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ITEM 3 - Preparation of Statement on Blomedlcdl Partioipation in.Future i'ifi
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Weapons Tests

Memorendum to Chairman, CMS, fram the Chairmen, CAE,
dated 24 Feb, 1951, subjects Department of Defense
Biomedicel Participation in Future Atomic Weapoms Tests
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ATTACHED:  BLW 201/1 (Draft 1) Btatement - Biomedical Partic.ipataon 1n- '

Future Atomic Weapons Tests : ,"

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY DECLASSIFICATION

CRCLE NUMBER(S)]

TION RETAINED |
INCATION CHANGES-TO:

SINGLE REVIEW AUTHORIZED 8Y: § DETERMINATION

-

1. CLASSIFICA

CLASS

!s The referenced memorandum reads, in part, as:followss
"The Committee on Atomis Energy believes that in orderA-'

Q ¢

§ o B ! to insure that the requirements for biomedical data to be-

3 5§ obtained from each atomic weapons test are met, there should.

gE3E l be available a statement of the essential information of this.

92525 . type which can be obtained only on the occasion of an atomic -
55°¥ weapon detonation. Such information would be of considerablé -

§ §§c. aid in test program planning, and would facilitate the .

g 5§§ * establishment of a continuing program designed to take maxlmnm
%dﬁ advantage of actual tests which often are carried out on very

short notice,

"It is therefore requested that the Joint Panel on Medical ..
Aspects of Atomic Warfare be requested to submit for: approval.
jointly by the Committece on Medical Sciences and the Committee
on Atomic Fnergy, a statement of the medical and biomedical. -+
information they consider essential for the Department of: . -.x -
Defensc to obtain through participation in atomic weapons tests.
conducted in the future w1thout regard to a spe01fic type: ors, st
location of test," N T
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- THIS ITEM MAY BE DO?NGRADED TO RESTRI“TED UPON REMOVAL OF ATTACHMEVT'

2.. A questionnaire, requesting spec1f10 recommendations was sent‘

to all members of the Joint Panel and the Commlttee on Medlcal Sc1ences,

and to certaln scientists in ARC and unlver31ty 1aborator1es. Response

from the military reprusentatlves was reasonably good but very'feW”
ke
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civilians ‘responded, in fact only one from thel whbievroster of (..‘aoml:;i:tteev
and Panel members, ]

3¢ 4s a result, the attached draft utilizes predominantly the. cl>pv:41‘.nion$“
of the military members, outside agencies, and the secretariat. ];t':is .
offered not as a proposed statement, to be accepted after only mirrul:)r"'
l ' revisions, but as a general guidé to the type of paper which is expected

of the Joint Panel. It is hoped that members will read the draft',ft‘h’:mk

about it, and be prepared to offer constructive criticism at the meet-:.ng. ‘\.
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