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Mr, Zdward J. Dauser
Zxezcoutive Director
Joint Comsittee on Atomic Encrgy

Congress of the United States
408341

Lear Mr. EBauserx:

.

The Atonic Energy Comnission plans to cooperate with the Departments of
the Interior and Defense on the cleanup of the Bikini Atoll. This is inm
compliance with the President's instructicns of August 12, 1968, that

the three acencies, Imterior, Defemse, and AERC, cooperate in effecting
the retura of the bikini people to their home atoll. A copy of Iaterior's
Eikini Resettlement Program is eaclosed for your information.

The Department of the Interior has formally requested the AEC and the DOD
to jointly undertake the cleanup effort cmbodied im the Bikini program.
This effort includes the rexoval of test-related structures and debris
which are contzminated or unsafe and the clearing of vegetative over-
growth. The ALC =nd the DOD have agreed to contribute $300,8C0 each to
permit start of the cleanup project im the fourth quarter of fiscal year
159. The Interior's fiscal year 1970 budget vequest of $1,700,080 for
Tikinl includes funds to complete the cleasnup job and to make a start
on the coconut replanting and facilities construction projects.

The ALC will be responsible for the radiological health and safety
aspects of the program. DOD has informally expressed a desire to
wpenace the cleanup efforts utilizing the existing Joint Task Force
Eicht organization relationships with the AZC including H&N contractor
support. The AEC has no objections with this arrangement providing

the total AEC costs do not exceed $300,000.

Please let me know if you need any additionsl informaticn on this matter.
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Sincerely,

(Siguned) Eéward PB. Ciller

<i§cc: Comm Costagliola Edward B. Ciller
cc:_Secretariat Major General, USAF
2cc: OCR assistant General Managers
cc: EAGM for Military Application
cc: DCGM
cc: GM
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