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STATEMENT OF GLENN H. ALCALAY, FORMER PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEER, TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

( Lot

Mr. Aicaray. T am & Peace (Corps volunteer who was on %
Atoll. I have submitted a written ~tatement I wish included in the
testimony. I would just care to say I am honored to be here on behalf
of these people and I ask the commuttee be as sympathetic as possible
when considering compensation and continued medical care for these
peopls in the context of human rights. President Carter, and his ad-
ministration, are very interested in human rights.

It should be pointed out these people’s human righits hiave been
violated as a byproduct of negligence on the part of this Government.
I think these people are continuing 1o suffer as u part of this negli-
gence T had & conversation »iith o of ihe doctors yesterday  He gave
the estimate— it 1s not clear how long these people are gomnyg to suffer.

Senator MeTzexsatn Would vonidentify vourself

Mr Awcatay Glenn Alcalay w toriner Peace Corps volinrecs

Senator Meizevsatd. Are vou <00 an e island ¢

Mro Arcainy Noo bjuscovarned frone rne Maashatt Foandge

Senator Merzexpats. We apprecia
ble in onder to be # Peace Corp- vol erobmt for the sonianent= ox
pressed and I am sure those sentinent~ e <haved by inenibers of tha
commitiee a~ well as by the wdnvnsiragan Unfortunutels noniey doe-
not alwayvs provide answers 1o e rablen b NI
u do the best we can under the o uncranee .

our taking the tine and trou

{The prepured statement of Mo vy fo
STAfEMENT OF tefxc sty .- : I T L. kT YT =
QR Tiis S .
Tetelyn: siigin O U A i i s 3at-hnd
siguds from i pervod of Marcb o oS e g 2 1 Pomerooed ooie T iviih Atab

fof ivwo Jedrr un o coopersitive ddyisor (v novis the Depurtoent of dgricnltys
W ihe Marshully distriety and ol o« o TESL cteaching Euglish o+ o second
ianguage) teacher

in the following pages I have svninrized some af the major dreas which 1
feel 1o be of Importance tu relation (o the 1 tirih people and thetr ongolng proh-
ielns &8 & conmequence of haviug becn inoadiated o the incident of March 1
1904

1. Pasychological effects of radiation om ! firtkese

(a) The people of Utlrik generally belleve that they are lving in g stil)
radioactive, environment, despite the individual phy=iclans’ and ERD A /Brook-
baveu's clalms to the contrary Thix luck of trust stems from the doctors telling
the people that “everything Is alright now' in juxtaposltion with an increased
number of radiation-related diseages in recent years.

(d) There is a family living In Utirik (Judu family) who was not residing on
Utirik Atoll at the tiwe of the incident on March 1. 1834. This family had been
living on adjacent Atluk Atoll, but did however accompany the rest of the re-
turning Utirikese back to their atoll following their three-month forced evacua-
ton to Kawnjalein Atol! after the incident.

Hince their return to Utirik in 1964, three people in this family—Juda. Mauno,
and Kiobedra—have contracted thyrold tumors that required surgical removal.
After having spent 2 years talking with this family on Utirik Atoll, I awm con-
vinced that this family sincerely belleves their maladies to be a direct result of
living on Utirik Atoll. eapecially since they returned with the Utirikese so soon
after the incident to an emvironnienut that still contained “poison” (radiation).
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The way the Beaate Bill 1192 is preseutly written, these people would mot
receive compsmsation because of thelr mot haviag lived on Utirik Island e
March 1. 1964,

(¢c) There is a woman samed Arta (Rison) who was exposed to the radlati
in 1904 Bhe expressed her foars to me that since she recejved “pelsca” (radia-
tion), and since her children bhave all suckled from her Lreast, that Dow her
children will have received “polson™ in their bodies also, despite the faet that
they didn't receive direct exposure o the radiation.

(é) During the March 1977 ERDA/Brookhaven survey, four sew thyrold
weduies were found in the nonexpessd Utirik group. Despite flat denials by the
examiniag physicians that these are a resuit of lingering radiation in Utirik, the
roﬂ-.nmvhced that these new cases are alsc & result of the radiation ol
Itirik. Whether these four new cases are indeed related to lingering radioactivity
on Utirik or sre merely coincidentpl @i unrelated to radiptiog, the Utirlk
peopls think that these new cases are a
iolnnd- -

(e) Many women | spoke with during my 2 years on T'tirik sxpressed fears of
«ither increased infertility or an increase in the number of stillbirtha and miacar
riages. Several women also expressed their fear of giving birth again te “grapes’
as 0 many of them had done immediately following the incident in 1954 deapite
‘he fact that BERDA's physiciaus have continually told then not to morry about
these problems

Bnvironmenial sffects of rediation on Utirik

@, The people of Utirik are convinced that there are laating effects of the
radiation The arrowroot (“mokmok”) stalks of Utirtk are much shorter thau
before, and the people feel that this is a result of the radiation I had a recent talk
with the director of agricuiture for the Marshall Islands District (Liki) end
aithough he persnnally felt there to be nn relationsghip Lelween thé Jamiiged
arrowroot on Utirlk and the radiation, be did relate an interesting conversation
ae had had with Dr Conard on Bikini Atoll in 18864 following the incident [iki
tells me that Dr Conard asked that three things be pluced on the ‘prohibited liat
following the incident in 1804 1: A certaln species of roef Ash 2V the coconut

‘ab . considered a delicacy by the Marshallenei and 3+ nrrowmroot It in interest
‘ag that arrowroot obe ~f the probiblted items uwcording v Pr Conard  Ix
“mlleved 1 be premenily damaged as » regult of the ~»diact s - the mineda ol he

arik people

9} There are & few mulani siraing of bread?ruit and - ocuiii frees on Uiirk
‘sland and although these may indesd he randon inulation and vurelaied to the
adistion the people of U'tirik are convinced (hai these mutations are directly
related to the radiation

‘6} The important point bhere 15 hat the peopie of [ Itrik sincerely believe that
these effects are 8 resull of the radiation, whether or not these effects are indeed
the result of the radiation

11l Physiological effects of rediation on Utirikcac

(a) It i madically accepted that there are zerioux phvsiological {ll-effects in
the Utirtk people. however there s still some queation nhout the character and
extent of theae effects. E .. thyrold tumors are continiing to manifest after
28 years. I think it ia instructive to ook at Nr Conard'x own words in hin 20-
year medical report where he atates on page 75 “* * * That the thyroid effects
may not yet be manifest.” This ahould be kept in mind when considering the
qoestion of compenaation and continwed medical treatnient for these people. It
is ratber curious that a cut-off date of 1987 for compennation was included In
the Benate bill, and the “full mettlement” clause Included In the Houne bill. in
lisht of am indefinite prognosis and increased number of radiation-related
Aalerasen.

(d) Two people from Utirik were air-evacuated after the March 1077 medical
survey revesled suspected cases of skin cancer. I would like to know If thewne
two people did indeed manifest skin cancer as nuspected My curionity stems
from the nsation by Dr Comard oo page seventy-three of his twenty vear inedi-
ol repurt (hat thare may be incidence of late-accurring akin cancer &s a result
of 1he rodistion

t of the lingering radiation om thelr -
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(¢) Life shortening is a manifestation of a dysfunctioaing thyrouid gland
There were some cases of stunted growth om Rongelap Atoll following the indi-
dent of March 1. 1964, and [ am wondering If either of these two |eobletns are
eo‘(ud‘rua"ﬁltt:nd‘lv{el the son of two Utirik exposed persons who was boru t-hm
years after the incident bas receutly Leen operated ou for a mallpum' thyroid
tumor. The burden of proof appears to lie with tue doctors that Winton's malig-
mancy was unrelated to genetic inberitance. '

Senator Mrrzexsaun. Congressman Balos, I am about to wind up
this hearing. , 7

Mr. Baros. Mr. Chairman, I would like to point out we have u gei-
aral statement that was submitted earlier. but lecause of certain de
velopments we would like to revise it for the gecord at a later date
an the bill before us, section 2 under Senate biH-H 92, [ &frtﬂmnulg‘
anended to say cuch person e awarded the aoovanunm oDz o0 AR
feel this would be a comparuble sum awarded to o citrzer w thony tho
i nited States

Another section be aineisfed to award tor vad absoti - )

Senator METZLNBAUM. | #iu BOPTY. Lohglessiiaiie b G ¢ ARafhe!

ommitiment in Nooninutes T naust be !hv!e

Mr Batos [ would hke tosubnntat for e

Senator Merzevpavy We certainiy appresate von ey
appreciale the presence of all who have cou dong Lorances G
with us here this morning ) 7

I~ the Department comnatted to full nplenscitarics o f 1y
Grogram in which the Congress of Micronespi fins bt s teant

Mrs Viv (Crrve [ ismy anderstanidirg it

Senator Mirabspai M '\\; i o pron e P cabaties T o

cowin of e e I T T S L T T S L
- tett
Afrs Vas o reny [AVERTE RO
"Mllm'agm Vi i i the foes

:n;l‘d :

Teus? TERRITORY OF TwE PACIFIC ISLANDS
TSTIMATID OPERATIONS TXPENDITURLS

jia Cebnsands of JoMs1)

A nty 97 e

Deract
NHigh Commissionss s Offsce
lediciary . .
Fodocal Complratier
sty

fducstion _ .

Public affais

Resouites snd deveiapment
Prodection to peisons aad property
Administration

Transpertation sad Commumialon
Public works . ..

"y o ek

B NEEELEIEE SEE
§5%

- B

K13

”
=
SEES

[ )

|
|

!
'y
©
e

Totl_. .

!




