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Dear President and Menters of the Trusteeship Councily

My wife and I are livirg on Killi Island in th2 Marshall District of the Trust
1 . -~ o 1 . olard
Territory of the Pacifiic Islands. WYWe hzve teen here since Septerber 1907T; we teach
English to the studznts here as members of ths Peace Corps.

The history of the Killi pecple is available in the work by Le o*ard Mas
m

entitled The Bikipiens, 2 Transplanted Population. I ask your indulgence, hovever,
for a brief syrnopsis. ¥%hen the Uanited States wanted az Pacific atoll for atomi

noved; there had bezn 2 previous moves to Ronrik and Kwajelesin Atolls. This has ncw
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food ard an exccllent harbour:for chips when tradipg and leading exports. An atoll
genaerally consiste of wzny islands thet czn be uced for various purposes. Finally,
medical patients are efforded a safe evacuation in the sheltered vaters of the
lagoon.

Killi is a single island surrounded by tre ach@rouu vaves., This accounts for

very poor fishing and hazardous trading situations much of the year. The cances of
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these pboolﬁ are in a conctant batitle with the ocean, and cccesiona lly the ocean
wins. £ Tew months ago vhen the sea was "ezln”, on2 Tishermwan tried his luck - the
outcone was a broken cenoe ard no fish. During the months Decerber to March no ore
atterpts caroe fishing; one look at the ocean and the reason is clear. TDuring these
months the people nust tuy theéir food frem the field trip ships.

The frequency and afficiency of the field trip shi:s seaws incredibly tad to
those of us who have core from a country with a highly organized tranfnort tion
system, Howevar, I will discuss them here only as they relate to the Killi
situation. Cenerally, these uhips come every 3 or - wmonths. The last ship stayed
16 hours, but beczuse of the waves it wes unatie to do any trading. It departed with
the promise that it would return wnen finishad with its other stops. The éhip did
return, but it was now very pcorly supplied. The paople could not buy all the

One r=jor item, kerossnz was unzvallsdle; and this was
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supplies that v
the second ship which had come to Killi with no kerosenz. Thus thesse peo?le kad not
been able to buy kerosens for mora then € wmonths. However, most izportant tbo food
supplies ﬁere inadequate; thus, during the most difficult wenths for fishing, the

supply of cenned food was inadegu=zts

A lagoon 1s surrounded by many i lands; 2ikini is an atoll surrounding a lagoon.
Tue ha shallerse gererally vse their 1 area on an atoll in this vay; one or more

of the larger islands eare vsad for liviag avea, othﬂrs are used to provide cocanuts,

as sznctuaries for birds and turtles, and as natural "pens" for livestock, malnly

pigs and chickenz. Killi as a sipgle island offers no such resources., Turtles

genarzlly avoid inhabited Islands, and the Killi men only rarsly arz eble to catch

any. On Killi, the pigs live rizht In the village with the people, as do the
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bag. Making these reguires a large amount of fresh water. Of course, this
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handicraft preduction developed atrier these people roved to Killi. Howavér, I don't
think the abundant water supply lwpresscs the Xilli pcople as ruch today for they
reaiize'that rain brings svarps and swerps are breeding grounds for mosquitocs. Now
they face the problems of infections from the wmosquiloes and flies; no one is without

sores or scars. They didn't die of thirst on Bikini, but they do becors ill from

infections.

One advanloze of couming to Xilli was the fact that i1 was uninhsbited. The
first two settlezani sth-pbs were unsuccessiul beczuse the original inhavitants were
unwilling to give up precious lend. Fut whai was done with the land on Killi? The
people have all crowded together in a narrow strip of land near the beach while over
9C% of the islend is siill uninhabited. The crowded conditions go egainst the
Marshallese custows; there is now severe overcrovding with the increase in
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population. Sanitztion knos becoue a problem. fnima2ls, garbage, insects, all kinds of
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wastes arc concentrated in this siall area. Rogardless of wnere the fzu
situation exists, and no one likes it.

Yhy did the Bikinie s decide to leave their atoll? Of course, the bomb. Eui
one vonders how well they undsrstocd thes situation. One Peace Corps Voluntezr
inquired, and the reply implied that they never unde btood the intentions of the
United States very clearly. Scrie have sa2id th2t they left Bikini becauszs thoy were
told that the atoll would be bombed vwhether they left or not! I don{t know i7 this
is true, but it is somet hing to think about. Thasze ére raive people, and they are
easily iwpressed.

For all their trouble, the Killi pesople received $25,000 cash and $3oo;oco
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placed in bonds from which the; the interest. This is not a spectacularly
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- large amount but nsither is it a trifle. As we examine the reality, howevesr, we
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are less and less iupr 2inznt was not made untll 1657, ten

years after they were rovad! There was no retrcactive clause or arrears pzid. The

interest from the trust fund will arrive on this field trip chip ... exactly si2
per person. Tnis awount is p2id semi-znnu2lly. It dces not amounft to nuch on an
island vhere the cozt of onz gslilon of karossua is $1. Thase peodle aire not
satisried; they want to zo hare.

Firally there ars two examnlas of another kind of Fardsrip theszs poople endure.
The waglstrate of Killi, s tradltionral leadar, is dying of cancer. He hos been to
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Killi people return to Bikini?" We have a letter In our pos sesaion addressad to the

-1 o i 4 .
. Thay vant to go herme. Ve
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Hawaii Tox the rewcval of tne tw:ior, tut his cancer is terminal. About 2 rorths ago,
he called on me to redio for a chip to te divertsd to Killi to take him to ljuro,
the Bistrict Center, The ship ceme, but thz woves caused a 20 ninute operation to

Jast &lrost 2 hours. Even with an outbcard rmotor beat, fighting these waves is-a
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sland now we have a 15-year old girl who has syuptoms
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hanardous oporaticn. On the

liverted to Killi, but the girl could nrot be removed.
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he problem. Thet sare night, Killi students returning to
1. <L

Majurc had 4o swim past the svrl and beord the outccard which would take then to the

ship. One Killi mon swanm 2ll the way to the ship just to corfer with the captain

and explain the londing situation.
Eove and T ack, the Killi pzovle ask, and now we hcpe you ask, "Why can't the
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Killi vagistrate Trom High Cconissioner Xorwoel. Tais letter gives t
and confidence bacdause in it the Hich Coimissionzr sz2ys, "it may be possiblé to
resettle Bikini in the not too distant future ... Mr. Rasmussen (of'the’Atomic
Energy Cormission) told me that the Atouic Eneriy Cermnission scleutists have decided

that Bikini is ncw ready fcr huzan habitztion," It is II0W READY for huran
S)

A recent Serztorial visiit to thz &

statermant from Senator lMMoss of Utah whan quaricd abvout tha Killi peop

Mr. Rqsmusseu, it has bzon cleared. Obvicusly, these cenitradictory siatcments can
only add tension and suspicicn to the situztion. 1 believe that z clear,

straightforvard staterment should be uweds. Tnose who are respensihkle for the

“decision should tazke a firm step toward gaibinzg thess people back teo their land,

Can your Council look into the Kilii situztion? Plezse don't glve these people

J_

1ip service. Ton!'t just tell then you know of their problem, but help thea solve it.
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no reacson vhy they showld live under these
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on and is fit for huzan hatitation, please
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conditions. If Bikini
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call on the United Statzs to return thasa peoplie




