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You hnve nsi:ed my ccr..ments regardin.; relec'.l.se of the Bikini Report. 
This is n very c0;-:::plex question, nnc it is pi.:.t in n new phase by rens0n of 
the nrticle by Brndley Dewe:r in Tl1e Atl:i.ntic. But it is only :;.. p'lI't of a 
ver·y :71'.lCh lnri:;c2 ques7.ic::i.. 

On tnc release of the report itself, I he.ve nev3r seen c.ny he,rm in 
letting it out, c.:.nd I see so;;,e good. 1::1o::1e tin1e c;,r;o the Stc.te; Dcp2.rtmont, 
I believe, felt th:i.t i~..:,s relee.se just c.t the mom.E;:mt would br:; untimely, 
but I think this time ::..s new p3.st. Certainly with the dc.:letio:is thnt 
J:w.v·.:: b0en m.:::.de it has bc;.;n thc-rou,ghly screene;d f'ror.. a security st<:: .. ndpoi:it. 
There o.re still hcing nnde n certe?.in num··x~r of wild st2tements about atorr..ic 
bo~bs nnd 2. f .:-,ctual st::ter:1ent would help in this r8g::i.rd. Hence from this 
standpoint :;.lcne I see no objection to r.:::lease. 

On the othcJr hnnd, for the ?rusident to ordc:r r..;;:1.ease just at this 
r:,omont would .::p:::icm- t·J h.:; r.13.king a r.::ih.:.:i.se under pressure;, in the light 
of Dew0y 1 .s article. .Joi,y I tl;inl:: I k.1'.)W thG Prosid0nt 1 s r:.ind w .... 11 enough 
to rt..::i.lize th.:,t he would not hesit:::.te fo:- a r.w;n.Lnt t.::i t.::.kc .:i.ny sfop wh'.lt
E:VGr if ho thcught it :::.n import.::.nt one in t;1t:. public intcrcst, whl:th0r it 
pb.ced hir1 in :;.n apparont:.y un.favor.:;.b::;_e ::.ignt or not. 3ut t . ..is is not J. 

cruci::i.l mnttor, and I also believe that if I vwrs :.n l"~is pl.~'.CG I ...-rould 
hence hesito.tc to Jrd,:,r !'0lc2.s.J just when tnis tync: of prescurc h,:;.d been 
<:J.pplicd. I think, ho.mv0r, th.::.t I see n v:c:..y 0'.1t of th'-' n::i.tkr .::mC. I 
will outline it :!..n t!;is letter. 

A st::.tor11E.;nt of public policy in regard to now weapons vrould, I tl:ink, 
be !1ighly s:::.luto.r.f if cnrcfully and d~libLrc.tely ia~e;. But I vrr::.uld not 
confine this to 2.tomic bombs, I 1·;::mld include c::.lso th<.; subjC;ct of biolo.;ictl 
1varf c.ri::: :.rnd indocd chemical W2.rfaro nnd radi0lc 0 icu.l vmrf arC; o.s w"i. .. 11. 
':'here arc tr:.~ o.nc;ll:s to o. public stati:munt D.nd both of thc.:m I think c.ro 
irr.?ortant. In tho first placo, there is a good dcnl of unreasoning feo.r 
in t .. is countrJ o.nd vv..; o..:-e like;ly t.o do str:~ngc, tj~in;s when w0 arc fearful. 
I believe th:.t o. f::l.ctual stci.tGne;nt r.'.Jout the possibLl.itie:s .:.nd li;.oJ.t.::tions 
of these wcn;.xins would tvnd to quiet f0ars r2.t:1l:r th::m othL.:r;ris.:-, would 
tend in fact to replace unrc.;asoning terror v.d. th a c:::.l.r.l dctcrmin2tion to 
face unplo2.snnt f c.cts. I tnink the .Am.;.;rj_cc.n public gC;ncro.2.ly is no·,v in 
tho fr2.r.lo cf r.ind where it would do just tho.t, if given thi..: authorit:::.tivc 
fc.ctuci.l b::i.sis for s0 d.ci.l1g. As you o..nd I knovr, n·.:inc cf tht_;se;: vm:i.pons is 
duturr..ining in the sc::isc..: th'"l. t it is ovcrwhelr:~ing. If ::i. vrn.r uccurrod 
tor;iurr:;i;1 0f ·;1orld v:ide scop0 it w·.)Uld be n te;rrible w.::i.r, but I have no 
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reason to believe that it wculd be more fearful than tho last one in its 
ovor-.:::.11 consoquoncos. I sec no indication cltcr long study thc?.t w.::.rfo.re 
is likoly to v:ip0 cut civiliz3tion or 2nything of the scrt. T:-ier.::: are 
new e:lements c..nd tht.: techniques Qr·;; vastly chc.nged, e.nd .)ut of tr;is c.::.mes 
e. much gTcatcr import.:mco of civil deft::nSC;, .:.nd c.lso ur..:ioub·t-cdly an 
acc(;lo:ration of the pace of wnr, but I do not ;:Iysslf believe tnc.t .:::ny of 
the new ag1..-ncies will be so overwhelming th.:it it .:i.lonc ·Nould be th0 doter
r.1ining Ecans for ir.iposing cur will on thG e ... 1emy, nor do I believe th:it the 
set-back that ch"ilizo:tion would ruceivG from a war in t!1e n0nr future 
would bt:; greater tr.an it roce:i v3d in th0 t.wo grcc..t vrars of ti1e immcdic.te 
past. I boli0ve t:nt if the people of this countcy-, ths sound, cor:Tinon 
sunse people ov:..;rywhere, had the reasoned factual basis fer u.."1dcrst.:lnding 
this matt.::r the:y would face the future ·with confid.on::::e and dctermr.c..tion. 
This is ccrtainlJ' an objective of great momGnt. -v·\-'""·'c 

'- < ..,. ' "' - ' 
There is, however, the second aspect of the ~"bject;'and ·c:i.is is the 

VGry iri:portant task of clarifying na~icnal policy c;n reg-6.rd to tho use of 
new instrurnontali ties~ There is riot the slightest vion i:i my r.;ind 
th;:.t if we were at-ve.ckej, or if frcvdom-:::.oving peoples 8lsewhcre Yrcre 
attacked by a puwerfi_1.l ag;;ressor and 'ITC en.me t0 their sup:;:iort, ';'ie "\Yould 
use c.tomic borr.bs. 11.'c w-:.iuld cio so rcluct2ntly, c.nd ;>ri.:narily ago.inst 
r:iili tG.Ty tc::.r gets, but no would use thC;;:;:. The d<.ngcr is th".t Tri:: r.ii ght 
hesitate, use th(;;m on2.y in e:xtrer;;is, and use then too le.to. I r<J.thur 
believe th.:it th'=' J..r,1.;:;rican neo')l8 c:.r8 nc.·1 rcc.dy to stand bchinG. a, policy 
that s.:iys if it is necessary to prescrv(:; our fr0edor.Js '."Tc will er:iploy tnc::i. 
I bC;;liovc that if this v:er;:: known to bo 01.1r posi-tion , and if it vmr6 lmovm 
thc:.t this h;;.d the full support of t;1c .h.-:lurican pcuplu, it -iic:J.ld gro::tly 
.::.id to preserve.: the pc::.cc of tht: Y:orlC:. ,fhun it cc::1es to 0L1cr r::othc.1ds, 
such o.s ch0:.:ic::l w:-:..rfc.r0 2:-ic~ its ncvr etdjuncts bLlo~j,cc:.l c.ncl r:diol 'Jgic::.l 
Yr::rf :>.rc, I believe our public pclicy should be the s::nC;: <J.S it lms be: cm in 
the pnst. ·.ic did not join the c::mvc:ntion ng-i.ir~st the.. use of Tvc.r g:i.sc:s, but 
on the othvr hnnd we di~l n:::;t use thorn. ':;8 hD..vc. studied and ~:cpt thor:mghly 
nppriscd of pr_;grcss. lie ·will cort2.inly oe pre.pc.red to use such i:;othc;ds 
of rct2.lintion if 'J.sod by an unG1:1J'. ",;c WcJuld net und8rta1:c t:.J use any 
:neD.ns of vmrf:irc .:::.i7;1od ::i.t wil'.)ing cut th(; 90pulntion of .:::.n enc.my, r.:::.thGr 
we Tvculd. [Cttnck ;1i;:-_ by no.::.ns c~lcul::..tod to dostrcy his r.:ili tnr3r Light 
dir(.;ctl~~. I be:lievo tn:.-~t the.: rolntio:aship cf ·wcc:.pons of this type to cur 
:-.~ili t::.ry thinkinc; is fair l:T clcr1rly sh'.)>m by the r(;ln tivc: p0si tions w~ich 
thr~;:r occupy with rc.:spoct to t!10 L;ntiro ;,:ili tnry rcsc.:i.rch nnd devolcpr:ie;nt 
prcgr.:;..":l. Th0:,r ill'L. n:ijuncts -::nc nc;t c'.::ntr"o.l i\ .. ::i.ttl:"cs in the: present nilitnry 
progra-n. ~h; ;_Jroposc tc; k3cp c.lort, i11forned, ani rL-o.dy, but we do not 
iJrOlXlSC: to go all out un any such ;rrothods. 

Now thcso are only p1.;;rsonal ·thoughts, they 2.rc rough indocd, they need 
to be vic-;;cd fron all ::.ngks .:n:l vory cD..refull:r forr:mlatod. But I boliov0 
that a stc:.touont of public policy :1lo:ie thcsu lin0s is now ti:Joly and that 
it could bo of enornous bcnci'it to tho w,:;rlJ in the prescrv~.tLm :~f pec.ce 
and in tho unitL1g ,:;f tho thought of the;; it:icricnn pE.oople. The qu;.;stion is 
hv-;r c::iuld such a stc..trn:".cnt be made. 

My roco:Jr:1Gnde.ti<::n ,·;cmld be thnt a s::mll grou:;:i be asked to g:ither 
without fanf :1re to cx::.,-::ine all Jf the pc:'tinont tuchnic:.i.l inf or1,1::.tion 
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nnd tho liko ruid to prcp::!rt:< in consult['.tion with govcrnr.t8nt officials a 
clocu.'T!e:nt to be prr.;;sontud to tho ?resident of the United Stntos surir.,o.rizing 
this w!:.olo situ2.ti0n :for his b .. me:!'it. In the D.!lnou.."l.cc::i<;nt I woulG. s:.atc 
no r:ior(.; th<:;.n this, except tr1c.t I would o.dd tr.at the Biki:r:i F~epcrt wo"J.ld 
of course; be turr~od over to thwn and th.:rt if thoy so advised it w0uld 
:J.lsu be roloC'.s<..:d. But priv2t0ly I w0uld inforn t:i-iis gr.Jup th'l.t, if t~1eir 
st.:>.tE.::iont w.:i.s sufficiclitly wlso ~.n::: sc: rugo.rdc;d by t:-ic ?rcsiC:ont of the 
United St.:i.t0s, he ;:light use it for cthe;r p:irpascs tli2.n ::1orcly for his 01m 
0nlighten::cnt. In fact :1~ ~:iicht use it vfull in ::me uf scv~::-al wa;:-rs. He 
Eiight all0w it to bo rcleas0d to the... public r.1er(.;ly in or~::::r to search out 
tho extent of public snp;Jort. Fti.rther thnn t tis, if he found it to bG a 
full3·· suu~ dccur~ent with whj_ch he was in full ac~ord, hE: :::ight trr.nsi"'i t 
it to the Congre;ss with his e;nd0rse:mcnt. Firu:..lly h0 might be.so up::::n it 
!1is 01m statemont of policy) .::.nd sktc th2t he proposed to follulr that 
policy as Cm::nn.:.ndcr-in-Chic,f. I do n0t regard -::,:1is gruup as b<~ing one 
that woul.1 sto.nd at a distance, pr:::p2.l'c .:. documcmt, snd sub:::it it. :?.atht::r 
I think of it as a grcmp tho.t would work in cl::ise; consultation with your
se;lf 2.nC: Sc.;crctnry M.::.r.shtll, th.:i t would car.fur vii t:i tr1c ?rosijor.t, a....-1G. that 
would atter,1pt to pri...;p:i..rc.: ior his use:: ._:xac:.1:-· v1hr:t viculd be; thGir :w..:.turc 
jud,:me'1t, so oxpre:ssc:i .::.s t::; bo rnost usc.:i.'ul to him, h~n;ovor the clf::..ir 
might develop. 

Personally I w0u1~1 n~,t C(Jnstituto a lG.rt!,c.. group for this purpose, 
.?.nd pers ::mc:.lly I would c;.sk J :i.acs Brya:it C ::mant to heed it, i' or I b ... lievc 
there is no bettor qun.lificd Ii1m1 f:ror:-1 th(.; sto.n.:lp0int of soimd judgr.:ont. 
With him I would be inclinod to join sucn r;,on as ,lr. Baruch, if his vigor 
is still equal to another t:i.s::, probably K::.rl Co;;1pton, nncl onE: er two 
others to t,ivc a rc.'.ls--·nablc cross-s(.;ction of Am.'-'ric.:m .:i.ppro::tch to the sub
ject. But I 'Noulci not ii,:ike; it one vf t.hcsc- gr0at re;prus"'nt::.tivo b'·clies 
s-..i.ch~as so ad1.:ir:..bl~' -;ir8p.::.rv3. th1,;; Joc"J.r.1c_;nt. on cmivcrsal i::ilitnry service, 
fur l. thinl: that the sul~j--ct 2nttor is :..ltcgother tc,o infln~:icablc for m::ire 
th.::.n five or six well trusted i~1dividu.::ls. 

l~s to tining, I tn.ink th:-.t :.he co.rl:r a.."lnow'1ce::icnt thnt su811 :i. stud77 i2 
being f or;:aulatcd for tho President 1 s review would be .scluta:cy in i ts.:lf. 
W~1cr.. anothur ste;i should. be tcJ<on depends upon the crJndit.im1s o.t tho ti::·,c. 
As intornatio::ial 3.ff::;,irs !1UW stand. I would fc.;ol th;:!.t thu sooner such Q 

::iatter couJ.c. 08 d.'no tnc better, r·ut of c::mrsc the int(.;rnatL::nc.l si tu::.tion 
may change, and accordingly I ·would pl'lcc no t i::1eto.blG on the: nccCiqilish:-;:cn 

I he.vc n:>t ccmsulted i,.-ith others in writing this lotter. It has only 
my first t~10ughts C'.:ld I ccrt2.inly fool that W':lific.:::.tion in tho details 
at lee.st woul::l ccc·ur as soon :ts :in .:i.blo group vwre batherod together. M0" 
principal pc· int, however, is tns.t while I d::i n:it rl:.:garu the relcri.so uf 
tho Bikini R;.;pcrt as a Lent tor of cruci:il ir:un0diacy, I nevorthcless feGl 
that it is a part c1f a i·.mch lc.:.rge:r subj8ct w0ll Yr0rth pu:-suing o.nd cf far
rc2ching ccnsoqucnces. 

Cordi::l.lly ;yours, 

/s/ V. Bush 


