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'STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN JAIES S. RUSSELL, USN, TEST DIRSCTOR, JOINT
TASK FORCE SEVEK, AT PRESS CONFERENCE, HEADQUARTERS, USARPAC,

' FORT SHAFTER, T.H., MAY 18, 194S.

On behalf of the United States Atomic Tnergy Commlsslon,
I wish to acknowledge the outstanding contributlon to progress
in the development of atomlc weapons which General Hull has
made as Commander Jolnt Task Force 3evon.

Joint Task Force Seven was formed because the
scopc of operatlons at the Commlssion's Proving Ground at
Eniwetok req ired the assistance and services of all Departments
of the Hational Military Establishment. Jolnt Task Force Scven
provided the command structurc, thc mllitary and lnternal security,
the mecans for an overscas movement to a basc 4500 miles from the
mainland, the construction force, and the opcrating force .for the
Eniwctok Proving Ground. IHot only was 1t a complctely unificd
opcration of the Army, Navy, and Alr Forcc including thc Armed
Forccs Special Wegapons Frojcct, but 1t was a combincd operation
of military personnocl and clvilian sclentists and tcehniclang:-of
the Atomic Encrgy Commlssion and its contractorse ' A

The support glven to the AREC Proving Ground Group which
conducted the ‘tosts was complotc, and without the asslstanco
of military personnel in the technical phascs of the opcrations,
the test program could not havc been carricd out.

Tho succcssful complction of thls test program 1ls a triumph
for the Los Alamos Sclentific Laboratory, whcre wcapon dcvelopment
work for the Commission 1s carricd one. It is also a triumph for
Dr. Darol K. Froman and the rcmarkabls sclentific mnd technical
staff which he esscmblced for these testse Again on behalf of the
Atomic Encrgy Commisslon, I wish to congratulate Doctor Froman
and hils staff., ' BN
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As Tcst Diroctor for the Commisclon, I want to pay tribute
to the work of Dr. Alvin C. Graves as Deputy Sclentific Dircctor
undcr Doctor Froman ané to Colonel Paul T, Feruss, USAF, as =
Deputy Tcst Dircctor, LR

Ir ordcr to understand the importance of the opcrations: of
Joint Task TForce Scvaon it 1s ncecssary only to consider thc reasons
why these tests wore held. Durlng the period of wartime develop-
ment of atomlc cnergzy, thc onc goal rclentlcssly pursucd wagawthe
crcation of an atomic bomb which would work - - and work in time
to be cffective in World War II. It had only to work; 1t.nceded
not to be too cfficicnt, and thc rclatcd problems of cnglncerlng
and production wcre dcalt with in the urgency of wartime con-
ditlons.

The bomb did worlke It workcd initlally at Alamagofdojiﬁgm;,
where the first tcst took placc on July 16, 1945. It worked-iagain

‘at Hiroshima and Fagasakl, then the following year at Blkini.
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»tg,ll of thcse weapons, as far as thelr state of dgvc}gpment o

soncerned, werc about on g pars They were the wartime 'weapon =72
signcd under cxtreme pressurc and without rogard;forim PR

oblems which 1n the long run arc of grcat Importan

‘military applicétion of atomlc cnergy. ;

In its January Report to Congress, the Atomic Energy . |

Commission sald 1ts goal in the flecld of‘wcapon'deve;prCntQWeri :
tho sclcntific and cngincering perfcction of improved desligns, .andi
that thorough tecsting of wcapons sand componcnts 18 necessary to .

Improved dcsigne.

In any program of decveloping and produclng weapons, the need - -
for proof testlng, or for conducting full scale experimeonts, la ¢
natural and obvious. FPailure to tcst new devolopmentsiwould soon
throttle the design of improved wcapons. Amcrica's prcemlnence .
in the ficld of atomlc weoapons is not a statle thing, 1t dopcnds

° upon achlcvement - - day to <ay, ycar to ycar, 2nd test to test
achicvement. -

( Notc to corrrevondents: If Capbtaip Russecll 1s to baLQuétcd,
plcasc uge remarkg as contained in thils statements) s
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