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This being the case, a certain specious argument has been advanced to the effect
that we could, without material danger to ourselves, suspemd tests on these weapons
until such time as our detection devices indicate that Soviet Russia has broken faith
and continued testing. At that time, according to this argument, we could then continue
with our testing program. Now the fallacy in this argument is this: Testing is abswlutely
essential to determining the validity of development work on the H-bomb. Mathematical
figures in themselves must be backed up by the results of tests. But any test requires
many months of preparatory work. A tests is not organized and run over a weekend.
Consequently, if we, acting in good faith, stop this work, we can, if Soviet Russia
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continues, be unknowingly conceding a,year in the vital race of development. We
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might, thus, be confronted with a:ﬁpe of attack for which we would,b._ through our
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own neglect, ,woefully unprepared. We must always stay ahead in the race for developments.
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.a.n« ver. This argument, advanced by some well-meaning individuals, is that racial
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E--! me say one persoanl thing: I hope that the American people do not consider me so
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gn. sponsible that I would order continuation of these tests if racial suicide were a
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Two matters bearing directly on our peace efforts have
recently become prominent in public discussion. 1 don't wish to dwell on
them tonight. This much I feel obligated to say -- m;t as a candidate for
re-election to‘ the fruldoncy. but as your President and the Commander-

1n-CB£‘f of the Arud Fglcu. S
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There are é-min facts applying to the development and testing of
¥

H-bombs that, while already published, have seemingly escaped public

notice in this latest flurry of argument. The first fact is this. Some months
back our government turned its development and testing work away from the
search for bigger and more destructive bombs, to the perfection of smaller

and cleaner ones -- by this, I mean hydrogen bombs that would have very

i the olposdafomsnd of amectl, s Hforet.

little radio-active fall-out. One of the purpoluAIU to defend our country .\
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against the possibility of a long-range hydrogen boml being used against our cities.
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¥ 'rhoro seoms to be no pameiadbiy to stop the arrival of such a missile, except
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u by the employment of adefensive missile bearing a small hydrogen bomb. gdy w

s v'm simply this: Without knowing -« I repeat, without knowing -~ that

. every other nation is ready to follow our lead in stopping the development and
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; testing of H-bombas, are we to allow our security to be based wholly on wishful
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talnking, not on our own best efforts?
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cannot be determined until they are actually tested. Yet any test must be
procesded by many months of preparatory work. Consequently if we,
acting in good faith, stop all this work, we can unknowingly and without
warning be suddénly confrontsd with a type of attack for which we would be,

thronﬁ; our own neglect, woefully unprepared. ,,.,;\-;""
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bow litlle the atrmmosrhere bad heen affected bv the sum total of 2 / tests to

date: * kK

In summary, my friends, the considered opinion of this government, concurred

in by the chiefes of all the professional services -- Army, Navy, Air Force, and

Marine Corps (?)} -- is that continuation of the hydrogen bomb tests are essential

to insure the safety of our country. /




