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This being the case, a certain specious argument has been advanced to the effect 

that we could, without material danger to ourselves, suspemd tests on these weapons 

until such time as our detection devices indicate that Soviet Russia has broken faith 

and continued testing. At that time, according to this argument, we could then continue 

with our testing program. Now the fallacy in this argument is this: Testing is abswlutely 

essential to determining the validity of development work on the H-bomb. Mathematical 

figures in themselves must be backed up by the results of tests. But any test requires 

many months of preparatory work. A tests is not organized and run over a weekend. 

Consequently, if we, acting in good faith, stop this work, we can, if Soviet Russia 
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continues, be unknowingly conceding altyear in the vital race of development. We 
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might, thus, be confronted with a *e of attack for which we would,._ through our 

~ 
own neglect,l\~oefully unprepared. We must always stay ahead in the race for developments. 

,:~ lder the impact on the outcome of World War II if Hitler had developed the atomic 

some six months earlier than did we. 

One final argument has.I\• basis in validity and the American people deserve an 

,an~ •tr. This argument, advanced by some well-meaning individuals, is that racial 
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~·.di 1"e can result from :k continued tests without the delaration of a war. In this regard 
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~ • .'.ne say one persoanl thing: I hope that the American people do not consider me so 
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d ~, ,. ~ponsible that I would order continuation of these tests if racial suicide were a 
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i"en ,.,, e possibility therefrom. However, let me give you the following to il 1 us tr ate 
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Two matter• bearina directly on our peace eUorta have 

recently become promlner:at ln public dlacuHlor:a. I don't wlah to dwell on 

them tomaht. Thla much I feel obllaated to eay ··not a• a candidate for 

re-election to tbe PwHldency, but aa your Pneldent and tbe Commander• 

... 
ln·Chlel of tbe Armed F~•cH. 

There are certain fach applyln1 to tbe development and tHtlna of. 

H-bomba that, while already publl•bed, have Hemingly Heaped public 

notlce iD thl• latHt flurry of argument. The flr•t fact le thle. Some month• 

back our 1overnment turned lte dH·elopment and tHtlq work away from the 

aearch for bl11er and more deatructtve bombe, to the perfection of emaller 

and cleaner one• ••by thta, l mean hydro1en bomb• that would have very 
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little radlo-actlve fall-out. One of the purpoee/\l• to defend our country 

mla•Ue 

I 

\ 
\ 

a1alnet the poHlbillty of a lon1-ran1e hydro1en bomb' bein1 UHd a1atnat our cltiH. 
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l" There Heme to be no J " 'f''y to atop the arrival of auch a miuile, except .• 
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1 ''Y the employment of adefenelve mlHlle bearln1 a email hydro1en bomb. ~y ~· :J 
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~,i• UHtlon la almply thle: Wlthont knowln1 ••I repeat, wttbout knowtn1 •• that 

~ •very other nation i• ready to follow our lead ln atoppin1 the development and 
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~ , tHtin1 of H·bomba, are we to allow our eecurity to be baaed wholly on wtahful 
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ullnkln1, not on our own beet eUorta ? 
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cannot be determined until they are actually tHted. T et any te1t mu1t be 

proceeded by many month1 of preparatory work. ConHqaently ll we, 

actln1 in good falth, atop all thll work, we can unknowingly and without 

warDln1 bit 1addenly confronted wUh a type of attack for wMeh we woald be, 

throqh our own 11e1lect, woefully unprepared • 
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'S ( tests to 

date: * * * 

In summary, my friends, the considered opinion of this government, concurred 

in by the chiefes of all the professional services -- Army, Navy, Air Force, and 

Marine Corps(?) -- is that continuation of the hydrogen bomb tests are essential 

to insure the safety of our country. 
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