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You have asized my comments regarding release of the Bikini Report.
This is a very complex question, an¢ it is put in 2 new phase by reascn of
the article by RBradley Dewey in The Atlantic. But it is only 2 pawrt of a i
very much lerger questicn. TS

On the rclease of the report itself, I heve never seen any harm in
letting it out, and I see soue good. ©Dome time ago the State Department,
I believe, felt that iis release just ot the moment would be untimely,
but I think this time is now past. Certainly with the deletions that
have been made it has becn therouzaly screencd Ifrom a security standpoint.
There are still heing made a certain number of wild statements about atomic
bombs and = factual statement would help in this regard. Hence from this

-

standpeint clcne I see no objectican to rolease.

On the other hand, for the President to order release just at this
moment would cppecar to be making a release under pressurc, in the light
of Dewgy's article. dow I think I know the President's mind woell cnough
to reanlize that he would not hesitate for a momend to tzke amny step what- ;
ever if he thought it on importont one in the public intercest, whether it ;
placed him in on apparently unfavoreble ligat or not. 3ut t.is is not a :
crucial matter, and I zlso believe that if I were in his plnee I would
hence hesitatc to ordcr relecass just when tnis typce of pressurc had been
applied. I think, howover, that I see a way out of tlhic matter and T
will outline it in tiis lstter.

4 statement of puklic policy in regard to ncw weapons would, I think,
be highly salutary if cercfully end deliberately mede. But I would not
confine this t¢ atomic bombs, I would include 2lso the subject of biological
warfare and indccd chemical werfare and radiclegical warfare as woll, .
There arc o angles to a public statcment znd both of them I think are
important. In the first place, there is a good deal of unreasoning fear
in t.is country and wo are likcely to do stranze tiidngs when we are fearful.

I believe thot 2 factual statement about the possibilitics ond limitotions

of thesce weapons would tund to quict fears rathicr than othervriise, would

tend in fact to replece unrcasoning terror with a2 czolm detoermination to :
face unplceesant facts. I think the dAmerican public gencrally is now in

the freme of wind where it would do just that, if given the authoritative

factual basis for so deing. as you and I know, nunc of these weapons 1is
deterrmining in the scase thnt it is overwhelming. If a war occurred

tonorrow of world wide scope it would be a terrible war, but I have no !
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reason to believe that it wculd be more fearful than the last one in its
over-2ll ccnseguences. 1 sec no indication after long study that warfare
is likely to wipc cut civilizotion or amything of the scrt. Taere are

ncw clements and the tcchniques ars vastly chonged, and out of this cimes
a much greater importance cf civil defensc, and 2lso undoubicdly an
acccleration of the pace of war, but I do not myself belicve tnot ey of
the new ag.ncies will be so overwhelming that it alone would be the deter-
nmining means for imposing cur will on the eaemy, nor do I believe that the
set-back that civilization would receive from a war in the ncar future
would be greater thanit rcccived in the two great wars of the immcdicte
past. I believe that if the people of this country, the sound, cormon
scnse people cverywhere, had the rcasoned factual basis for understanding
this matter they would face the future with confidence and dctermination.
This 1s ccrtainly an objective of great moment.

There is, hcwevb_, the second aspect of the i bject; and this is the
very important task of clarifying naticnal policy Nn recard to the use of
new instrumentalities. There is nct the slighiest tion in ry mind
that if we were attacked, or if frecdom-loving peoples clsewhere were
attacked by a powerful aggressor and we camc to their support, we would
usc atomic bombs. We would do so reluctently, and primarily ageinst
military targets, but we would usc them. The danger is thnt we might
hesitate, usc them only in cxtremis, ond usc them too late. I rather
belicve that the American peonle arc now ready to .stand behind g policy
that says if it is neccssary to prescrve our freedoms we will employ them,
I belicve that if this werc known to te our pvsi*ion , and if it wcre known -
that this had the full support of tiac amcrican DLOD-y, it would grestly
21d to prescrve the pezce of the world., «hen it comes to otaer methods,
such as chauicol warfore and its new adjuncts biologiccl ond radiclogical
warferc, I belicve onr public peolicy should be the sanmce as it has been in

the past. We did not join the convention against the use of war gases, but
on the other hand we did not use thom. Ve have studied and zept thoroughly

apprisced of progress. e will certeinly bde proporcd te use such methods

of retaliation if used by an cnaay. e would nct undertake to usc any

means of warfare cimed ot wiping cut the nopulaticn of an enery, rethor

we would attack him by rmeans ccleulated to dcst““' his military might

dircetly. I believe tant the relationship of weepons of this type to cur
nilitary thinking is fairly clearly shown by the relative positions which
they cccupy with ruspect to tue centire military rescarch and develcpracnt

pregrame. They are adjuncts and net central foeatures in the prescnt military
rogram. e proposc to kaep alert, informed, and rceedy, but we do not

propos¢ to go all cut un any such mcthods,

Now these are only personal -thoughts, they are rough indeed, they need
te be vigrved from all ongles eand very cerefully formulated. But I belicve
that a statonent of public policy along these lines is now tlﬂoly and that
it cculd be of enornous bencefit to the world in the prescrvation of peace
and in the uniting <f the thought of the inerican pLOﬁle. The question is
how could such a stotement be made. '

My reccomwendeticn would be that a small group be asked to gather
without fanfare to examine 211 of the pertincnt technical informotion




and the like and to prepaore in consulbation with government officials a
documcnt to be presented to ths President of the United States swmarizing
this whole situation for his tonefit. In the ennouncement I would state
no morc tinan this, except thot I would add that the Bikini Repert would

of ccurse be turned over to them and that if they so advised it would

alsc be released. But privately I would inform this group that if their
statement was sufficicutly wise ond sc regarded by the President of the
Unitec States, he might use it for other purposes than merely for his own
cnlightenzent. In fact he might use it well in onc of several ways. He
might allow it to be released to the public merely in order to search out
the extent of public supoort. Further thanthis, if he found it to be a
fully scund deocument with which he was in full accord, he night transrit
it to the Congress with his e¢ndorsciment. Finclly he might bosc upcn it
his own statement of policy, and stete thoat he proposcd to fellow that
pelicy as Commender-in-Chicf. I do not rcegard tiids growp as boing onc
that woulld steond ot a distance, preperc a document, and submit it. Rather
I think of it a2s a group that would work in closc consultation with your-
sclf end Scerctary Marshall, that would confor with the President, and that
would attempt to propare for his use cxacily what would be their meture
jud-ment, so cxpresscd as to be most usceful te him, however the affair
might devclop.

Personally I would not constitute a large group for this purposc,
and personnlly I would ask Jomes Bryant Conant to hcad it, for I bolicve
there is no better qualified man from the standpoint of sound judgment.
Viith him I would be inclined to join sucn wen as «r, Baruch, if his vigor
is still cqual to ancticr tasl:, probably Karl Compton, and one cr two
others to give a reasvnable cross-scetion of Amcrican approach te the sub-
ject. But I woula not wake it onc of these great represcntotive bodies
such_as so aduircobly preparcd the document on universel military scrvice,
for 4 think that the sutject matter is a2ltogether too inflammaple for more
tnan five or six welil trusted individuals.

As to tining, I tnink thot the early announcement that such 2 study irs
being formulated for the President's review would bo salutery in itsclf.
When enothor step should be taken depends upon the conditions at the time.
As international affeirs noew stand 1 would fecl that the socner such o
matter couid be done the better, tut of coursc the internaticnal situztion
may change, and accordingly I would place no timetable on the accumplishmen

I heve not consulted vwith others in writing tiils letter, It has cnly
my first thoughts and I certaoinly feel that wmedificotion in the details
at least would cccur as soon as an able group were gathered together., My
vrincipal peint, however, is that while I <o not regard the releasc of
the Bikini Report as a uatter of crucial immcdiacy, I nevertheless feel
that it is a part of a much lerger subject well worth pursuing and cof far-
rcaching conscquences.,

Cordizlly yours,

/s/ V. Bush




