
y

G
%v

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

409148

U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

‘dashin~ton25, D. C .

0
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Tel.-:T 8000, Brs. 307, 398

The Atomic Energy Commission and the Department of Defense
today notified Presi.clentTruman that a program of atomic weapons
testc has been successfully ca~>riedout by Joint ‘1’askForce 3 at
the Commission’s Provin/~(Wound fit.Er~fl.wetokAtoll.

l,ie~~tenantGeneral N1.woodR. Quesada.,USAU, commands JTF-3,
composed of pel’sonnelfrom the AEC, Army, Navy, Alr Force and f~’om
educational.and industrial.organi-zaticns. W . Alvin C. Graves of
the I,osA1.amosScientj.ficI,abouatoryis Scientj.ficDeputy Commander
of JTF-3.

As previously annoul~cecl,tcfitactivities at Eniwetok are
under security restrictions includin[;those of the Atomic Enerf;y
Act. Information obtained from research on Iiucleard.etonationsj
the major purpose of the tests, is uecrcto Illt’urtheranccof the
Prcsjdentls announcement of January 31, 1950, the test program !
included experiment contribl~tingto themonucl.car weaPon~ research.~

Information on several prcject: in fieldc of ~iolo~y, Medicine
and Radiology w~ll be declassified and provid~>dto appropriate
agencies of the Gove~>nmentwl]enresults Imve been analyzed anti
evaluated. The pro~ram a].soincluded comprehensive measurement of
blast and thernla,leffects on structures, a~.rcraftand various other

Much of,thi.sdata.will be dccla.ssifiedfor use by both the ~items.
Department of DefelJ:~eand the Federal Civil Defense Agency. The
data obtained incll~deadd:l.tionalInfor!naticmof prtmary military :
value in the field of weapons effects. (44
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General Quesaclaand Dr. GI’aveswill ret(u’nto l?ashingtonin
a few week.sto report to the Departmnt of Defense and AEC. The 9
Commission w:Lllcontinue to use the ]I]]iwetokProving Ground and
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the area will remain closed to un!~utl~orizedpersons.
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