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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
●

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ON OPERATION GREENHOUSE

Note by the Secretary

The attached report by the Director of Information Services

is circulated by request of the General Manager for consideration

by the Commission at an early date.

ROY B. SNApp

secretary
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION.— .——— ——

CLEARANCE OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONCLUSION OF OPERATION
‘G~N~OUSE—T~T~R OGRAM

.—

Report by Director, Div~slon of Information Servic<

THE PROBLEM——

1. To consider for forwarding to NSC and for public release

after NSC clearance, the text of a press release announcing

completion of Operaticn GREENliOUSE.

BACKGROUND

2, The release text, distributed to the Commission on May

3, 1951, as the Annex to Enclosure “A” to AEC 153\30, was sub-

mitted in accordance with Public Information Plan, Operation

GREENHOUSE, approved by the Commission at Meeting 546 on April

6, 1951, and by the President on April 17, 1951.

OICCUSSIO~J

3. The announccmerit(Appendix “A”) is recommended for

release by the Commzndcr, JTF’-3,and was cleared by the MLC for

the Department of Defen~e by letter dated May 11, 1951, attached

as Appendix “B”, with M exception taken by MLC, i.e., to delete

the words referring to the nunber of shots.

4. The followin~ nori-substantivechanges are desirable in

the release as distrib~tcd in AEC 153/30 md approved by MLC:

a. In making zhe change in paragraph 1 recommended
‘oyMLC, the words “series of three (four)” were deleted
and the words “program of” substituted therefore.

b. The first sentence of paragraph 3 has been amended
to read as follows (additions are underscored, thus;
deletions are striken through, ~h~s):



“A: previously annolmced, test activities at
Eniwetok are undcl’the security restrictions,

c. In order to clarify the classification status
of data developed by Operation GREENHOUSE, i)a~agraph4
of the release v!acrevised as fOllOWS: (New words
i~scrted are und:rl.r,cd~; deletiorisare striken
throuch thv,ti;~:r!d;r:.n~posltlonis shown in
parenthesis with :C :.stcrl.skat the original position
of transposed P}E-:ISC).

“Inform:~tionor.several projects (in fields
of Biology, p;ed~c?.neand FladioloLy)will be
declassified z.ndprovided to appropriate agencies_.__.,_
7Z?_~ment ~irienresults (*) have been analyzed
and evaluated. The pro~ram &lsQ includes—.
comprehensive m.c:,:,urementof blast and thermal
effects on stru~tl’resaiiqcraftand various other
items. Much of this data will be declassified
for use~ b6th the Department of Defense and
the Federal Civil Defense APJenCY, The data
obtained include:;addit~.onalinforinationof
prim~ry ~a~~e in ~~~]~of we~~on effects,“

d. The name of Dr. G:”zveswas inserted in the
first line of the IS.stparagraph.

CONJCT,IISION

5. It is cone?.udcdtl-.atthe propo:ed release is in accord

with the approved Public Ir.fol’nrat~.onr’lan,Operation G~E~JJHou:~,

and should be released (Jointly by DOD and AEC) for publication

on the day following lz~t test shot at Eniwetok, or second day,

depending

movements

upon recommer.d~tionsof Commai~derJTF-3 in reflecting

and activities of Task Force or observers.

STfl.FF<JUDGMXNTC——

6. The conclusio:lis concurred in by the Dircetors of

Military Application, Clr.ssification,Security, Intelligence, and

Information Services.

RECOMMENDATION-—

7. That the Atomic Energy Commission:

a. Approve the attached release (Appendix “A”) for——
forwarding to the NSC ‘LJytransmittal letter such a.s
that attached as J,ppendix“C”;



b. Au~hor~.zc,upcn rece%pt ’of clearance by the NSC,
release ~n accol’dancewith Plan on date agreeable to
Commander JTF-3 ar,dGeneral Mmager;

c. Note that the Division of Information Services
will coomllnzte i?suznce of this release with Department
of Dcfenss as ir.dicatcdin Public Information Plan,
Operation GREEN11OUSE;

d. Note that the Joint Committee will be advised
of thi=tion by d:livery of the text to the Committee

offices prior to distribution to’the press In
accordance with the normal procedure.

------------------------------------------------------------- - ----

LIST OF ENCLOSURES

APPENDIX “1”— -

Draft PrGss Release Proposed for
Completion of GREENHOUSE.

P.PI’ZNDI1{“E”

Issuance Upon

Memorandum from H. McK. Roper, Col., USA, Executive
Secretary to the Chairman, AEC dzted May 11, 1951

APPFNDIX “c“

Draft Letter from the Chairman, AEC to Executive
Secretary, NSC

.-



AP’IENDIX“A”..—— ——

DRAi~TPRV+S REIIASZ PRoPoSED FOR ISSIJANCEUPON
~@~E~:~!)F GREENHOUSE.——. ——. —

1. The Atomic Encruy Commission and the Department of Defense

today not?.fiedPres~dent Truman that a prcigramof atomic weapons

tests has been successfully carried cut by Joint Task Force 3

at the Commission’s Pr:~v<.ngGroufldat Enf.wetokAtoll.

2. Lieutenant General Elw~od R. Quesada, USAF, commands

JTF-3, composed of personnel frcm the AEC, Army, Navy, Air Force

and from educational and indu:,trialorganizations. Dr. Alvin

C. Graves of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory is Scientific

Deputy Commander of JTF-3.

3. As previously announced, test activities at Enlwetok are

under security restrict?.c.nsincluding those of the Atomic Energy

Act. Information obta:ned from research on nuclear detonati~ns,

the major purpose of the tcstr,,is secret. In furtherance of

the President’s directl.vcof Januai’y31, 1950, the test Promun

includes experiments czntrjbuting to thermonuclear weapons

research.

4. Information on ssvcral projects in fields of Biology,

Medicine and l?adi016EY will be dcclassi.fiedcmd provided to

appropriate agencies Cf the Government when results have been

analyzed and evaluated. The progl”amalso includes comprehensive

measurement of blast a.ldthu?~’m.aleffects on structures, aircraft

and varicus titherj.tem~, Much of this data will be declassified

for use by both the Department of Defense and the Federal Civil

Defense Agency. The dlta obtained includes additional infor-

mation of’primary militcry v(lluein the field of weapons effects.

5. General Quesada Ynd Dr. Graves will return to Washington

in a few weeks to repc:-tto the Department of Defense and AEC.

The Commission will c~ntinue to use the Eniwetok Proving Ground

and the area will rema~n closed to unauthorized persons.
.-

-4- Appendix “A”



APPFNDTX “I!”.___...———

May 11, 1951

MF,MORANDUMFOR ‘~heChairman, Atomic Energy Commission

SUBJECT: Joint D/D-A’FCNews Release Upon Completion of
GREENHOUSE FroS;’am

1. Reference is made to Commander, Joint Task Force
THREE memorandllmof 2? February, ~u’eject“1’;blicInformation
Policy and Procedure, OpcrJtion GREENHOUSE.

2. The Military Liaison Committee !lasobtained the con-
currence of the Dep,lintrlentcf’Defense in the release of the
attoched GREENJ{OUSE~ni~~l~i~c~nlent, with the exception of the
words “three (four)” in l~nc 2 of paragraph 1. The ccmm~.ttee
L~elievesthct the inclus!cn of these excepted words would con-
stitute gratuitous inforlr.ati.onof value to a potential enemy.

FOR THE COMMITTEE:

for H. McK. Roper
CO1., IJSA
Executive Secretary

Appendix “B”

,-



APPFNDIX “C”

DRAFT LETTER FROM TNE CHAIRMAN, AEC TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, NSC

1, Reference is made to your memorandum of April 17, to

the Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, and Chairman of

the Atomic EnerUy Commission, Subject: Public Information on

Operation GREENHOUSE.

2. Attached is the text of the press release for publi-

cation on either the first or second day following the final

test in Operation GREENHOUSE, depending upon conditions at the

time of completion of the tests.

3. This proposed release hzs been cleared by MLC for

the Department of Defense and its approval for issuance is re-

quested in accordance with the plan approved by the President

on April 17, 1951.

-6- Appendix “C”
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