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Our experience in recent test prcgral~lsrepeatedly has demon.s”irated
that radiation hazaxilswill not delay rescue e,ndrecovery work after an air
burst of an atcm bomb. There is no i-eason that ~vei-;r casualty cannot be
removed and treated irix;edj.a~elywithout cer~ou:;radiation haz,ardto rescuers.

In the case OF a hi@l a.cri.alb~lrst0; OJ aiomlc weapon, such as I
think prolably would-be :.wed,there would be nu residual radiation. In a low
air burst just a-~ovethe grountl’ssu.ri’ase,the sit~nificantresidual rati.a-kion
wol.~ld.be confined to WI area 320 to ~tOOyai-dsin rad5.us. No rescue work
would be required in tb.isarea because it would be dcva.stated. RescLlers
would not be subject to injurious ionizing radjation in re:~chinGsurvl.vors.

At Eniwetok for instonce, lar~e n,u~’~ersof scicn-tisisand technicians
returned.to the test island:, as quickly as transportationhy air and water
permit-~ed)to recover their instrurx.?ntsariddata neeckxifor their research.
On one of t’2eislands where new constructionwas reqlu-ired.!LIll time work
started 1JC20 yards -fromthe i~e’tionuti.onpoint on the da-yoi’the exPlo~ion
and within the 72 hours ~+equireilto build barmcksy the work.ei-:$occupied
their quarters. There was residual radioactivity in an area immedia+~eh~
around the detonation point because the detonations tiere made Irom towers.

Radiation sa:ety surveys r.a~!Leafter the tests in tb.eimmediate area
of l’niwetokAtoll and nei~hbol’inGinhabited atolls failed to reveal al~y
contamination of a seriow nature. Food ~~d drin]~ill~water outside the

clestroyedarea continued to bc fit for consumption.

The imuediate radiation hazard i’rcmthe air burst disappears after
the Iirst two minutes+ Rescue, fire f’i.~htii]~and xecovery WGrk calibegin
irlxncdiatelyiiiany area.where there i: li.ie,as in any major CataStrOIJhe
caused by conventional air attacks, earhhqu:]l:cs01’c].j:ja,s-~:,erson the Sf?a,l..e

of those at Texas City and Halifax.


