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Mr. Richard Hirsch 
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Washington, D. C. 
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The Commission and the Den;irtmPn t of Defe 
important for operational re::isons to i~ 
an announcement of the formation of Jo1nt Forc-P 7 

the "ari fir its preparations for a new series of test,; at 
ProvinP' Ground. The rr0jPd i~ now enterinf'. 
phase and movements of ne;~surtn0 i - - more than 
by air, somP 9,000 r'y sea -- wiJ l be notrcd am 
in the press. It is desirahle that nPmbers of 
be permitted without violatinrr security rc>stri (' 

1p onpr;it {on:cJ 
·, '.'10C of .lne11 
f'nerul a erl •1p 

he T 

their families know that they wi lJ oe absent for some t imp 

ThP Commission has askPJ that the Judrcment of thP C oPra tj 0·1~ 
Coordinatinf Board on the tirninrr of such an nnnounrement b•1 
0ht::ined. \·ie would like to issue it, if there if' nri contr:iry 
r:ason} ~n the first week of the new year. I arr ;i ttachi nr 
six oor1Ps of the draft or the rel e'l s» for the illformati en 
of the ~oard. 
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8 ~ JOI~~K FORCE SEVEN 

PREPARING FOR NE'W SERIES OF TESTS 
AT PACIFIC PROVING GROUNDS 

The Department of Defense and the U. s. Atomic Energy Commission announced 

today that preparations have been underway for some ti.me for a ne1o1 serie.s of 

tests at the Commission's Pacific Proving Grounds. The preparations are 

being carried out by Joint Task Force SEVEN, successor to Joint Task Force 

132, vhich conducted tests during the fall of 1952. 

Full security restrictions of the Atomic Energy Act apply to preparations 

for, and time of, the tests. 

Joint Task Force SEVEN, composed of personnel of the AEC, Arrey, Navy 

and Air Force, vill be responsible for carrying out the test operations at 

the Pacific Proving Grounds. Major General Percy W. Clarkson, u. s. Arn~, 

vho co=anded Joint Task Force 132, will continue as Coorrnander of Joint 

Task Force SEVEN. Dr. Alvin c. Graves, of the Atomic Energy Commission, 

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, 1o1ho has served as Scientific Director 

during previous atomic tests in Nevada and Eni1o1etok, will remain as Deputy 

Commander and Scientific Director; Captain Eugene T. Sands, U. S. Navy, has 

been designated as Deputy for Navy; and Colonel Murray A. Byvater, U. s .. Air 

Force, as Deputy for Air Force. Chief of Staff is Brigadier General Eugene 

McGinley, u. s. Army. 

Atomic Energy Commission participation vill be primarily conducted by 

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, the University of California Radiation 


