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feature of aiiatoll.is that thcz-eis usually a pass or brea!cbeti~~~il

seineof the islands,thus p~ovidin~access t.zL? excellentprotect.ed

harbor. .’

Tho import of tnis irL&n2tiozbecG;.zsc2.sarwhez I tell you that

Killi, the present hor.zof these people, is m ishndj a sin@e islmd~

not part of an atoll, and not L-Dked to any other island in any wiy.

Thus, all those advantagesofatoll life azzcmissing. The land area,

SInil.1ermizgh on an atoll> is T:Xh leSs. Therz is no protected fishin~

az-ca,but only open ocea-,asd SCrf’ pouzcl:nz Zzzinst ~ coral rock S}loi.c,

Even w}]cnthe surf is not too ro~~h ar.i I,kictr,cnarc a“!)lcto pt, tl]c~i”

frz~ile caaocspast the kmczkers zm! into the oyn sea, the zxsult.san

“oftenc!isz?pointin~or disast~ocs. I saw a canoebroken by the sur~

,OCCday when a stem cane up”sucidealy.No tartles~lobster, or clam

‘areavailablehers. ~!IW these ya?k L-Z rzduced to a slim diei.of

fish, rather than the rich seafoodtileti”tky?rcviouslyenjoyzd. .

The second major as?cc% of the ??oblerhconce?~sthe zbiliti~Of thcs~

pCOple to rece~ve goods. The lack o: a b~wz zezns the lack Of the

h.llcse to unload their Eoodsprotectedharbor which enables rriast;<crs..~..

fron.thefield trip shi? with comparative~~Li’ctLedifficulty. Again

the iCillipeople are at a di.sc~vzata~z.‘TlneyzJst unload their gOOdS

ori the open sea and ne~otiateCaer,to s’nore thzzoug’htiaebreake~s. In

gezer~l,the ships! ca?tainszre ~e~u~~a~ke~en to stop at Killi

bscause of the danger to their SXQI LOL%S ZZd OU$hOLVL no~ors Usec

fOl”u,nloadi~7goods. N--hasbsr.dL;d X 10G: z% Qast $15 lrorthof WLY

su?pliesbecause the bests were s:.:zn?sdseve~zltines on the day we

arrived.

~ /4111Il~t, l,)f:,~,;r,,Li,,~ ,d,un I ~:,~ L!,:,L (,!,,,,;(> [,,,q,~~ ]]:,VC 1~~~~
,.

udlapp~ llvcs for ti,;cntyyecrs, lo@nE for &he day when they mi~ht

return to Bikini. Their lives have evm bccz tc~pora~~in the serizethat

they felt no urgency to iinyove tk,eizhoxs or to mintzin their school

and othe,rbuildings.There has zlwqw bccz the ~eclin~that the vcrY

next dax they might get word that th~y COXM rctuzn to Bikini. ~ ~~~~

of a real sense of the future and a pzyz?.cl.~acl<of real ur.derstzr.&irAg

of the i’r.tcniionsof the United St.atesin ye~:~dto their hone atoll

have increasedthe<r cozfusionzs this s<atz of affairs has zot been

resolved.
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hasWithin the past year 3i!.:ini for

h b“.a lt,ation by the Ato~LcEr.er~yCenmllssio:-..Xo decision,hovever,has

been reached as to whether these peo;>lemzy rc-hrn to Bikini. Even more

,.

as objectiveas I woclclo~nerwiszbe. Z ax cl~se e.lou~ilto sac one

#..,
reimbursementfor the uss of their l.=xi.~ne ?SyCiiO10~iC21 lipS(?t axi

you to do what”you canto FesoLvethis prc’o>wand rt?ti;i these people

to their land.

Sixcrcly yours,
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