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The conference ccnvened at 1:00 p.m. with the following

persons present:
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ATOMIC ENFRGY COMMISSION

Henry D. Smyth

Kelith Glennan
Walter J.
Kenneth E. Fields
Everett L.

Philip J. Farley

Ccl. Rebert G. Butler, Jr.
Col. Richard T. Coiner, Jr.
Capt. Andrew M. Jackson, USN
Paul C. Fine

Ccl. Gecrge F. Schlatter

J. C. Rcbinson

George L. Well

Oliver H. Tcwnsend

MILITARY LTAISON COMMITTEE

Robert LeRaraon

Brig. Gen. H.B. Lover

Brig. Gen, Stanly R.
Mickelsen

Rear Adm. ‘. Withington

H. G. Bunler

Cel. Paul 0. Langguth
Capt. R. P. Hunter
Col. C. F. Ball
Ccmdr. E. E. Shelby
Maj. . J. Evans

Minutes cof Fifty-ninth ARC-MLC Conferance

The Coemmission and Cemmittee had nrevioucly approved minutes

«f the Fifty-ninth AEC-MIC Ceonference held <n June 14, 1951.
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2. Theraonuclenr Proorii

Mr. Jmyth referrced to the suggestion by Mr. LeBaron in 2
letter dated Septembor 19, 1951, (AEC 334%/14) thot the thermo-
nuclunr'prugrzﬂ be brought up for discussion, He said thnt
he hoped the recent bricfing by Dr. Bradbury* had given the Com-
witteo thae wost up~to-d2te inforwnation on the status of the
Los Alamoss Laboratory offort on the thermonuclear program,  Colonel
Ficlds 2dded thot nogotiztisns were prescontly under way ot
Lus Alamgg with dimerican Car and Foundry as a prospective con-
treactor L get onzgincering design under way as so>on as pussible.
General Loper snid thot bnjor Genernl Clarkson, Cowmander of JTF-
132, would be in Washingt:n lter in Cetober and that he felt it
wvﬁld Lo desirable to glve Gener2l Clarkson a review of the con-
diti ns under which thic wission of JTF-132 might be undortaken,
ty nesiat in proliminary planning.

At Dr., Suyth's roguest, Colonel Ficlds reviewed bricefly the
stttus Hf the tritiuva productlion progrtw 2t HanfHrd, as
provioucly reported €0 the Commilttes. He s21d that by sbout
Fobruary or March, 1952, the Lobopntory would know with uore
certainty wacther tritiun would he required in the device to
be testued 2t the next Eniw:t k tost,

The Cmference thon discussed the current status of the
thermonucletr prooraw mnd the inforuntion which had\becn ande
Avriltble to the MLC there n, Me, Glennan remarked that in the
prosent stoce off resenrch and dovelpient the Coamission saw no
ucans »f wore definitive joint determinationg as to rate and scale

of the prograw 2t the proesent tilae.  Mr. LeBaron agreed but stated

*¥*3co vttached TN ctes on Inforanl AEC-MLC Confirence, Scptomber
13, 1451,




that the Committee had 2 continuing interest in making sure that
a situntion did not arise where 7 thermonuclear device was
succossfully developed and no tritiua was availlable for production
A7 wenpon.

Mr. Glennan suggoested that the matter of sccurlty for the
theritonuclear prograw and £or the next Eniwet k test be dis-

cussed 2t 1 future ¢ onfircnce.,

3. Expansion Procran

Mr. LiBaron spened the discussim by saying that the

Milit~ry Liaism Coauittec had furwarded the staff studices on

possible cxpansion of the atoale energy prograia to the Jrint Chiefs

[0

of Staff. It was recognizoed that some détails »f the expansion
stud lecs would rcynin subjuct ts change »r supplement and that the
situation itself koept cnnging. He indichted this action was
taken in rder to> av:id delays in the necessary reviews ts be made
by the staff of the J:int Chiefs »f Staff. ' !

Upon being queried Cor aﬁ exprecsion of Commission attitude
:n this wa2tter, Dr. Glennan s2id he had been concerned over whot
appeared t be a unllaternl 2ctin by the MLC withosut eonsultation
with the Cammissism. The Commissi-n had not hnd 2n spportunity to
deterimine thnt an expansin prograa e any portisn there.f was
indecd "fensible”, Dr. Glennon s2id he was reassurced, however, by
the {22t thht the Joint Chicfs f Staff would hav: an pportunity
t» ¢onsider and roview the matter pending additisnal studies now
being wde 2nd subscquont c¢onsidera2tion Sf the couaplote rep.rt by
the MLC nd the Coawaiscin, Aduirel Withingt m ndded thnt the MLC
ree wmtondrtl M oW Uoro miniutun expansion of 150% in U-235
prsducti.n ond 50% in piutonliun producti.n.

Mr. Smyth printed »ut thot what w.ould be required would be
n >t a2 single decisi.n but alseries +f deeisions, and that it would

be unfsrtunate t anke 2 preuature declsion that would freeze the
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pﬁsiti,n, Mr. Glenn"n s2id thnt he w2s concernced not only about
the need for expansion and the size of any expansion but also

over the overriding. priorities on technical people and specinl
materials which would be necessary if any eipcnsion prozram was

to be fensible and which were taken for granted in the studiles.

To Mr. LeBaron's objectinn that 2 firm requirenment frowm the
Department of Dofense was neccssary befofe one could talk about
prisrities, Mr. Glennan replied that it was clear from the studies
to date that overrlidinz priorities would be necessary, irrespective
of the scope of the program decided on.,

Mr. LeBaron said that the MLC was meeting shortly with the
Deputy Secercotary of Defunse, Mr. Fostir, and with the three
civilian sceretaries to brief theam on the alternatives for
expansion. Mr. Suyth pointed out that in an enterprise of this
scope nd with the impact that an expansicn would have on the
natiosnal economy, the decisisn could not be made unilaterally by
cither the Joint Chicfs of Staff »r AEC, or indeed by the AEC and
the Departaent of Defense Jjointly. The National Sccurity Council,
the President, and the Congress would 2ll have a volee in the
ultiuninte deeision and the initial AEC and JCC decisions would be
in the noture of rocomuendations. Mr. LeBaron felt that the
logieal starting point for reaching 2 decision was 2 military
requircient for 2 degree of cxpancion, with an estimate as to the
dnllar cost of such an incr.ase.

Mr., Murray inquircd as to the basis for the MLC recoﬁmcndution

Tof 50-150 oxpunsion.  Admiral Withington said that the recomaended-
percentages had appeared to be 2 rational initial installmont of
whatever ¢xprnsiosm should ultimnpcly prove desirable. Accordingly,
the recoutendation did not imply cither that the MLC felt that no
iore ore would be available or that the MLC thought the AEC could
not handle ~ large expansion. General Loper sald that the Department

o Defonse, recoenizing that one of the controlling factors in the
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ultimrte deelsion will be the militrry requircments of the varilous
gserviees for weapons, has an estlmate of weapons requirciients in
proparation,  Studies to date show that the weapons which could be
priduced from 2n expanéion of 50-150 would only begin to scratch
the surfrc. of ultimate requirements., Mr. Murray suggested that
the Departament of Delfens2 requirements might be stated to the AEC
in terms of ore rather thon in terms of weapons. For example, the
DOD wight ask AEC for 2ll the productlon that could be obtailned
frow the sre wileh AEC could procure at a certain price per pound.
He pointed sut that the tiwe log in sre procurcment was so great
that 2n increasc in regquircments for ore furnished 2 logical
starting point for oxpansion.  Mr. Glennan pointed out that the
¢cx8t of 2n cxpanelon program would apperr in the AEC budget and he
ask:d thnt the Department of Dofensc be ready to support the Com-~
mission in rejucsting funds Cor expansim frow appropriations
cumilttocs o f Congroso.

Admiral Withingt:n said that sthoer aspects »f cxpaneion were
undzr csnsideration in the Dopartient »f Defonse.  For exnaple,
thiught belng given £ the question whether the Department of
Devense shisuld do moere in the hapdworre ficld., The eonslderations
here relsted not only €2 whht was the right and best thing to do
about hepedware developaent but alss to what was p>}1tically
fensible.  In ensc of oxpanded netivitics in this ficld by the
Dopoartient of Doefinsce the question wauld also arisc 2s t9 whether
AEC should cowntinu. to fund such 2cetivities. Mr. LeB2ron printed

sut that the tinc wigat boe ricnt for a re-cxaminntion of such

questiong,  Me. Sayth wmd Mr., Glennan indicated thot the Comnission

W3 gliving tnought to ralated questisns,

Mr. Williams stated that the Comwission's staff was looking
more c¢lrscly Into what would be necessary in the woy »f men,
waterizls, funds and adoinictrative action under the 50-150 cnase

recominended by the MLC.,  Mr. LeBaron said that this 2ppearced 2



loglical and appropriate step. blr. Suyth remarked that he had some
reservation and wlsglvings personally. The radiologlcal impli-
cations of a greatly expanded production of weapons gave him
concern. He had also gmrave questions as a citizen as to what
would hapoen in the next ten years and as to how changes in the
political situation would effecet the desirability of such an
expansion, which would not resnlt in an increase in the weapons
stoekpile until about 1355, and which might not be fully
cffeetive until 1960. Mr. LeBaron and Admiral Withington re-
marked that ficsionable materiol produced under an expansion
program appeared to have other uses, as fdr power. Mr. LeBaron
agrecd that many penple were concerned about thé implications of
further expansion of production of fissiorable materials ond
weapons but felt that a start had to be made somewhere and that the
logical initial pnint was a wcapons requirement. Mr. Murray re-
marked that stockpiling of orc would be valuable from the
viewpoint of the natlonal economy as well as for the expanéion

program,

4, Operntional Plans for BUSTER-JANGLE

Colonel Ficlds roferred to recent correspondence between the
MLC and the Cummiisscion regarding the authority of the Minager of
Santa F¢ Operations as test commander for Operation BUSTER-
JANGLE. He pointed out that during the opcrationﬁi phase of
the test it was luportant that there be one test commander with
undivided overriding authority to make any minor changes or
ad justucnts thnt»mlght bc ncecessary in the light of conditions
at the site. During thie pre-operational phases to date, ob-
taining the concurrences of both partics (and specifically of
the Commandling General, Special Weapons Coumand, as proposed
by the MLC) had been proper, but now that the operational
phase was commnencing, the Commissisn felt that a delegation of

authority without rescrvation should be given the test Commander,
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Mr. LeBarcon and Gen. Loper said that the Committee did not
disagre: with the principle of undivided responsibility and
authority for the test commander, but rather had proposed a
formula for rclaticnship butween the test cuommander and the
senier military roeprescntative patterned on the relationship -
between Gen. Quéesada, art Commanding General of JTF-3, and the
AEC Test Director. The Committee was intervsted in keeping
the channels clear for full advice and consultaticn of all -
partics engnged in th: Jeint tect operation. At the conclusion
of the discusesi:n of this natter, Mr. Smyth suggested that the
staff of the Commissiosn and the Cammittee could find laﬁguage
which wculd reflect the commen desire for undivided authority
for the test commander and for adequate maintcenance of channels
fr consultation with nl1l participants in the.operation.

Col. Ficlds cutlined provisiens being made for attendance
and quartering of observers at the cperation.

Gen. Loper described plans for mancuvers to be conductcd .

during the test opcrations.

ROY B, SNAPP PAUL 0. LANGGUTH
Secretary Cclonel, G.S.C.
Atcmle Energy Commissicn Executive Secretary

Military Liaison Commlttce

ATTACHMENT:

N.cotes on Informal ARC-MIC Conference, September 13, 1951.



