
1

..-.

@

@tRgv co~
,% e,
* ‘$* sjN2y-3,%~

*Q ——
%

● e ●

Feb~~~~y 24, 1971 ,% ~
~)#& ‘*

$r4rEs of
,+ 408239

INFORMATION ME ET I.NG ITEM

BIKINI ATOLLS CLEANUP AND CURRENT STATUS

Note by the Secretary
K

The General Manager has reqo.estea that the attached memorandum
of February 24, i971 from the .Director of Operational Safetyj with

be ~irculatea for notation by the commission.the following enclosures . ~ ..
at an “early Information )3eeting:
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January i~, 1971 letter from the High Commissionerj Trust ,E.’:-,:..,::,.:::
Territories

;,.::.:,,.....

Summary Report of the 1$)69and 197G Bikini Surveys
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CLEANUP OF 61KINI ATOLL AND CURRENT STATUS

Radiologicalsurveys were conducted at Bikini Atoll in 1969 in
support of cleanup operations and again in 1970 to add to available
information on the radiation sta’~s of the Atoll. The enclosed
report, WC1-97, “SMUTQV Report of the 1969 and 1970 Bikini
Surveys,” February 1971, contains a smnary of the information
collected during the cleanup and survey activities. This
summary report is to be followed by detailed reports by the
Southwestern Radiological Health Laboratory (SNRHL), Environmental
Protection P,gency, and by the Nevada Operations Office within a
few weeks. Thesewill be in draft form for AEC review.

i3riefly, the sum.a.ryreport indicates that during cleanup in
1959 all scrap metal or concrete in the AtGll with contact gamla
readings greater than 100 micrc-~oentgen per hour {vR/hr) was
treated as radioactive waste and buried in one of three locations
at sea. Sore scrap with contact. gamna readings less than 100 Wlw
was buried on l~nd but no debr~s at any level was buried on the
is?ands of 13ikini, Eneu$ Gr Aerokoj. (Housing is to be constructed
only in the i3ikini-Eneu complex.) (h.mna levels on Bikini, the
largest island, ranqed from 10 ~R/iiralong We beaches to 120 gR/hr
in some areas inlanj. Levels on Eneu, tl-,esecond largest island,
ranged tijJto 40 @/hr. Levels reportec in the U.S. have a range
from about 10 ~P,/il~ h 40 p?.jhr,.
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For comparison, the average value for 239Pu background in air in
the U.S. during 1968 was 0.4 X 10-4pCi/m3. Themaximun permissible
concentration for the general public for 23gs240Pu in air is
2 X 10-2pCi/m3. ~ 23992q0pu in soil from undis-Average levels Oi
turkl areas along cleared raw oil Gikirii sboxing the hiyhest
gmna levels ranged from 65 to 87 pCi/g dry. Levels in dis-
‘tirbed soil in the same areas were lower by a factor.of two to
three. Levels of 239S240PU in soil on Eneu ranged from 0.71 to
35 pCi/g dry.

The swnnary report also contains a comparison of results of analysis
of fish, lobster, clams, coconut crabs$ birds, coconuts, and
pandanus COIlected in 1967 with those collected in 1969 (the 1967
results were used by the Ad Hoc Committee established by AEC to
consider whether the Bikini people could return home). The
determinations of radionuclide content for the 1969 samples canpare
favorably with those for the ?967 samples. The Ad Hoc Cormnittee’s
recommendations for certain simple measures to minimize exposure
are supported by tilesefindings.

As to the current status of rehabilitation of Bikini Atoll (requested
at Commission Information Meeting 1096, January 21, 1971), the
following was obtained through the Pacific Support Office in
Honolulu on February4, 1971:

BY letter

Trust Territory officials report that 40 houses are
currently financed for construction at Bikini Island
with completion due in 1972. Components for these
houses are being prefabricated at Majuro Atoll but
none have yet been shipped to Bikini for assembly.

Planting of coconut trees was reported on schedule
and going well. Planting on the second largest
island on the Atoll has been completed. Planting
on Bikini should be completed later this year.
There are 28 male workers on the Atoll but no
wives or dependents. There are two wcmen from
the Truk Islands.

of January 14. 1971 (CODY enclosed) to AECIS h!anacler,Honolulu,
tie High Comnission2r, irtistT~rA&ries, re~uested permiss~on”to
plant coconut trees on the Peter-iMoe (Aerokoj) complex along the
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southern rim of the Atoll. These islands were not included in the
group for which continuous occupancy was to be allowed as recommended
by the MC Ad Hoc Canmittee. It is expected that the detailed
reports soon to be issued by S!i?.HLand NV will provide sufficient
basis for a decisjon on the Trust Territories’ request.

(hmnunications with Trust Territories’ officials in the Pacific are
difficult and with those at Bikini ,4tolleven more so. However~
staff of the Nevada Operations Office are undertaking to get
periodic reports from the Trust Territories District Administrator
on the progress of the rehabilitation program at Bikini.

Operational Safety staff willbe plkased to provide additional
information or briefing on the Bikini cleanup, surveys and
rehabilitation as desired by the Commission.

Martin B. Biles, Dir&tor
Division of Operational Safety

Enclosures:
1. NVO-97 - Sunmary Report
2. Ltr fm Trust Territories


