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Dear lLir. Secretary:

You have aslted my comments regarding release of the Bikini Report.
This is 2 very complex question, and it is put in a new phase by reason of
the article by Bradley Dewey in The Atlantic. But it is only 2 part of a
very much leorger question.

On the release of the report itself, I have never seen any harm in
letting it out, and I see some good. oome time ago the Stcte Department,
I believe, felt that its release just ot the moment would be untinmely,
but I tnink this time is now past. Certainly with tihc deletions that
have been made it has been thoroughly screencd from a security standpoint.
There are still heing made a certain number of wild statements about atomic
bombs and 2 factual statement would help in this regord. Hence from this

-

standgpeint alcne I see no objection to rclease.

On the other hand, for the President to order release just at this
moment would eppcar to be making a rcelease under pressurc, in the light
of Dewcy's article. dow I think I know the President's mind well cnough
to realize that he would not hesitate for a moment to take amy step whot-
ever if he thought it on importent one in the public intercst, whether 1t
olaced him in an apparently unfavoreble light or not. 3ut t.ls is not a
crucial matter, and I also believe that if I were in his plnce I would
hence hesitatc to ordcr releasc just when tnis type of pressurc nad been
applied. I think, howcver, that I see a2 way out of the matter ang I
will outlinc it in tidis lettcer,.

4 statement of public policy in regard to new weapons would, I think,
be highly salutary if carcfully and deliberzaicly uwade. But 1 would not
confine this to atomic bombs, I would include also the subject of biological
warfare and indecd chemical warfare and radicleogical warfarc as well,

There arc two engles to a public statcment and both of them I think are
important. In the first place, thcre is a good deal of unrcasoning fear
in tuils country and wo arc likcly to do strange titings when we are fearful.
I believe thzt 2 factual statement about the possibilities ond limitcotions
of thesc weapons would tund to quict fears rather than otherviise, would
tend in fact to replece unrcesoning terror with a calm determination to
face unpleesant facts. I think the American public generally is now in
the frome of mind where it would do just that, if given the autheritative
factual basis for so deing. 4s you end I know, none of these weapons is
determining in the scnsce that it is overwhelming, If a war occurrcd
tonorrow of world wide scope it would be a terrible war, but I have no
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reason to believe that it weuld be more fearful than the last one in its
over-all conscquences. I sec no indication after long study that warfare
is likely to wipc cut civilizotion or anmything of the sort. Therc are

ncw clements and the tcchnigues ars vastly chonged, and out of tals coimes
a much greater importance cf civil defensc, and alsc undoubtcdly an
acccleration of the pacc of war, but I do not myself belicve tnat any of
the new ag.ncies will be so overwhelming that it 2lone would be the deter-
nmining means for inposing cur will on the enery, nor do I beclieve that the
sct~back that civilization would rceceive from a war in the ncar future
weuld be greater thanit reccived in the two great wars of the immedicte
past. I believe that if the people of this country, the sound, cormon
scnse people cverywhere, had the rcasoned factual basis for understanding
this mattcr they would face the future with confide nc determination.
This is certainiy an objective of grezt moment. o

There is, however, the second aspect of the nd this is thc
very important task of clarifying national pelicy we#ard to the use of
new instrumentalities, There is not the sligntest question in my mind
that if we were attacked, or if freudem-loving pecplus clsevwhere vere
attacked by o powerful ocgiressor and we came to their support, we would
usc atomic bombs. We would do so reluctanily, and primerily against
military targets, but we would usc them. The denger is thot we might
hesitate, usc them only in extremis, and usc them too late. I rather
belicve that the American peonle arc now ready to stand hchind a policy
that says if it is neccssary to prescrve our freedoms we will employ them. -
I belicve that if this werc known to be our position , and if it were known
that this had the full support of the amcrican people, it would grostly
21d to prescrve the peace of the world. When it comes to other methods,
such g cheaicol woarferce and i1ts new adjuncts biclogicel ond radiclogical
warforc, I bcliceve our public pelicy should be the same as it has becen in
the past. e did not join the convention agninst the use of war gases, but
cn the cther hand we did not use them. Ve have studied and ept thoroughly
apprised of progress. e will certeinly be proprred to use such methods
of retaliation if used by an cnegy. we would nct undertale to usc any
means of warfare cimed 2ot wiping out the population of an eneny, rather
we would attack him by means czlculated to destroy his military niight
dircetly. I believe thet the relationship of weepons of this type to cur
nilitary thinking is fairly clearly snown by the rclative positicns which
they cccwpy with respeet to tie centire military rescarch and developrient
preogram. They arc adjuncts and not central foeaturcs in the prescnt military
program. e propesc to kzep alert, iafornmed, and rcedy, but we do not
proposc to go &ll out on any such mcthods,
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Now thesc are only personal thoughts, they arc rough indced, they need
tc be vicied from all angles and very carefully formulatcd. But I belicve
that a stateacnt of public pelicy along these lines is now timely and that
it could be of enormous beonefit to the werld in the prescrvation of peace
and in the uniting of the thought of the imerican people. The question is
how could such o stztament be madc.,

My rccommcadeticn would be that a small group be asked to gather
vilthout fanfare to examine 211 of the pertinent technical infermation
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and the likc and to prepare in consuliation with government officials a
documcnt to be prescented to the President of the United States summarizing
this wiole situation for his bonefit. In the announcement I would state
no more tnen thls, except tinot I would add that the Bikini Report would

of coursc be turned over te them and that if they so advised it would

also be releaseds But privetely I woenld inform this group that if tueir
statexnent was sufficicutly wise end s¢ rogarded by the Presicdent of the
Unitecd Status, he might use it for cther purposes than merely fer his own
cnlightenment. In fact he wmight use it well in onc of scveral ways. He
mignt allow it to be releasced to the public merely in order to search out
the extent of public support. Further thanthis, if he found it to be a
fully scund decument with which he was in full accord, he =ight transrit
it tc the Congress with his endorsciment. Finclly he might base uwpon it
his own statement of policy, and stote tint he propused to fellow that
policy as Comender-in-Chicf. I do not rcgard tiis group as buing one
that would stand zt a distancc, preparc a document, and submit it. Rather
I think of it as & group that would work in closc consultation with your-
sc¢lf and Scerctary Marshall, that would confer with tne President, and that
would attempt to prupare for his use oxactly what weuld be their meture
Jjudment, so cxpresscd as to be wost usciul to him, however the affair
might devclop.

Personally I woul?d nt constitutc a iarse group for this purposc,
and personzlly I would ask James Bryant Conant te hcad it, for I bolieve
there is no better gqualified man from the standpeint of scund judgnent.
With him I would be inclined to join sucn men as r, Baruch, if his vigor
is still cqual to anothcr tasli, probably Karl Compton, and cne cr two
othurs te give 2 reascnsble cross—-section of Amcrican approach te the sub-
ject. But I would nct wmake it one of these great represcnt2tive bodies
such_as so aduirobly preparcd the document on universal military service,
for 4+ think that the sunject matter is zltcgether too inflammable for morc
tnzn five or six well trusted individuals.

&s te timing, I tnink that the early announcemcnt thot such 2 study is
being formulated for the President's review would be salutary in itsclf,
When another step should be taken depends upon the conditions at the tiue.
As international affeirs now stand I would feel that the sooner such a
aatter could be done tne better, but of ccurse the internaticonal situction
mzy change, and accordingly I would place no timetable on the accomplishuen

I have not consulted with others in writing this letter., It has cnly
my first thoughts and I certainly feel thet nedificction in the details
at least would cccur as soon as an able group were gathered together. 1y
principal peint, however, is that while I 2o not regard the relcasc of
the Bikini Rieport as a uatter of crucial immediacy, I nevertheless fecl
that it is a part of a much larger subject well worth pursuing and cf far-
reaching conscquences.

Cordially yours,

/s/ V. Bush




