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. Thanks to the dilioence of Fenmcr A CBnce, J:., opa of the
riucipal investigators on the AEC-supporied i{nve stigaticns of the
*cul Pacific fauna, I can provide sou? information o ton rtatus’
5 studics on the Bikini collections. Materfal shippud cut to o
?:s(c»ialisto in 1962 under the AEC program was nol restricted to
: Specimcns from Bikini, but imnecluded specimens frowm locslities ell
“over the tropical Pacific area. Xt would be very difficult to’ -
de~urming the atatus of the Bikini collectionﬂ a;oae.v
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OL thcse grOuoo, only those marked with %1 asteriqk hava been
inuO“porﬂtcd into our collectiona. Thn remni dmr of the material
waits pro»easinu. : T o : - S

No. of opvcimena;
A aba : ;

ophiuroxds and
echinoida

%" The asterisk mext to a group in ‘1ot B inoicaann ‘that 'soma of{
.the specimens have been raturned; those roturned hava 3at yet been

-procasaed into our cataloged holdings‘

Al;hough J. L. Barnard workcd uith some of thq Amphiyoda from
theae collectiOna appro:imatady SO 000 apccimens are ntill awaitinz
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R , _ 8pecialieta ware not availeble to study the remainder of the
e ; invertchratc groups, including meny of the decapod shrimps, the

v crinolds and asteroids, the mysids, the corals, and most of the . "-.

BESILE - worm ~roupa. T e el Coa
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. 4, bthodoloyy for nssenoling inforpation on the Bikini -ea-test © ot
B, colloctionq' _ , L e R PR
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Information on the numbcks of apncimcus rrcGLVcd from Bicin-
under cach transactfon could probably be provided by the Hegisirar's
- Oifice; two of tha numberg involved ara 172224 and 172536. With this
“information the records and specimen holdings of sach divislon would
have to be examined to determine the dispositfon and presant iozatfoa 7
;:o& the materials, It would be a vory tice-consuaing operation to L

.obtain this information, perhaps more complicated than the accumulation .
+0f information on Antarctica carried out by zha Eorting Center several
o yeara ago.‘.' T S e 1 e .
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= 5. Amount of study nnedcd to cowpleuo the projcct'h.dsu:_% ;L_f

T am not cartain there 18 a good answrr to thi quescion., spCCideS
fron the Pacific area were sent out to spcrfaliscs in 1962, and as can be
‘seen from list B above, many of the 8pac1mans have not been identified - - .
/in the last five yecars. Few studics have bsen pudblished that’ specifically v
“treat the Bikini material. Liamiting factore in this operetion would seem
..to be the paucity of apecialists and lack of timM'far‘tﬁe:specialiscu to .
make routine identifications.. '

f‘6 Additional support for curato ial activitAeq-'

Many of tbe iuve*tebrates identified under tﬂe ausplcea of tha
AEC program have not been processed into our collections. The exceptfon . '
' is {n the Mollusca, whare thousands of specimens we incorporated into .
tae ﬂeneral holdings by Dr. Rosewater thn hc joinad our staff in 1959.\"
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?‘non-molluskan specimans sent oul for identification under the Acc 4]::
-program will place a. greaé strain on out: alyeady ‘overworked . technical
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staif and on our budget., The ecxponse in 4srs alena will De cnormoua;
we can anticipate recesiving caough ccparate lots to £111 bLeotuzen |
20,000 and 30,0060 jars, far in excess ¢f cur cursent u;ock of jars.’
Cur standard 8 oz, jar now costs $0. 55 apleca, “ - :

Co Processing of the uncatalogcd, idcn» fiel uwtcrluxa neir on hAna,'

Ui ea. 8,000+ specimens, will represeat st lesst one mam-yea¥ of work

“,.:- (the specimens represoat 2,099 lots shipped, probsdly 3,500+ lots D

.. after identification; these are estimates).  Tue uuts*andin O,C“;n e

1ots rcpresent 8-10 man-years of effort to catalog. ’ T
o Under our pre*ent cataloging sjstcm, inxcrm&Lion on dictribution ¢ - -
~.cannot be abstracted from the cataloged eellection without searching S
" the collection by hand. It would be a step ferwavd if we could obiain * ')
! support to convert existing records on the Paciffc invertebratas into- -
"‘a format retriavable by automatic wethods.  This would form an cxcellent
”:adjunc: to, ths current data-procesning atudy suppnrtad by thc Officc
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