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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY ‘
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE ORGANIZATION AND
STAFFING OF £NIWETOK PROVING GROUND

The United States Atomic cnergy Commigssilon today announced the organ-
ization and staffing of the Commission's proving ground at Eniwetok for routine

experiments and tests of atouwic wespons.

The sclentific aud technical operation of the proving ground will be’

the responsibility of the ftomic tneryy Commission. These operations will

provide new fundumentusl date and o kroader understanding of nuclear fission
which will facilitote pesceful as well as military applications of atomic
energy. The Comnission's rosponsibility will be dischurged by a scientific
group drovn lergely from the Los Alemos Scientific Laboratory operated for the
Comnission by the University of Califernic. Dr. Durol K. Froman of the Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory will be the Scientific Dircctor of the proving
ground. Dr. Fromen will be assisted by Dr. Alvin C. Graves, deputy director,
and NMr. Robert V. Hunderson end Dr. John €, Clark, assistant scientific
directors.

Dr. Froman's group :ill operzte under the Atomic Encrgy Commission
through Cuptuin James 8. Russell, USN, of the Atomic Encergy Commission Division
of iiilitury Applicution. Coptein RBusscll is rosponsible to the Atomic Energy
Commission for the techmicoul operation of the proving ground. He will also
serve g Communder of thu Scicntlfic Group of Joint Task Force Seven. His
deputy will ve Coloncl Prul T. Preuss, USAF, also of the Atomic Energy -
Commission Division of Militory Application.

The Secretery of Detensc has designeted Lt. Generul Jonn E. Hull,
Commznding Genoral, U. 5. Amay, Pucific, «s Commender, Joint Task Force seven,
Which is at grescnt comstructing the nccessary facilities und instullutions
et Lnivetok. Joint Twsk Force soeven wiil essist the Atomic Energy Commission in
the conduct of routine uxperiments cad tests of atomic weapons at: the, proving
ground., .

-~ :

Rear Admirsl williom 3. Porsons, USH, ond Major Generzl Villiam E.

Kepner, USAF, heve becn dusignoted oo Deputics to the Commander, Joint Tusk

Force Soven. DBrig. General Cloude b, Ferenbuough, UBA, his beun named Chief of
Staff ot thu Joint Tusk Torco.
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Naval units of the Joint Tusk Force are under command of Rear i
Admirul Franeis C. Dencbrink., .rig. Genercl Dovid A. D, Ogden, USA, commands | “
Army unite of the Tusk Foreo. Brig. Luncril Roger M. Ramey, USAF, is in :
command of Alr Force units under the overill direction of tenorul Kepner. "
. I
As statcd in the initicl conouncement of the scloction of the site .
of the proving ground, all test opurations will be wnder leboratory control
conditions, with sccurity restrictions os roquired by the Atomic fnergy Act of
LI4L0.



