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I’heattachud Ictt(’rfrom the A3r,istatlcto the Secretary of

Defense (Atomic Ener[ty)j.:;circll.atedfor the Informatj.onof-the
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OFF~~ OF ITHESEC~;TAW{ OF DEHV3NSE
WAS1llNGTON25, D. C.

August 5, 1953

My dear Mr. Strausu:

Reference is made to Ml’.Dean’s Iebter ot’June 12,*requesting
concurrence or the Department of Defense on continued planning for
an augmented Operation CAWLE. The Department of i!cl?enseconcurs
that planning should proceed Gn the expanded CASTLE test program as
outlined in the letter mentioned above and as discl~ssedi.n-
f’o~mallywith repre:;entativesof the Armed Forces Special Weapons
Project and the Los Alamo:,Scientific Laboratory.

The Commndcr of the Joint ‘l’as!{Force SEVEN was clircctedin
April 1953 to prcpore for and conduct Operation CASTLE. The scope
of the augmented CAS’TLKprogram was used as a basis for the
Concept of the operation. In compliance with this directive,
Commander, Joint Task Force S’WEN has issued 12isoperation order
Number 1-53, dated 20 June 1953t*a copy of which was furnished to
tile Cl~ai~al]of the Atomic Energy Commission by the Commander,
Jol.ntTask Force SITJEN. The Services have been provided with
est:i.matesof s~lpportrequ~rernentsthat they may be called upon
to provide under the au~menteclprogram,

It i::expected that all concerned can proceed into the
operational phase of’CASTLE on a ba:;isgenerally similar to that
in the IVY operation. ‘Theprincipal change reflects the
extenslcm of the mission of tilechief, Armed Forces Special Weapons
Project, whereby he wil~.exercise, within the TafikForce
or~anization, technical direction of weapons effects tests of
p’rimaryconcern to the Armed l?orce~and the weapons effects phaseo
of developmental or other tests of atomic weapons.

i_’Z’C?S~Ilt W7r0.n~12TIleI_)~Sare COI’EideIT2(l. W.kquak for planning,
but it ic considered necessary to review the program at such time
au its scope and.plan for execution can be fixed. It is under-
stood that tlliswill be about September 1953.

Sinccr21y yours,

/s/
Robert Lc3:iron
A:;sistantto the Secretary

Honorable Lewis T,.f;tlauss of Defense (Atomic Rnergy)
Chttirm3.n,
11,~,.Atomic Enercy Cormissj.on
— -...——— —. — .—
SECIHIMi\RIATNOTE: * C.irculatcd33 IJ3C597/17.
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