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Senator CliffordCase
United States Senate
washington,D.C.

..-
Dsar Senate? Case; ;

and I and 300 people with whom we azzeI.ivi::.I cm ma!<ingyou the

soundi.ncboard knowing the kind o: man yox a~e ZZ6 that you rapr~sznt

me in the Senate. ...

Xy wife Rope and I ~-e se~ting ti.ro years ia the ?eace COWS. We

have been =signed to the is~lated~~la~~ O: Kili ‘n ‘ine‘lzFshall

Islands District of the Trcs% TerrLtory. If zCter hearing the wo~d

Kili you don’t know ~ihatmy problcrcis, you arc :.:1c:x.dplcof how

iqortact it is for me to wr~te this Ictter. Yluase don’t take thzt

Jast statencntas an ixsult; iils interkiox ms to make the point tlna%

there are only a handful of ~eople that kfiovabout the people of Kili

and their distressingsituaticn. If you zre awzre of the Kili problem,

then I am further justifiedin choosizgyou ta ?.CGYne o~t.

Looking at any map,
. ?a~i~~c Ocezn,y~uw!leiher0? the i.:9r12 o. .

will probablyNOT fine?Kili. It is onr.eitkcrscch maps thatwe

receivedwith our Peace Corps boo!ccollectim. l!ehave writtenaad

received an up-to-datepicture szrics o: AGs%Ta15z~~d the Pacific
..

Islands, ar-drot orly was Kili rissinzjVfieentireTrust Territory

had appar~ntly “sunk”. Onc l=st exampleto show you my doubts as to

Wll(llC, ”’/lJii, III)(JIJI$ I,lti:l [11.IJ)I(IIIJ IIL:I:ll I.t.cII I iAl I.llll IIl,i!.,t,l f;l.:tlo:I .jl):;lt II(lri)l”{j

we left for trainin~. I wan%d my .subscri?t;oniG z p~@&r weekly

news maga~iaeto reach me at our trzinicgsite in !’li.cronesia.I

queried t+e mailing depzrtncntas to wkth.e? or not~.tk,eycould a?.d

would sen$lmy subscriptionof Xic?onesi.2.in turn, I receiveda letter
I

stztirgthat maybe I hzd misspelledthe word or was inaccuratein some

way, because they could not find the “c5?J;<icr~r.bsiaaywhere in the

United States’’!:!

“Assmin~, as I must, t’hatyou are no-ifulu~ avarc of thiisproblem.,

I will briefly ex@ain the histoq of thesepeople. If my asmx.’p;ion

..
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please acce>imy a@lo~ies. ?ne people of i{ilioriginallyis inaccurate,

inhabited.theBikini atoll. Ths Urited StZ%es zo-Tcri-LTent asked t~~c~~

people to leave Bikini so-thatsn atomicboxh ccc~d be <es$e&. The

United States prozised to find then anotk.c~!io~.e.‘I’heEikini people

“accepted the offer &nd were rexovetifro~.tk.eatoll. After subseql:ent

..

minor tries at finding a home, which failed beczuse of lami otrLcrship .“

reasons and lnabil~tyof the ch.ossn~toll to stist.zi~.“extra”life,

“Killiwas dacidedupon. An aCrieQtwal and iskvi tiprovementprogram

prepared the island for its ~ew inhabitants. That was twen$~ years ago.

Since then a typhoon and xeglecthave mar!<ecit’t?slives of these,peo~le.

KILI IS NOT SUITED TO TFX x.4Rs;{LLESZXLY OF LIFZ. The “staffof

life” fo~ the formerBikini people is a la.2Goz.There is none at Kili.

It is an island surroundedti~high waves thct .TJZ!<2their lives ve>~ f?x-

?o get t;q~ir ouljri~gcr canoesaspcrati~~,unstable, and perilous.

over the waves is a dan~cr I wc thcm fzcc daily. l-fthey do “bcai tl:c

waves’!,they then face the p-o’blemof cztch;>~ftsh. A la~oon provides
.“.

fish, turkles, clam, 10”ost2r; in the o~e~r.~>.=~?c~y ~o~e~y or. fisil.

The efforts at catchingfish are trer.endous;‘?k.creturns are slim.
,

$~q days no fish are ca~@k gt all! ?fec22 sjrp,%>izewith tkir

fishinz hazards here on Kiii and see the ati’:zntz~esOF a lz~oon,
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especially since we trained or.lJdotin the ‘lW!i1:.~non.

Xot only havifigto contezdmith tke ZGTCCS a? n~tcre, the Kili

peo@e are at the whims of tie czp<zinsof k~leSUPW ships. Field

trip ships cone about once every %?Irecii~or.ths.The ships are from

+’.- sc~~liesto the people o.fMajuro; they sell food, kerosene,azd o.hb. ..

t’nc
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the

the

iast t~ip! On board the ship> I zrgued:f.%kt?.ecz~tainto sW, ‘oGt

his only concernwas maintairiin~his

from bein: dama:es or,the reef: The
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meri%ioncd.It didn’t nattcr to hi= thzt.thz Kili storeswere oritof

the island) and coprz that the ?eopls :S=niedtO sell. He had to kee?
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to be left in the middle. They xoa’t s<z?% zzy nexp~ojects because

they feel that they might lez-rzzt axy r.or.ent.Tiieyare stagnact
. .

because they don’t know. . .

This is why I am writing t~is letter. Zs tr.zCongressa’.4areof

the problem? Are those w~o make the dzcision?ally a~iue of this

aspect of the situation? Czc these seople SD kcck to 3ikiai? Will

Bikini be used for future testing zs has been rm.cmei?

My ~fe a~d I real~ze ij~.~t by living sO close tO tb.eSitUZtion#

we feel it more than scmeo.lejust rsz~in~ our tk,oughts.Ezybs Only
.,.

by cominz to Kili can so=oze ~??reci~te<kc people zr.dtheir problems. .

ltaybethis is wh~ very little sccxs to bc CGSC toxard.rcachin~a
.

clccision.This is why very lit-~leis (ion,:t{) }~[:1.pth~:j~:~(>c)i~~.~.

Tnis is why I feel that I should rake ~ca?lc Wa-z 0: Kili. 1’11 OltiJ

./ ‘
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l?ik?ni-~ilipeo?le remain?
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