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National 1-lli tary Establishment 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Washington 25, DoC. 

40'7240 

2{ January 1949 

MtlLOF.ANDUM FOR MR. RICPJ\RDSON: 

Subject: \'var Council Item on Bili:ini Report, Bii, etc. 

1. I fully endorse the suggested procedure in Dr. 3ush 1 s letter of 
December 20th to Secretary Forrestal, with the fo.llowing aG.ditional 
comments. 

2. I would suggest that Secretary Forrestal might wish to discuss tbis 
problem informally with Secretary Acheson and if he also concurs, 
that the two Secretaries present to the President the idea of a 
small, very high level committee to stady this problem from an 
informed but objective point of view and submit recommenda.tions 
which, if approved by tbe Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

of State, would then go to the President for final approval. 

With reference to the Bikini report I would suggest that this high 
level coi:u:nittee consider in its proposed statement for the public 
not a publication of the Bikini report (with appropriate deletions), 
but rather that the statement be pr 'pared to ir1corporato a restate
ment of the essential releaseable f eaturcs of the Bikini report 
with any corrections of conclusions or additional appropriate 
information which may rosult from experience and analysis suosequeat 
to the Bikini 3tudy. This would avoid thG issue of raleasing the 
Bikini report under pressure, but would accomplish the essential 
purposes which :ilr. Dewey and the other members of the Bikini 
Evaluation Board have had in mind in recommending that the appro
priate aspects of this report be made available to the public. 

If this high 10vel committee is set up, I believe that its appoint
ment should not be announced publicly, since this could create 
pressures ~nd might lGad to a second embarrassing episode if its 
racommendations for public rel8asc were also vetoed. Any useful 
public announcement could come with such publication as may result 
from the new committee's recommendationo 

In the meantime it should be sufficient to say, if anyt:r,ing has 
to be said publicly) that this whole broad ~uestj_on is in process 
of restudyo 

I personall;y have a conviction regarding the desiracility under 
present circumstances of publishing tv;o of the recommendations of 
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the Bikini report, one having to do with conditions under which a 
counter~attack could be orciered in advance of an actual military 
attack on the United States, and the other having to do Vii th a 
reconstitution o.:f the Atomic En;;rgy Commissiono I would be glnd 
to discuss these two points at the Council meeting if this is 
desirable, but they w·iould properly be considered by the proposed 
high level committee if this be ostablished. 

7 o I wholly agree with Dr. Bush 1 s suggestion th~ t our p11olic and the 
world be informed o; our intantion to use atomic weapons against 
military or war potential objectiv0s in c~se we are forced into 
wnr. It is technological superiority of ttis type wnich is our 
country's greatest possibility of military strength and is our 
substitute for the far more burd8nsome and p0rm~nently dJstructivc 
policy of equiv3.lent strength thro'.lgh very le..rge arre.ies ar!d tr&
di tionnl weapons. 

8. I c:lso concur ·with Dr. Bush th:i.t methods like chemic?-1, biological, 
·1nd radiological warfare, v.hich indiscriminately d0stroy peopl,~s, 
and can c3use suffering inGirectly rel&ted to ~uick military ob
jectives, should be ~dvertised only to tht: extent necessary to 
assure the people that we are prepe.red with defensive measures ?.nd 
are prep:.:.red to use them, if necessRry, in retJ.li;:i.tion, but thst 
the initiation o:;.' tbeir use in weir is not .'.l f&ctor in our w:?.r plans. 
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