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Historical Background 

The present inhabitants of Ujila.."1.g Atoll ari.! the former inhabitants of 

Enewetak Atoll. 1-Io:::-e than twenty-five years ago they were moved en masse 

from their home atoll to make way for the testing of nuclear weapons by the 

Unites States. In order to understand the present situation, we must examine 

the history of this group, and how they arrived at their present location. 

A summary of pertinent events is herewith presented. 

The Enewetak People say that they have always lived on Enewetak Atoll as 

far as they lmow, and that 11 there have always been two chiefs (iroij) a.'1.d 

two grou!ls, because there are two big islands: Enjebi and Enewetak. 11 

(At one time in the distant past there was a third socio-political unit on 

the southeastern part of the atoll, called Wurrin. This was absorbed by the 

Enewetak group). The people state that they are the people of Enjebi Island 

and the people of Enewetak Island who lived on the atoll of Enewetak. They 

claim that the two gro~ps have never warred against each other but have 

always cooperated vary closely. 

(For all practical purposes the Enewetak People are one group today. This 

is due to intermarriage over the years and the intense in-group feeling the 

people have). 

According to those who know the histor""J of their people; the chiefs, the 

wise old men and women, and those few of the younger people who have learned 

the ancient lore from their eld3rs, four separate groups of Harshallese 

arrived on Enewetak Atoll before the co~:'..ns of the ~uropeans. These ca:ne from 

the atolls of Bikini, Ujae, ':lotto, and other c..tolls many miles to the east of 

Enewetak. These invaders, appare:ritly c3.3taways, either fought the .Sneweta1<: 
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Enewetak was a~parently discovered quite by chance by European ships 

passing through the area enroute to the Orient. Kr!!lner and Uevermann (1938:2) 

·state that: 11 ••• Alvaro de Saavedra found Enewetak on the first of octobox, 

1529." There is no evidence or tradition of contact between the Spaniards 

and the Ene•10tak People t!cen or at any other time. rt seems unlikely that 

significant contacts occurred before the nineteenth century. 

The sighting of the isolated atoll was next reported in 1792 by Captain 

Bond in the English ship Royal Admiral (Finsch 1893:1). Sightings followed 

and were duly reported by other &-lglish captains during the remainder of the 

centuryl. 

These eighteenth century contacts are not a part of the oral tradition of 

the Enewetak People, and as far as can be discerned, had very little, if any 

effect op~1their culture. There may have been some genetic ~ture as was 

often the case when European ships visited Pacific Islands. This, however, 

must remain Within the realm of speculation. 

The early infrequent contacts were followed by more frequent and purposeful 

visits especially in the latter part of the nineteenth century. The islands 

of this part of the Pacific were opened up for trade and missionization 

during this period. 

The Germans formally established their administration over the Marshall 

Islands in 1886 (Finsch 1893: 14), and had been trading in the area for yeus 

previously. 

Enewetak informants tell of how a German warship put into Enewetak Atoll 

shortly after the acquisition of the Harshalls, a.'1.d confirmed the two chiefs 

in their authority, giving them medals of office. 

to tend. them 3Jld sell the Copra W;1~Cn W,.:iuld be :;i::.Le 1 t.o tne v8!'!TJ3J.1Se ir_::.L..;,;; 

goods were advruiced the chiefs against th~ equivalent in future copra production 

~EAR.CHI'!~~! 
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The Enewetak People thus became involved in the economy of the outside 

world. They began moving from a subsistence economy to a miXed cash and sub­

sistence economy. This brought changes in the work pattern and in the con­

sumption pattern. 

The Germans did not station Bn.y agent on Enewetak, nor were there any 

resident Europeans or other aliens. Foreign visitors to Enewetak were in­

frequent during the German period apparently, and the inhabitants were left 

pretty much to themselves. 

The Japanese seized Enewetak, along with the rest of the German possess­

ions in Micronesia, in the fall of 1914. A few Japanese naval officials 

arrived at Enewetak in 1920 and 1923 according to informants. They brought 

some Japanese traders, and then departed for Japan. Japanese warships 

arrived later from time to time for short visits, but no resident aQnini­

strators were appointed. 

Enewetak (and Ujilang) unlike the rest of the Harshalls, were admin­

istered from the Branch Bureau of the South Seas Administration (Nan.yo Cho), 

on Ponape Island in the Eastern Carolines. Infrequent trips were made to 

Enewetak for administrative and commercial.purposes. The contact with the 

Japanese was very slight as had been the contact with German officials. 

There were no Japanese officials of any kind stationed on Enewetak. There 

were however a Japanese trader and two Japanese assistants. 

The Japanese established no schools on the atoll but several of the 

young people were sent to Ponape to attend government and PJ:Jetestant 

mission schools. 

seven observers were staticned t~1e:-e. 



In the late 1930s the Imperial Japanese High Command decided to make 

Enewetak an important link in their strategy for the conquest of the Pacific 

area. During tne years 1939-1941 thousands of a:rm:y, navy, marine, and 

engineer corps pei-sonnel, and Korean and Old.nmvan laborers poured into 

Enewetak. Elaborate f'orti!ications were installed, and a large airfield 

was constructed on Enjebi Island. Marshallese youths from all over the 

Marshalls were later pressed into service as laborers on the fortifications 

on Enewetak. The local people were also conscripted. 

These fortifications were assaulted and overcome when United States forces 

invaded Enewetak in Febbuary of 1944. 

The Japanese had refused to allow the remaining Marshallese and Eneweta.k 

People to leave the two main islands of the atoll. It is presumed that tthey 

!eared the islanders would contact the enemy forces and furnish them with 

information of military vallie. Some of tne islanders had already fled to the 

smaller islands and others were able to flee when the bombardment started. 

It is said that they did provide information of military value tO the invading 

forces. 

A number of Marshallese labo:r;-ers, and natives of Enewetak Atoll were. 

killed or wounded during the bombardment that preceded the actual invasion 

of the atoll, and during the subsequent fighting. The traumatic experience 

is recalled with sadness, and memories of great fear. 

After the Americans had secured Enewetak the Marshallese laborers who 

so desired, were sent home as soon as possible. The local paople were fed 

and housed by the U avy. They look back on this period of free and lavish 

supplies of food and clothing, such as they had never seen before, as the 
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The U .S.Navy continued in the occupation of Enewetak Atoll; they cleaned 

up the debris of battle, and established a huge advance base on the atoll 

as tne var in the P aci!ic continued. 

The Navy continued feeding, clothing, and housing the Enewetak People 

on Aom~n Island, on their home atoll, until 1946 when they were moved to 

Meik Island on Kwajalein Atoll, over 200 miles to the southeast, in prepar-

ation for the atomic tests to be held on Enewetak. 

The Enewetak People remained on Meik for a month. They were then j,eturned 

to Aom~n Island where they remained for less than one year. The U.S.f!overnment 

had decided to move them to Ujilang and to use Enewetak as a permanent 

testing site for atomic weapons. 

Ujilang Atoll, whidh was uninhabited at the time, had previously been 

selected as the relocation site for the displaced Bikini People, whose own 

home atoll had been appropriated earlier for atomic J'X,periments. 

Their leaders had been taken to inspect Ujilang, and plans had been made 

!or the removal of the Bikini People to the atoll arter the brush had been 

cleared and a village constructed. The Bikinians were now told thatthey 

would not be resettled on Ujilang but would have to go elsewhere. 

The Navy continued the work of clearing brush and constructing a village 

of wooden, sheet-metal roofed structures. 

The Enewetak People were told to prepare to leave their atoll and relocate 

on Ujilang. Many of them have told me uwe did not give the Navy any trouble 

Wben they told us to leave Enewatak. We hated to go, but we obeyed." One must 

know the deep emotional attachment which all Marhhallese feel toward their 

in plariliin..:; to 1.e<1.ve their ho:•<elc.nd i'or perh~s forever. 



On December 21, 1947, 142 Enewetak People came ashore to take up permanent 

residence on Ujilang. The main island, the village site was not yet completely 

cleared of brush but was completed laeDr. 

The coconut trees planted by the Germans and Japanese were still standing 

and bearing. Seedlings of breadfruit and pandanus were b1'ought ashore and 

planted. Thus a new life beean for the uprooted Enewetak People. No American 

official remained on Ujilang, nor was there radio communication with the outside 

world. There were to ensue long periods of complete isolationJand privation. 

The former Enewetak inhabitants attempted to adjust to their new location. 

They had, and still have, several formidable problems with which to cope. 

The most obvious problem, and one which they have uppermost in their m:inds, 

is the great disparity in the size or Ujilang and that of Enewetak. The total 

dry land area of Ujilang Atoll is only 0.67 square miles and much of this is 

rocky and poor. The area of the lagoon is only 25.47 square miles. 

On the other hand, the total dry land area of Enewetak Atoll is 2.26 square 
l 

miles.:, much of which was well suited for agricultural use. The total lagoon 

area is 387.99 square miles. (Bryan 1946:2). Both figures are obviously 

considerably larger than those for Ujilang. These figures are reflected of 

course in the much less abundant production of food, and the food potential, 

especially from the reefs, lagoon, a;-id surrounding sea on Ujilang. 

Logistics is another major problem. The geographical location of Ujilang 

in relation to the sources of needed imported foodstuffs and other commodities 

is unfavorable. 

The trend toward increase in population size and the consequent pressure 

l 
Less of course the islands that have been destroye;_;_ b:" nucle<ir 
weapons test in;:; or da.:i3.ged in the course of the testing. 

t)Qlt ,..ac111ViS 
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The adm.inistration has attempted to upgrade copra production and subsistence 

agriculture for the past several years. There has been a noticeable improvement. 

However the Enewetak People certainly do not have the economic advantages 

which they would have had if they had not been uprooted from the larger atoll. 

The unfavorable economic situation and the persistent desire to return 

to Enewetak finally stimulated aggressive action by the people. They threatened 

to evacuate the atoll in 1967 and in 1968 the leaders petitioned the United 

Nations for assistance in returning to Enewetak. In 1968 they again threatened 

to evacuate the atoll and come to Majuro. Economic help was given ~hem by ~he 

administration. Relief shipments of food were sent to the community. An ~ 

gratia payment of $1,020,000 was made them in 1969. This was placed in a 

trust fund, the interese of which has helped. Monies were also allocated for 

the construction of badly needed public facilities on the atoll. The Ujilang 

community assumed the responsibility for doing the actual labor involved. 

These efforts to ameliorate the situation, while welcome, &nd not lessen 

the desire of the people to return to their ancestral homeland. They continued 

to press for this goal. Discussions and meetings were held witn government 

officials. The long awaited answer reached Majuro on April 19th 1972 when 

the High Commissioner informed the District Administrator that Enewetak 

Atoll would be returned to its former inhabitants in 1973. 

This marked the beginning of a new and better life for these displaced 

people, and an end to their long years of exile. 
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CONCLUSION 

Attitudes of the 3newetak People 

The atoll of :snewetak, from which the inhabitants were uprooted over a 

quarter of a century a::;o, is a "paradise lost" to these exiles. The Znewetak 

People, who now live on the much smaller and much less productive atoll of 

Ujilang desperataly want, indeed yearn, to return to their ancestral homeland. 

They have stated that they wish to send an advance party to the atoll to help 

with the work of rehabilitation as soon as the prograrnregins. 

The people are naturally greatly concerned, indeed disturbed, about the 

damage and destruction to the atoll. ~ntire islands are missing, destroyed 

completely by nuclear testing. oth0rs have be3n reduced to sandsp~ts, anA. 

still others have been severely da:naged. 

They a.re very worried about the threat of additional damage and destl!uction 

by the ? ACE ?rogra.'ll (Pacific Craterin::; Experiments). ~\ program which they 

have unanimously and unequivoc;illy denounced and rejected. However they have 

a positive approach to the rehabilitation of the atoll. They want the work 

to be started as soon as possible. 

The relinquishment of Bikini Atoll by the military, the cleanup and agri-

cultural program there and the pla.'1!led future return of the exiled Bikini 

People to their home atoll have d,~epened the di3content of the Enewetak 

People with their lot over the past few yea:rs. The official announcement 

of the relinquishment of Bneweta'k this year and the preliminary discussions 

and ~3etings regarding the rehabilitation of ~newetak have intensified the 

att~tll<les of the .~neuetak ?eople concernin,~ return to their atoll. 

The'.{ feel that their return to their ancestral homeland is long overdua. 



The Probable r>attern of Livin::; Oi' 2.eturnees to ~newetak 
The Fopula-..1i::m 

_,jl. 
All s>!' practi.cally all of th0 Sil.ewetak People -will want to return to 

the atoll. The le~d.ers llave so stated on several occasions. Those few who 

have jobs and interests else1-ltlere rr1ay leave ai'ter a visit but they 1dll 

want to establish their old lGnd claims and seo what the atoll looks like 

after twenty-rive years. Ti1esa people will visit the atoll at intervals, 

return of everyo11e 0ilould therefor::; be ant.:._ci1_,,1ted md pla.'1.lled for. 

The leaders havt: c.ckod th;,t an advance party be allowed. to move to Japtan 

Island (David) to prepare the island for haoitation 2..Dd to be available for 

the rehabili ta ti on of the ato 11. They t1ave :asked· that about fifty . people 
a 

t) be sent to tho isl.:1nd.. '.!:he f.<:tcitities available, scope of r<ork, and 

mutual a.;:;ree .. icnt. of 211 p2l'ties involved (/LCC,DOD, T11'1, and the menetak 
of course 

leader~ c 2n/G.::..:te;n.,ine tl1~_0. 

A complete ~'.."'.~c:i up-i:.o-J.ate censlls raad.c in early l~ovembe:r 1972 produc8d 

the following (fata: 

Enewetak ?eople i.ow Livin::; on Ujilar_..; Atoll. ••••••••••••••••••••• 340 
" 11 d 11 n Hajuro Atoll (DUD; •.•••••••••••..•• 31 
It II ti ti 11 11 11 f--,Oll ·""'Of],,- T ) , ;:J 

\..::.. t .._,.... lu -'- • • • • • • • • • • • • J... U 

It 

" " 
II II 

" II 

fl 11 

ti 

II 

II 

II 

a ;taloelap i\.toll, LJ..rshall Is. • • • • • • 3 
" Killi Islc.::.-1d, n 11 •••••••• 7 
1 ~. P_on3.pe, _ E~3 L 0:-;n _ C ~~o lin~ I::: o _.... • • • • 5 

11 Crew· 1·lern.bers or1 'l!'ll3t ·.rerri ~ory Sh.if1 S ••••• · ••• • 4 
3 fl ti1e l;r~ to·:~ ~J;ates •••••••••••••• 

PeoiJle '~ .. rr10 -~a,re. _ _:.ai~riG~ ~-~r~r.}u~Jtal<: L\s0:Jle! 21d ~·Jl1J Live 0.:1 Ujil'!'lr1:,_;; 21 
(They arc on into,~ral fiart ol' -Llle co;.:.:1,,.nj_ ;,.;'). 

- - ·-· -~-~- -~--._.' ... ~+W••••04..-.C,I( • ___ ,.) 

.: :.., .:=-..;_:.... ~ ~- G '._, - . l_ ! • e. • • • • .... • • • • • .. • • • ··73:__-, -



The pepµlation is, as can be seen, about evenly divided as to sex. It 

is a young population with many you...11g children and ve'!"J few old people. 

A complete census with the name, age, sex, G..r1d location of each person as 

of November 1972 is attached to this report. These data can be used for 

more detailed statistical breakdown a.'1.d evaluation if so desired. 

The Enewetak population shares the upuard population trend of the :rest 

of the Harshall Islands and i•iicronesia. l'his is clearly seen in the census 

record as f o llous: 

Year 

l'.120 
1925 
1930 
1935 
15!47 
1952 
1955 
1971 
1972 

II 

Ene~rnta!c Atoll "Pop-Jlation 

Total 

104 
')6 

108 
31 * U-1-2 

169 
109 
231 
432 
340 

Souc·ce 

Ja.pa.'l.BSe Co:nsul<ieneral Honolulu 1956, 
Q 11 (Personal Correspondence) 

II 

II 

D • .S.?faTJ (At tirne of :removal to Ujila.'1g). 
.J ·"'-. l'oui..'1 on. Uj i l.:m.t;. 
J.A.Tobin 11 11 

T'CI ofLi.cia.l ce!lsus (Un Ujila.n.'~ onl:r). 
J.A.Tobin (L'otal, ujilang and else,i::er::;). 
(On Ujilc=in:c; only). 

With the pre.cent yopulation configuration and the bi:t ch rate greatly 

exceeding the death rate, future population increase can be anticipated. 

* There are no available 0ata 1fhich woulcl e::~plain the marked flih.ctuation 
in the population. H01-re·19r, r.1e::abcrs oi' t~:..c cortffwiity l,::;ft the atoll for 
extended periods, at differ0rit ti1:es to '\·rork on the copra pla::1tations 
on Ujila....-1g, 2nd to visit Pona~·e, fro~1 i:;llic:i1 hnewetciJc 1-fas administered. 
The population oi' [:;neuet~·l~ uas also i!1C:::'·:;ased ~-Ihen workers returned tvo:'1 

Ujilang perrno...1cntly with Ljilo.n,; sr_J01,;,SGS. 
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The Gene Pool 

As far as we lmow the gene pool of the Enewetak People begein changing_, 
~;__ -

a.fter centuries or isolation, during the Germ.an period. Contact was made 

with the people of Ujilang, vome of whom married into the Enewetak group 

and moved to Enewetak With their Enewetak spouses and children. Marriages 

with other outsiders, mostly Carolinians from the Ponape District followed, 

especially during the Japanese period. Several males from tne Ponape District 

took up residence on Enewetak and remained there with their spouses and child-

lien. 

Improvement of transportation facilitated travel. A number of Enewetak Atoll 

children went to school on Ponape. There was an increase invrlsitors to tne 

atoll from tne Marshalls and from the Ponape District. These factors contri-

buted to outm.arriage and change in the gene pool, as they do todajy. It is 

highly probable that this tr~nd will continue. (The census data included in 

this paper reflect this trend). Non-Mivronesian H.ongoloid and Caucasoid 

components which are not tabulated in the census data have also been added 

to the Enewetak gene pool. 

There has been a marked increase in movement outside of the atoll of 

Ujilang with residence elsewhere within the pa.st dec·ade or so. A small group 

of Enewetak People live on Majuro, and a number of children attend schools 

on that atoll. outma.rriages have resulted from this change in residence. 

This trend will also probably cfuntinue. However the majority of the people 

live permanently on Ujilang Atoll today. It is highly probable that they 

will follow the pattern of remaining together after return to Enewetak. 

,._ .:.. ~ .. .., .... ,... - -
···_ ....._ - ~ ! 
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additional change to the Enewetak: gene pool in the yea:rs to come. 

DOE AltCHIVES 
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Settlement r~ttern 

) Land use rights are possessed by people in rw;·e than one piece of land and 

on differ,_:;nt. islands throughout the atollo These ri~hts are owned and held 

by kin groups. The la11d parcels are worked oy tl1e 1,1e::ibers of the lineage 

uhich holds these rights 1·rhich are inher:Hed at birth pri1i1arily. The traditional 

pattern of habitation is for households (family croups) to live on their 

land, not i..11 a villaL:;e cluster. That is, to live in a scattered pattern. 

The community bui ldi..."'1.;;s, church, school, dispensary, wb.x.ehouse, an.d the 

like are however nor[llally centralh~ecl for convenience a11d access to all. 

' This pattern is obviously desirable fro:1: the point of view of en~rnn-

mental sanitation and public health. It is the pattern followed on Ujilnng 

today and will :probably be perpet11ated cm t:~nouetak. 

The tY})ical harsh al lcse land holding, or utlto , consists of a strip of 

land stretchin;:; :ic:::·oss the island from la.;oon to ocean, and varying in size 

from aoout one to five or rn.ore acres in extent. '.f'h3 :resources of all of the 

ecological zones of the isl~:md are thus available to each corporate land 

holding group, the lineage, as well as ready access to both lagoon and 

ocean bed.ch. This method of equitable distribution of natural resource3 is 

analogous to that involved in strip fa::.·minc; in medieval Europe. 

A similar allocation of resources prevailed in aboriginal Ha":aii, nnd exists 

on other Hicronesia'l. atolls today. 

Infrequently, tl10 lac.d. :p;;.rcel is divi:....ed into two or f.lore portions with 

transverse bot;i1d.'.ll'7 li::es. This usua:i..l;.r occurs ·when the island is a very 

i;.'ide one. The :rttL•_ ·buunci.c.u:i9s are ua::.·ked b;y- lily pla1ts ( Crinum asia.tici..-w'11), 
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the position of the lar..d holdings. This has be.3n done by the Bikini 

People after practically all other markers had been obliterated. The 

returning Enewetak People Will presumably do likewise. 

The location of boundaries is colTllilon lmowledge within the comr:rnni ty, 

and "boundary pushing, 11 which is practiced in other parts of Micronesia, 

is practically unheard of in the Harhhalls. Each land parcel has its own 

name and history of the circumstances under which it came into the lineage 

which now controls it. This information is also a very important part of 

the corpus of knowledge of the atoll corrmrnnity. It is not written down 

but is transmitted orally from generation to generation. 

At the Enewetak Rehabilitation Planning Conference held in Honolulu, 

February 21-22, 1973 the folloWing statement regarding future village 

settlenent pattern was made by ujilang (En~wetak) hagistrate Smith Gideon: 

" We rthe Enewetak Atoll People 7 held three m·3etings prior to 
my departure fro!'l Ujilang for this m3eting. '.-Te decided What the 
se.ttlement;pattern,_ the village locations would be on iliewetak 
in tlie futureo The are: one on .C:njebi Island, one on l,iedren 
Island (Parry), and one on Enewetak Island. 
Ja.ptan (David) "ttlll ~ e: t~t-a...'l'"V loce.tion from the beginnin~ 
of the program. The workers from Ujilang will be housed there. 
They will wait on Japtan, and will live there until the rest or 
the atoll is ready for occupancy." 

The Magistrate, and Scribe John Abraham also made it clear that while 

the village sites would be as indicated, all of the islands {and reefs) 

of the atoll would be used and exploited after the people have returned 

to Enewetak. 

They emphasized tne fact that the dedision of settlement pattern had 

been reached by the commmiity on Ujilang following a series of lengthy 
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I predict that the "temporary" settlement on Japtan, at present a very 

pleasant island with good facilities, will become a permanent settlement. 

If the amount of radioactivity on Enjebi ahould prevent habitation at 

this time, and for a significant period of time in the future, the estab­

lishment of a settlement there of course will not be possible. The 3njebi 

People may decide to live on Enewetak Island, this is most probable, because 

of the excellent facilities there, or on another island in the northern 

sector of the atoll within their traditional sphere. It should be noted 

that this sector has suffered the most damage from tne nuclear weapons testing 

program. 

It should be noted that the Enewetak Atoll People have lived together in 

one settlement on one island on Ujilang Atoll as a matter of expediencyo for 

over a quarter of a century. A boundary was set through the middle of the 

main island with half of the island and half of the satellite islands alloca-

ted to each group. (See Map Number 4). The community buildings: church,school, 

dispensary, meeting ~council) house, and warehouses are located on the common 

area near the di vi.ding line. This arrangement has apparently lO rked out 

very well. 

The definitive answer to the question of settlement pattern upon return to 

Enewetak, if any obstacles to the present plannin6 occur, must of course 

come from the people themselves. 

Pattern of Exploitation of the Natu~al Resources 
Economic Potential 
;:.c-.>The coconut trees and other food bearing trees and plants have been almost 

completely destroyed on Enewetak Atoll. Most of the islands have become over-

grown With vegetation, and are littered with debris which must be removed before 

involv2'i i:::i. L:.J.i~ wo1'.i{, a..1ci i.rnleed tik'Y should be • .::·nis ·will provide a cash 
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income, some skills training, and a tremendous_ P?Y_chological boost to them. It 

will be of great value to the planners and directors oft he rehabilitation program 

as well. 
The Eneweta'.\. ::·eopl-3 will w.?nt all avai.laDle area.s of the a·voll to be 

cleared und pla:.1tud 2.S soon as possible. ·.:l:ti.s will hasten the rehabilita-

tion of the people on their hoi;ie atoll, and should be expedited. 

The larger is L 1• lds such as Greatest economic 

potential in terns '.Jl co:;ra p:rnG.uction. The s•,i;:ille:::- islands were also 

providinG of coc;r::.:s tl1~J ,J.re sc:i.fe fro;ri a re.d.1.oact~-ve ~joint oi' view. 

Dnfortllllately ::;evcr:il of the islands have be8n co ;tpl·3t...;l:/ destroyed or 

weapons. 

Ti1e smaller isl21d.s and islet::> of the au~oll >lhic.h were not used for agritul-

The 0urro<.,;.nci.~.<1_:: i·~~ :.'..'s o1 the 13-goon tc:em ui tl1 fish an.::l other marine 

faana as ~-;~;ll. 'L!~S is en c.xtre:a2ly irrij_)o:ct<-i1t i~tor in the local ccono.T.y 

and the well bei.~J.:; oi' t.iw Eneirct:::l<: People. It will be crl1cial in the 3UCC-3S~3-

ful relocation oi. tl;e forr.1er ihlrnbitants of tr:c atoll. T!1e abundance a::.l.d 

val.'iety of f2'.-::rn on SneEetak is invaria";:ilf c8ntral to any dis-

cussion of that 3."Loll by its for;1er ilu1c.;.bit~-Ll.TLs. The rich natural resource3 

Pattc:r!:l. of ~~)l:J"_:.,2~i•:ci ---------

resources is <='~to 11, or as in tl1e 

.2 ! 



- /6-

make copra (thc: c;:ch Cl:.'Oi.'J 21d. practice a non-intensive type of ayiculture. 

The marine resoc..rcos of. 3e2, la_;oon, a,1d surrou ... '1din,::; reefs are e~·::ploited 

intensively. 

A semi-mig~to1·y for1;1 of e.xploi taiJion oi the 113.tural resources is followed 

in that the other S!:i3.ller or satellite isl:o.:1ds oi' tile atoll are visited 

from time to tfur,12. 'l'llc holder<> of land rigi1Ls in t!lese islands make copra 

and gather iJre:icU.'rui';:., p;mJ.amn, coconuts, .:::rrffWl'oot. Md other vegeta~Jle 

foods in season. Clearin,:; oi' brush .:u1d pla.r:tin(; is also done during these 

b'isits. 'flte i11::i.ri:1C resotu·ces m·e D.lso exploited. J:>ecial expeditions a:t.'8 

also l:w.de to 0~1ther turtle :.md seabir<l e;~t;;~ and to cnpture tlrnse creatures. 

Houses and wat,;;1· cutcii:rwnts usually of a fairly sirn:•Lc nature a.:r0 found 
a 

on the moi_·e esono;:1ically i:n:;)ortaLt of t;:1C.S'-> S!il.O.ller islands. 

'i'he v-j_si ts to -~hcse isl2ncls va"::y in di.iration according to the a.~ount of 

Weatlwr conditions a·.:; also a detern~ininG :'.'act.or. '1'ravel to or fro;11 the 

It should be e:'.l~JJ.1asiz~d that this is a hi~)1ly :no bi le poplilation, as 

are most l-.arsllaLL2.se. Ti1crc wi 11 1Jc a ;.::rc:it deal of tr:ivel between all of 

the islar1cls of il~mYctc:~: /;:~all throu;hcuL the yea;: c:u:1d evc~7 year. 

period of 
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The Ili.et 

It is difficult to estimate the degree of utilization of local versus 

imported foods. One can sey however that the Enewetak People Will use 

i.Jiported foods to a mucn Greater degree than the"'J did before they were 

moved from the atoll. This is the trend througho~t the Marshalls. It is 

seen in the orientation toward a cash economy, based upon copra production 

and wage labor. The Enewetak People have a cash income from trust fU..-rids of 

over $6o,OOO per year with which to b'JY imported foods mid other items. 

The proceeds from copra sales are also used for these purchases. 

Rice, flour, sugar, coffee, tea, canned meats, canned milk and otner i.t.<3ID.s 

are staples in the diet of the En.ewetak People and have been for many yea.rs. 

They cannot be considered to be luxuries. Rice is eaten in large quantities 

often three times a day. 

It is likely that the abundance of fish and shellfish on Znevretak will 

mean a reduction in the purchase of canned fish, and even canned meat. The 

availability of pork and domestic fowl locaLly would also probably affect 

canned meat purchases. 

The use of Wildfowl and turtles will also probably mean a decrease in 

canned meat purchases. It should be noted that canned meats and fish are 

quite expensive in the Harshalls. These, and other consumer goods must be 

dJ!l!J9rted over vast distances. This is reflected in the cost to the consumer 

on the atolls, especially the outer atolls. 

There will probably be a marked increase in the amount of marine products 

eaten because more wiil be available. This is of course because of the Nuch 

;,_ f' 

commensurate with the much large land area of Eneweta'k Atoll. 

-- --·~ ..... ~-:-· .1.. • .- ' 1 • ~ 
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It is anticipated that a great deal more impprted foods such as rice and 

flonr will be consumed to replace tne amounts of lodal vegetable foods that 

will not be available on Enewetak for a number of years. 

It Will more than likely be necessary to institute a supplemental feeding 

program to supplement these needs as part of the rehabilitation program. 

As indicated earlier coconuts, pandanus, arrowroot and breadfruit are 

the main vegetable foods used. Bananas, squash, and papaia are used but to 

a less3r extent. Pandanus and arrowroot were especially important on Enewetak 

and grew in large numbers. Breadfruit and taro and bananas were rare but the 

people hav<3 developed thesa plants on Ujilang. They like them and will want 

to have them upon their return to Enewetak. 

One can safely assume that if local foods are available, as they will be 

eventually, the people will eat theL1, as well as the imported foods. They 

enjoy both kinds of foods and will not allow any of it to go to waste. They 

possess techniques for processing and preserving surplus crops such as 

breadfruit, pandanas, and arrowroot. 

The agricultural resources on Enewetak Atoll tod8\{, in dramatic contrast 

to the marine resources, are practically nonexistent. There are a very few: 

bearing coconut trees. There are to my knowledge no edible varieties of 

pandanus. There are no breadfruit trees, nor any other food bearing trees 

or plants with the exception of a negligible amount of arrowroot. 

Various ldnds of plants are used in the preparation of medicines. These 

are used both internally and externally. The Marshallese pharmacopoeia includes 

the ubiquitous Tournefortia, {}1esserschmidia J ar:~entia, Scaavola frutescens, 

·; .... ·~ . : .\/ 0~.: 
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shelters, implements, and the like. They are obviously important in the 

economy and the culture. 



or special interest to the marine biologist is the. fact that practically 

all marine products are eaten by the Enewetak People (and the rest of the 

Narshallese). There are a ferA exceptions however. These include: Sea cucumbers 

(Holothuria), and rays of all species found in the Marshalls. Puffer fish (Wat) 

are recognized as deadly poison and are never eaten. 

Ciguatera. is found on Enewetak Atoll (or was when the people lived there) 

according to reliable informants from that atoll. The fish affected include: 

~(Red snapper), nn (Hullet), Mao (Blue parrotfish), ~ (Bass), Iikmouj 

(Pink parrotfish), UtBt (?), Ewai (?), and Drep (Moray Bel). - - -
Informants have told me that tne poisonous fish on Enewetak Atoll were 

found on the windward side primarily. They were allegedly found d.n the Enjebi 

area and islands on the eastern (windward) side of the atoll. It is said that 

the leeward side, toward the south and west of the atoll was relatively free 

of fish poisoning. Poisonous fish (Iik karek) are said to live in both the 

ocean and lagoon reef area. 

(Identification (English names) are from Report of a Survey of the Fish 

Poisoning Problem in the Marshall Istands, US DPHE'.f PHS, Jan.1959, Himeo.) 

The heads of fish are considered to be delicacies and the internal organs 

(heart, liver, and brain) are eaten. The intestines of fish are not eaten 

but the intestines of turtles are consumed, after cleaning and washing and 

either boiling or baking~ 

All kinds of shelUish are eaten and everything but the nblack partn of 

clams is consumed. The best area for clams and other shellfish is said to 

have becm in the area destroyed b'tJ the nuclear tests, in the northwestern 

food supply is gone. 11 

DOEARCHlVU 
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Sharks are eaten by the mewetak Atoll People. They learned how to prepare 

them and eat them from Carolinians during the German period. 

Porpoises are eaten. They are a delicacy as in the rest of the Marshalls. 

They were caught in droves or surround method (jibu.ki). The porpoises would 

come into the lagoon through the Eiken Island pass._ It ;v.ras their most usual 

entry point. When sighted, the men woulci. go out in their large sailing canoes 

and herd the animals into the beach area. Some of the raen would jump overboard 

and clap stones together under water. This would frighten the porpoises in to 

the beach where they would strand themselves and be captured. 

\..,'hales were very occas donally stranded on !';newetak. They were eaten -when 

and if tne peopla could get to them before the meat spoiled. 

It should be mentioned that the ~"lewetak People and the~rest:.:of·'t.be e 

Marshatlese do not like food that is 11 hi:;h11 , that is, that has started to 

spoil. Their fish, meat, and other foods are eaten only if fresh. This is in 

contrast to the Trukese for example who have a taste for food that is "high.'!. 

The Enewetak People and other HarshalLese, and other Eicronesian groups 

eat their fish raw as wail as cookad. Earine products are also preserved by 

sun drying, sa1ting, and smoking. 

The monitor lizards (Vara.nus indicus) which were imported by the Japanese 

to curb rodents were never eaten by the local people or b~· other Harshal.lese. 

Some of these reptiles have been :reported on Japtan Island lti.thin recent 

years. The people dislike tnem arid are arraid of ther:i. 

The Enewetak Pc.op le eat the coconut crab (Birgus latro) which is considered 

a delic2.Cy. other species of crabs are used for fish bait only. 
·;~1:n ... .:.1.:_.lttf1_',A'"'·' 161·:'.: l~· 
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Some of the Znewetak People eat dogs. They also learned this from TrJ.kese 

and Ponapeans while at school on P:)nape. The younger people mostly eat dogs. 

Other Harshal.lese do not eat these animals. 

The intestines of pigs are eaten by the Enewetak People. They are cleaned 

and washed and either boiled or baked. This was learned from people from 

Truk and Ponape who had learned to eat :::iig intestines from Filipinos living 

on their islauds. The Enewetak People also learned to eat the heads of pigso 

Previously they had discarded tne heads with the intestines. This is true 
//rz- kidneys 

for other Harshallese as wello I 1'.nternal organs: brain, liver,/ and heart 

are eaten by the Enewetak People and the rest of the Harshallese. 
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Agricultural Rehabilitation 

As mentionad previously, the Enewetak returnees willllnndoubtedly want all 

of the islands to be planted wherever possible. This means that all debris 

will have to be removed, as was done on Bikini Atoll. All brush will have 

to be cleared except for tne important shelter belt on tne ocean sides of 

the islands, and other prot~ctive qegetative cover as deemed necessary by 

tne agricultural experts. 

The Enewetak People will, of course, want the surface of the atoll terrain 

to be restored to its original condition where possible. This means of course 

that gullies and depressions and large holes must be filled and leveled as 

was also done on Bikini in the course of tne "cleanup" program of 1969. 

It is expected tnat coconut groves will be planted initially as has been 

done on Bikini. This is the most important and arduous part of the agricul-

tural rehabilitation. 

All of the food plants mentioned previously will be desired by tne 

people, and others, such ns lime trees may be introduced to supplement the 

diet. 

The Enewetak leaders have stated tnat the iillewetak People wish to beeone 

directly :L.'1.volved in tha work of Aeric-u.ltu.ral rehabilitation oft heir atoll, 

as of course they must be. It will be to the obvious advantage of tne Adnini-

stration to ha·re these weel organized and enthusiastic people do the work 

rather than to bring in outsiders. 

It will be of mutual advantage to have the .Zneuetak People help to rehabili-

tate their atoll. 

. . . 
'f: Y' :-:..:1 ~ ~ ~ :. . 
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Possible Proscription of Use of Islands 

Although tne Znewetak People wi1.l want to visit ail of tne islands and 

islets in the atoll and to exploit their natural resources, I believe that 

if any of these areas lle?le found to be hazardous because o.f remaining radia­

tion, the people would comply with bhe restrictions which l1euld be necessary 

for their safety. This would be a matter of local policing by the community 

itself. A thorough explanation should be made to the entire commtL~i'bJ in 

language that they can undershand so that the reasons for imposing such re­

strictions would be be clearly underste.od and appreciated by everyone. This 

sane procedure should apply to any resttictions a~st eating certain foods 

produced on Etiewetak. 

Mr.Tom.my Mccraw did an excellent job in explainine the radiological 

hazards and prohibitions on Bikini to the Bikini exiles on Killi Island 

in 1968. His advice should be solicited if the situation on En.ewetak should 

warrant it. 
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