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These notes are based on {a) talks with two able Aszsistants to ALC
Comaissioners, (b) reading the approved Atonic Energy policles, (c) readi
the tiro 90-page chronolozid issued by the Joint Congressiomal Commitiee,
(d) briefing by ¥ilitary Liaison Committee of DOD (Mr. LeBaron).

l. The AZ s gincerely disturbed by 4ts isolation: %ts lack of accurate
xnowledze of how mlitary reqirements are determined; its doubt whether the
tercivle issues involved have been fully exploredes )

a. Izolation. The statutc set atomle enmergy carefully apart under
civilian coniro.s and very hish classificatlons, with a view principally
to peaceful usc. MAetually almoct all the AEC work and expenditure 1s
devoted to military uee. The ARC i3 not represented on the Cabinet or on
the W7 (except via the Special Comittee of ESC for AF), It feels that
its views, necds, and vast importance are not represented in 1lntegrated,
over-all naticna planning. Yet the use of atomic energy in war and, on
proper development, in peace 1s of eritical importance and affects all
natlonal plannin-, aad pretty moon the AT industry with ten billions invested
will be the bi:rest in America 'and growing rapidly.

be Lack of ac-urate xnowledre of how military requirements are detsrnined,

The i7" Teels that ncither it nor anyone BAs suliicient xnowledge to be sure
that military rejuiresentd accurately determined. For a while, AFC felt
those requirements were based on what it could produce rather than on what
was militarily determined to be needed. Later, it felt that the requirements
were bascd on Yac'ahon pre-cure and Soviet~scare to produce as rmich as quick
as possible, Also, as the ¥ilitary Liaison Committee under LeTaron has

- grown in importance, AC feels more rewte than ever from DOD and uncertain
whelher it may be receiving through L2 information baged on the up-and-down
swinss of inter-service rivalry rather than on rounded, considered TOD -
Judment. ’

ce Doubl whether the terrible 1esued involved have been fully explored.
Some of these qQuestions were ra.sed in the December/52 report on AfC—D0D
relations:

{1 Atuals power is not "just another weapon® - have we assessed
the impldeacicns of dropringe our capability on Russian targets?

(2) tre we prepared to go ahead with strategic atom borbing of Ruszia
if asola Uwxiicates she will bomb NATC in reprisal? )

(3} low shall we defend the TS fros Rumsian borbing attack launched
in the firs: iartance, or initiated by a Ruesian sct of agzression without
use cf atomic bo=hs?

.

-1 requirements is tie Hebomb to fulfall? Ts it real
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supericr to the newer A-bombs? Can e!éﬁer be really delivered Tog
to fuselan targets?

In November/L> the General Advisory Comslttee of AZC, chiefly on ‘
moral grouads, hoped that the devclopment of H-bombs mipght be avoided.

The ALC personnel are honestly and seriously disturbed. Their doubts
and worries caniwt be lightly brushed aside. The views wiii~h they express
are not Empire-ouil {ing. In fact, several feel thal weapon producti-ms and
development shoill e unler DOD, leaving to AEC ‘peace use; ressarch and
development. i ‘

2. The AT” suggestlions to cure these problems are varied, but car be
fairly summari:zel thar-:

2. bt alleviate isolatel position, give AFC & place at Cabinet or
NOC table s¢ that it may participate in integrated policy making.

t. bring atout a closer relatlon between AEC and DOD, now blocked
rather th.on aflied by the 7.7, The Special Cormittee on Atonic Energy
< e

of I 7 swres Lo setitle great policy questions, but there are contiming
oper:ting rruvlews to be setitled with fuller wnowledge on both sides.

e b sure that at %77 level the terrible issues relitive to using
atome energy are understoo! and freshly resolved, By full, periodic
brie’ings, el:cate beter o:r tor echelon to AT problems.

3. ther moinats

2. Uraniam Yshortaze" i{s based on low price pald to foreim producers -
a fricti.n of what is paid for goli,

be Tssentlal to have “outl, Africa friendly and cooperativej thence
will comx our largest uranium supply.

e Two years or =0 2go the military pressed for additional AT productive
facilities. ™he 477 was unsyapithetic @ (i) too great expense, (1T) when
faszilities complete? and military requirements then more quickly met, what
then do with "white elephant™? The ¥ilitary won and the additional facllities
were created. How 1t looks as if the presently-stated mtlitary requirements
mi-ht be met by 177, As t e AT stockpile does not waste, what éhen does
UT do with 1t ten billion dollar investment? DOD is now tentatively sugmesting
that we shonl! pli. in immediately ensulng years to devote a small part of our
totil growin  sto~i;lle for military use to beginning the set-up of pilol
stadles of a ~eaztor mechaniemt for later eivilian use in producing electroghs

# In lay langua-c - a bomb exrlosion is rapid use of AF§ a peace usapge like
eleciricsme powor o sl uSe of A" via a reactor mechanism,’




