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Honorable WalterJ. Hickel
Secretaryof the Xntsrfor

war Mr. Nickel:

This is in responseto formerSecretaryudall’sletterof January17.
1969.on the Bikini resettlementprogram. x em pleasedto say that
the Ato!xicEnergyCocaaission (AEC)will cooperatewith the Depart==ts
of the Interiorand Defensein the cleanupof the BikiniAtoll. The
@amissi.onwill provide $300~OQ0in fiscalyear 1969 for thispurpose.

The AECwill be responsiblefor the radiologicalhealthand safety
aspectsof Che program. It is w understand- that the Department
of Defensewouldlike to mana~ethe cleanupeffortsin @oxdiZMtti
with thaAEC. The AZC has x objecti.o=to this arrang- prc+vidx

the total AX coat does not exceed$300.000.
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