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TEINTATIVE ACE(DA for Meeting of the War Council at 10:00 &M R

WAR COUNCIL

on 8 Februery 1949

1. Briefiag by o represeatative of the Stete Depariment on developments
in the field cf foreign relations,

-

2. U. 5. policies goveraing the use of certain new weazpons and release

of information regarding the capcbilities of, defense agoinst, and
use of these weapons.

In commenting upon the guestion of whether the extracted versicn
of tiie Bikini Report should be released, Dr. Bush suggests that a

small top-level group of private citizens be organized to prcpJe
recommendations to the President as to:

a. The circumstances under which the U. S.

suculd use the
atomic bomb and wecopons of hiologicel warfare

chenical warfare

} znd radiological worfare;
i
i‘% b. The information which should be rcleased to the public
X = ceacerning these decisions and concerning the capabilities of,
-~ b .
= and defense cgainst,these weopons.
I
g ) A copy of Dr. Bush's lettor is attzched os Bxnibit 2-u.
N B
A Q < Exnibit 2-b is an outiinc of the questions raised directly or
w § 3‘ : _ud irecctly by Dr. Bush and 2 stotocment of previcus action with respect
f—,’, > ¥ o vhesc issucs tagcen in the Lar Couwuncil ond the Noticonal Sceurity
2 3 § Council.
3 £
X 2 Y Exhibit 2-c¢ is & copy of the memorandum from Dr. Compton in

which he comments on Dr. Bush's proposal and suggests certain
modifications.

Tho discussion of this item will be precedzd by o bricf statement
by Dr. Compton on thc capcbilitics of chemical, biclogsical and radio-

logical warfare. BEST COPY AVA‘LABLE

Action Requircd

The ‘/ar Council should discuss thc issucs raised by Dr. Bush‘s
proposal (as outlincd in Exhibit 2-b) in the lizht of prisent circum-
stances and previous action, and agrec upon the action which should

76 /;y be teken with respcet to them.




Reszonsibility for peocetime planning for the wartime conduct of

Oovert DSychOlopiceal wiarifarc.

Py memorandum dnted 1 February 1949, the Exccutive Sceretery of
tie Hationnl Security Council submittod to thc members or the Noticonal
Socurity Council e statcment entitled “"Responsibility for Peccetime
Plenning for thc .artime Cenduct of Overt Psyenclorical Ticrferc
accompanied by threc annexes. In this stotoment the Notionoi
Sceurity Ccuncil staff pointod osut tne dusirability for the Hotionzl
Sceurity Cowicil to make cerly and cefiritive orovision for an orgen-
ization to plon in peacctime for the wortime conduct of overt psycho-
logical warfare activities {including ony wartime domestic irformation
program) and tc ccordincte such planning with that for wortime covert
activities.,

Houwever, beccuse of the diffcrences widich had arisen in the
National Scvcurity Ceuncil staff during considerztion of this prebliem,
the staff wisaned to receive the guidance of the Fotionel Sceurity

< & wactac (95674 TR DAl zat] i Tmic fod a 20T 07 .'.~
Council a&s to whcthcr svch 2n organization, in which 21l aodpronriate
departimcnts and arcncies weuld perticipate, should be estrblished:
- =) X 4 J

(a) writhin thc Dopcrtment of State, or

;
£

(b) directly rusponsible to thc Heticnal Segarity Council, or

(c) witiin on alrecdy established a cency of the Haticnnl Sceurity
Council (notably the Lifice of Policy Cosrdination of the

Centrel Intelligonce Azency. )

The three cnnexes to the nemorandum of 1 February comprise
explanniions and briefs ol crgumcnts for these three alternatives.

action Roguired

Deccuse of the meny months wiiich have passcd since tne Notional
Security Council begen consideration of this problem and the divergent
views held at the stoff and censultent level by the various member
departments, it seems desirable that the !lilitcry Esteblishment members
of the Netional Security Council should, in War Council, agree upon
a uniform nosition tc be taken in this matter before it is considered
in full Reticnal Security Council meeting.

Air Acodemy

The propesed terms of reference for the '"Service Academy Board"
will be considered by the Viar Council in tne event that informal
cgreement as to their scope hos not been reached cmong the Departments
prior to the meeting.




