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SUBJECT: Status Report, Cleanup of Bikini Atoll (U)
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1. References:

a. DPresidential letter for Secretary ol Interior, dated 12 Augusi
1968, subject: Rescttlement of Bikini Atoll.

b. Presideanx ik s B of fense and Chairman
Atomic Energy Commission, dated 12 August 1968, subject: Resettlement
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3. On 18 February a joint military and civilic & o
‘comprising 26 men with eguipment, landed on the Atell by ship and
bagan cleanup onerations. This Task Group {(J7G o

€.8) is commanded by
Colonel J. W. Rawlings, USAF, and is a componcnt of Jeoint Task Force
EIGET, DASA, By 23 February the ﬂ:)*”**e’~ 2ir sirip om EXYU ISLAXND,
Bx k ni, was operational and certiized for Military Airlilt Command
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Task Group currently cousric 40, of whon

4, The Bikini ;

17 are military. Dr. Jack A. Tobin, & rep tne Trust
Territories adminigiration, 1is present at nsult on
individual elements of cleanup reguiremcnts proceeding

actorily. As of end-April it was ap =t L complete,
which permits reczlistic anpraisal of ti 11 task. No significant
operatloﬁ°l a*ft culties have been experienced zad nonc are forecast.
A Qetailed sting ¢f krnown cleanup items, rianned 1spo°1uion
is being prepared as a basis for inter-agency concurrence on th
coupletion of the AEC-DOD tasks. Preszgeni cstinate is that the lztter
can te completed by October 1886% if i =~y ioral funds in
the zamcunt of $7C0,000 zre available 15
5. Specific comment on the funding situztion and reguirements will be
the subject of separazte correspondence,
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