covering many yesrs.
This epproach would be {inconsistent.......etc.

Page 9, par. 1. Change to read....Cleanup and redevelopment of
fecilities to accommodate.....ete.

Pege 9, last par. Chenge to resd....coconut groves and other food
crops. Planting of pandamis trees on Bikini will be accamplished
according to the AEC recommendation for removal of two inchees of
topsoll fram esch site over an area covered by the crown of mature
trees. No radiological precautions will be needed on Eneu. The
4,500 foot airstrip.......etc.

Page 10, par. 1. Change to reed....Clearing of other islands of
test related debrie should follow.....etc.....clearing will consist
of removal of test related debris, particularly.......etc.

Page 10, par. 2. Change to read....The island of Bikini was the
porulation center....ete.

Page 11, top of page. Change to read......Each unit will consist of the
dwelling itself, cistern, bath house, toilet, cook house, etc. The
village center and housing unit construction on Bikini island will



involve covering these sites with coral rock as recommended by
the AEC. Cost estimates......ete,

Page 11, par. 1. Change to read....pending the maturation of
camercisl and food erops. However, one of the important
reasons for a feeding subsidy 18 to insure both an adequate
and properly balanced diet for the Bikini residents in order
to minimize uptake of radionmuclides as has been recamnended
by AEC.

Page 12, par. 2. This item on estsblishing a general principle
concerning the disposition of lands within the Trust Territory
is not relevant to this plan wherein the decision has been made
to return Bikinil atoll to its owners. The inclusion of this
item ss & "major objective" could expose the plan to an added
complication that ie otherwise avoidable. Suggest deletion of
paragraph 2.

Page 12, par. 3. Change to read....lmplement a sound redevelop~
ment program for Bikini atoll which will make.....etc.
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