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J.!:l.!OF .. UlDUtl roR THE PRESlDEl11' I 

At the request of the Acting Secret.a.r:r of Defense, the Special 

Co=ittee or the Ha.tional Secrurlty- Caunoil on Atorrl.c Energy met en 

April 15, 195'3 to dctertd.ne the next stcpo to be ta.ken in carrying out 

the "Agreed Concepts Roga.rd.ing Atomic Weapons~ (Appendix A), in the 

light of o. mcoora.ndl!D from the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommending thn.t 

custody of a.tome weapons be transferred from the Atomic Energy CO!:ll!!is­

sion to tho DcporlDDnt of Defense (Appendb: B). 

The Aot!ng Secretary of State and the Acting Secretary of 

Defense agreed to reoomrend for your approvnl the tra.nsf'or of custody 

of all coo.plcted ntOllic ?;capons i'rO!!I the Atomic Eneri;y COI!llllission to 

tho Dcputment of Defense subject to1 

Atonic '.'ieapons", except for JXl.ro&rnph 3 thereof vbich would 

be !llllC!ldcd by ::rour o.pprow.l of the above recomendation • 

.2· Careful CO?lSidero.tian or the question of tid.ng and 
' 

taetieo involved in effecting the transfer co o.s to tdnirlze 

the rsychologiccl mµl.Ct or this aatian both at home and 

abroad, includ.i!lg ample opportunity f<:rr the Dep:i.rtment or 

State to nati!'y our mJor allies,·::::;;;:~=~ ~";_;_;-:~i :~ ~: ;JJ ..... ···,;-; ;-; ...... ~. -., 
: : : : : : ; : : : : : : : : :_: :j or a positive decision in advance of 9J:13' 

publlcity. 

Statel:lellte by the Acting Secretary of State am the Acting Secretary 

or Defense supporting the above recommendation· are attached hereto as ·=...iy. ·· · 1rNc· • mt..lmt .·ti ,... . '1 Lll\I~ .· ... ·. . . · · . Ui~ ·~~ · L~ 
___ ...... 11.llleA~~~~-· ~···· •' ,,,,;C:)iJ;•~;<'"fr~.<Li\~f1 

BEST COPY AVAlLABLE . ... . 
I . .. .. 



~D 
The Chail'l:an or the Atomic Energy Commiseion dissents f'rOlll 

the above recommendation f'1r the 1'ell8ona 1ndic:lted in his statement 

attached hereto as Appo?Xl±x E. 

"-.....__ - --------

mm s. IAI, JR. 
Executive Secretary 
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