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Dear Mr, LeBaron:

It has become evident in the concduct of tie IVY operation and in
planning for future overseas btests that ins:fficient land area exists
at “niwetok Atoll to permit firin~ more tnan ons very high yield de-
vice there during Operation CASTL=. Similarly, present cstimates of
the dangers resulting from detonating vervy silon yileld cevices are such
as to require the Joint Task Torce to plin cvacuation of the iniwetok
base complemeni durins cach csuch shot, a cumbersone and e vensive pro-
cedure.

Since the CASTLY program as presently conceived requires land area
for possibly three such siots, the Comilssion on leptember 11, 1952,
approved the use of Bikini Atoll in cenneciion with tne CASTLE pro-
gram under the program as now conceived:

1. fniwetok Atoll will contimue to be the main base of operations
as well as the normal locabion for relatively low yield experi-
mental detonations,. and as necessary and practicable for high
yield detonations,

2. Bikini Atoll will be used to supplement tniwetok by serving as
site for cetonsitions, particularly for those which may inflict
considerable danage on the :niweiok base or other siot island
fzeilities there, or where it is pos=ible by usze of Bikinl to
avoid evacuation of ‘niwetok.

The urgency of the situation with rersard to time necessitated certain
preliminary preparatory steps on the assumpiion of Jepariment of
Defense concurrence and support. The Cormission informed the iepart-
rnent of Interior of our intention to send a preliminary party to
Bikini about October 1, 1952. This infornation will be amplified as
our plans develop. ‘e have also asthorized the . anta e Onerations
Office, United “tates Atomic _nergy Commission, to proceed with the
beachhead phase of construction at Bikini.

We request Iepartment of efense concurrence in, and support of,
overseas operations under this proposed program.
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13t alse that this information will be of assistance Lo the
hefense in conslcering the nluaninnry report on
CACTLE dated twust hy, 1952, presentoed by the

Task Yorce 132.

Sincerely yours,

URT T CTATRD ATOMIC

Honorable Robert LeBaron
Chairman, ¥ilitary Liaison Commlttee

to the Atomic Fnerpy Commission ,
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