
(NOTE TO EDITORS AND CORIISPONDEN27S:
Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg F Chairman of the
U. S. Atomic EneKqy CGmmission7 today
~s~l~~~ the foilcwlng statement GP.-lEC’S
role in t:he decision co allow the former
residents of Bikini to return tG their
~i~oll.)
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I’c i-as been- -just over 10 years since the last :-.-ticlea~
‘Ccst toGk place at Bikini or, July 22 ; 1958.
y“ear-

The intervening
have broug-ht a remarj<able recove:y on the ~Ls~ands z .=

;L~ (J SK)Oi”lSGIeC resea~-c.h. teams noted ii-iboth 1964 and 1967.
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Eight of the most higfi].yqualified experts available
were asked t.o review the survey material. }After meeting
with members of the survey team and examining their reportsj
these col:sul:a.nts reached the unanimous conclusion that it
would be radiologically safe to allow the Bikini p’eople to
return to their home atoll.

~ ,(J ~- ~ in. Q- -the years when radiation Leveis were too high
for peODleJtG live there pe_rrnaner,tly,the AEC sponsored

7s’,ev21-G& scientific studies on the atoll. In fact, Bikini
truly served as a living ecological Laboratoi-y.
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