
UN!TED STATES 
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Dc..::ir }lr. Zwick: 

Ll·O~':i6:t::::; 

You will rcc.'.111 tll.'.1t on Auzust 12, 1968, the l'resi<lent announced 
1.:i1.'.1t 1.:hc people of Bikini c.:i.n be returned to their ho;nc atoll. 
This .'.lnnouncc10·.cnt followed .'.l <lctcr;;d.r,.:ition th.:it the main islands 
of th.::! .'.ltoll .'.lre s.:ife :for continuous hurnan ha"::>itation and th<:t the 
security r<:!quirc:J1cnts of the n.:itioJ. will perrait the restoration of 
tl.1c atoll to the Bil<ii.1i.:ms. At -.:h.e tir..c 0£ the aJ.aounce;nent, the 
l'rcsident requested the Secret.:iry of Lle:2'ense, the C~air;:;l.'.ln of the 
.Ato;:1ic Energy Com .. '11.ission and the Director of the iureau of the ~udget 
to cooperate and assist us in develo?ing and puttiJ.g into effect a 
redevelop•nent pro.gram • 

• \s a first step in th.'.lt effort, this Depart::ient and the High Co;::i-
1:1issioner of the Trust Te...-ritory orr;c:r.ized a survey trip to Eikini, 
:::1c surv2y party be.in:;; com.posed of :::'Ci,)i"esentatives of tl1e "3i:<ini f.ieople, 
staff ;.,cwbers of the Trust Territory Government, and representatives of 
tl1e Atonic Energy Cor,lffiission, the Defense Department and the Depa:ct;::icnt 
of tl-..e Interior. This visit, undertal<en within tw0 weeks of the Presi
dent:.' s announce.went, w.:i.s intended to lay the foundation for a re-settle-

. r.;ent progr~u for Bikini. 

:20ll0\,Ti:1g the co;:ipletion of the visit to Ei:dni, we have turned to 
draiti:1g a prog:ra1.1 loo:<in:; toward 'Che earliest possible rcturr.. of tne 
:Jikinians. Representatives of the Ato~11ic Energy Co;nnission have pre
pared the estimates :'.:or the•removal of testing deoris, radioactive 
r.:ateri.::tls, and the clearing of vegetation preparatory to replanting 
the islands to productive crops. Ti:'.e Trust Territory Government and 
persoanel of this Depart..-.ent have turned to the develop;;icJ.t of a re
settler.1er.t prograr:l designed to meet the President's criteria of a new and 
model CO::liliunity on Bikini. 

I am pleased to forward to you for your consideration the co~bined results 
of t:1e work to date, a program of red2velop;aent of Bikini for the r..ext 
six years which represents our best current estinate of the cost of 
r.:ccting the obli)';.:ttion of the Unite:d States to provide for a viable 
comillunity and the speediest possible relocation o:'.: the people. The 
.::sti:n.::te c.:llls for the expcaditurc of approxir..atcly $3 ,00"0 ,000, :nost 
of -which fo.llo in the fir:::t two ye;::.rs of the progr01m for th.a initi01l 
cleanup and construction phases of the project. 
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h1~ b0li~vc it is imf>Ol"'t.:int tl1.:.1t: stcpG he t:.J.l\.cn ~o hc;:;in the prozr'1•.1 
;1t an .:-;:1·ly J;1tc~ W~ owe <:he pco[>l.c of Bikini nothin~ le:ss; we:. owe 
t:i1c .\;~1crican pco;)lc who have .J.~>sumecl rcsponcibility [or the Tru~;t 
Tci.-rit01·y nothin0 less. l~O\vever-, althou0i1 t:lC involved a::;cncies of 
t:llc i:'l.'dcr.-11 Government .'.1'1(1 the Trust l.'erritory h.:i.vc: been for sor.<c 
ti1~1e \.ru:.:kin;:; ·tow.J.rJ the ultii~•::te return of the Bikini people, both 
the timin;~ of the determination that return W.'.l.::> possible, and the 
su'usc(jucnt .J.nn0uncc:ncat by the Pre[;idcnt were:. such that it has not 
hitherto been possible to include funds for Bikini in any agency's 
1969 or 1970 bud.::;ct prog-::.:-.m. 

I would .:i.dd one further corc .. -:i.cnt with respect to t:1c estinated costs 
of rc-sc-.:tlc:~1cnt. As you will notc in tl1e enclosed paper, ::::ere nas 
been .:m .:1bsolutc loss of lai:d in :::1is land-poor a:.:-ea. Buildings ca:i. 
be rcouilt, crops c~n be rc11l.:intecl, "uut tl1e l.::.nd re:sourcc c.'.l.r.not be 
~cs to1'"'2d. Duri~1r; tbc. Au0us~ visit: to Bi~cini, tOc rcprc::;e~tativcs of 
~11c pcv:)l2 bcc.:::-.1c. .. ·1\Vtirc of tl1c l.Jss oi. t:1is resource. \·T~1.et:1cr -:.:i1cy 
, ... rili p~css fo~ cor.~~)c;isatio11 £0~ such :ass ·we C.J.i1~'lot at t:1is tira1c say. 
I Ii:2r'2ly \·Jisl1 ~o 11oint o~t t:1.::t tl1~ e~closcd r2-sctt:lc~cnt proGrW-:1 
docs not include any itc~ for such co~pcns.::tion, if loss or d.::~.:i.ge 

clai;:1s .'.lre presented by ti1e Ei:-.inians, or if pay;:-.er.ts are ot:1er-wise 
fou:::d to be due them. 

1?12 bc.licv2 t:1c. re-s(;ttlen1cnt ~:.-ogr~"il shoulci continue 
£or1v.'.lt"<l 1,'it:1 all possible dis~.::tc:.. and that its wain 
be l.'.lici oC!:ore the Co:1grcss soon after it convenes. 
to ~,·or king witi1 you to tl1a t enc. 

to be moved 
features should 
We look f orwa:-<l 

I a.-a sc11ciin::; copies of this lc-::ter a:1C. its enclosures to the Cnair:::.::n 
0£ the Ato::r.ic Energy Co;j-.::1issio::: .::nd ::1c Secret.'.l:y of Defense. Repre
Se:ltai:ives o:.: both age::lcics are! info:::::-:ally aware __ of our proposed progrrn 
and the funding require.rr.e~t whic~ arises frow it. 

l:o~:. Ch.:i.rles J. Zwick 
Direc~or· 

Bu.~c.:1u of the Budget 
Was~-i::.n;:;ton, D. C. 20503 

2::-.closu.res 

Sincerely you:::s, 

I\ • 

e,..;C::~Secretary of the Interior 
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